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. Host of new sporting leagues in India transform into booming
businesses
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. Taliban rule out deal on Bagram base despite Trump’s demand
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. Sprint relay teams help USA finish the Worlds on a high
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. Pramod strikes gold on comeback
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. For World champion Minakshi, the journey has just begun
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Mohanlal speaking to the media on Sunday. THULASI KAKKAT

Mohanlal dedicates
Phalke award to
Indian film industry

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Actor Mohanlal has said
that he is dedicating the
prestigious Dadasaheb
Phalke Award for which he
has been selected to Indian
cinema.

“l speak with a deep
sense of humility and grat-
itude here. This is a proud
moment and I cannot en-
joy this alone. I'm sharing
this with everyone, the au-
dience, the people I have
worked with in the past,
the ones I am working with
in the present and those I
will be working with in the
future,” he told pressper-
sons here on Sunday.

The actor, who arrived
here in the morning, said
the award was a special
and a beautiful one for him
and the entire film indus-
try. “The award is for the
entire Indian film indus-
try,” he said.

Work of many people

“l am not a person who
dreams a lot. If you were to
ask me what my social
commitment is, 1 would
say that it is to attempt to
play the roles I am being gi-

ven in the best possible
manner. [ will give it my
best try. But you cannot do
a movie alone; it is the
work of many people. I
pray that we get to make
good movies and that good
movies are made in the Ma-
layalam industry. 1 just
want to be a part of that.
That is my dream,” he said.

He said the industry he
worked with was
like “God” for him and that
cinema was like magic.

“Cinema is a vicious cir-
cle. It is magic. We cannot
predict anything about it.
When two movies become
successful, then it elevates
you and when it fails, it is
the opposite. To stay in
such an industry for 48
years is like being in a cir-
cus. And I have had the pri-
vilege of having many sup-
portive people along with
me in that journey,” he
said.

The award will be pre-
sented at the 71** National
Film Awards ceremony on
Tuesday.

In a career spanning ov-
er four decades, he has
worked in 400 films and
bagged five national
awards.

Mohanlal dedicates Phalke award to Indian
film industry

HIEATd 1 BTedh RIPR HRAI fived IeT
&1 guffa fear

e Actor Mohanlal has said that he is dedicating the
prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke Award for which he has
been selected to Indian cinema.

AT Hig=TeTe 3 Bl © fob 98 Uffgd qrerae
BTed REPR, e o 3 1 T 8, 1 URdATg
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o ‘| speak with a deep sense of humility and gratitude
here. This is a proud moment and | cannot enjoy this
alone. I'm sharing this with everyone, the audience, the
people | have worked with in the past, the ones | am
working with in the present and those | will be working
with in the future,” he told presspersons here on Sunday.

7 gt e famTgaT 3R Fagar & I i BT | I8 U
T BT &0 § SR T 5 Sfbat ] 7 GopaT | H 30 Wit &
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e The actor, who arrived here in the moming, said the
award was special and a beautiful one for him and the
entire film industry. “The award is for the entire Indian
film industry,” he said.
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Work of many people
Cad|

e “l am not a person who dreams a lot. If you were to
ask me what my social commitment is, | would say that it
is to attempt to play the roles | am being given in the best
possible manner. | will give it my best try. But you cannot
do a movie alone; it is the work of many people. | pray
that we get to make good movies and that good movies
are made in the Malayalam industry. | just want to be a
part of that. That is my dream,” he said.
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e He said the industry he worked with was like “God”
for him and that cinema was like magic.
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“Cinema is a vicious circle. It is magic. We cannot predict anything about it. When two movies
become successful, then it elevates you and when it fails, it is the opposite. To stay in such
an industry for 48 years is like being in a circus. And | have had the privilege of having many

supportive people along with me in that journey,” he said.
YT U g&ash ¢ | Te g ol gH sUb aR A po i T T Ghd | 9IS & e Wbt
BIcit 8, Al I8 SUH! 391 IoTa § IR T TG SIHd gl §, a1 39P fAuRId gl 5| W ST |
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e The award will be presented at the 71st National Film Awards ceremony on Tuesday.

Ig RIPR HIAGR DI 719 1P foed TR WARIE H UaH fobar Sem|

e In a career spanning over four decades, he has worked in 400 films and bagged five
national awards.
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IAF’s legendary workhorse MiG-21 to fly into
sunset on Sept. 26 after six decades of service

Saurabh Trivedi earning the nickname F-16 in 2019 before being
NEW DELHI ‘First Supersonics’. Over captured across the bor-

The Indian Air Force will
officially retire its legen-
dary MiG-21 fighter jets on
September 26, marking the
end of nearly six decades
of service for the aircraft
widely hailed as the “work-
horse” of India’s air
defence.

A ceremonial flypast
and decommissioning
event will be held at the
IAF base in Chandigarh
and will be attended by se-
nior military leaders and
veteran pilots who have
flown the jet across

Glorious stint: Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh flew the aircraft recently

the years, India inducted
more than 700 MiG-21s of
different variants, many
built domestically by the
Hindustan  Aeronautics
Limited.

The aircraft was the
backbone of the IAF till the
mid-2000s, playing crucial
roles in the 1965 and 1971
wars, the 1999 Kargil con-
flict, the 2019 Balakot air
strikes, and most recently

der. Besides combat suc-
cesses, the MiG-21 also
boosted India’s aerospace
industry, pushing indige-
nous manufacturing and
technological capabilities
to new levels.

The IAF, in a post on X,
described the MiG-21 as a
“warhorse that carried the
pride of a nation into the
skies” and released a tri-
bute video showcasing its

ahead of its official retirement. FILE PHOTO Operation Sindoor. It was  storied history.
in a MiG-21 that Group Cap- As the MiG-21 squadrons
generations. personic fighter, with its tain Abhinandan Vartha- are phased out, the IAF’s
Inducted in 1963, the maiden squadron — the 28  man (then Wing Comman-  combat strength will dip to
MiG-21 was India’s first su-  Squadron at Chandigarh —  der) shot down a Pakistani 29 squadrons.

IAF’s legendary workhorse MiG-21 to fly into sunset on Sept. 26 after six
decades of service

JTSUTH BT fETTst ghgid fAT-21 B8 <! 31 a1 & 91 26 fdear & RermR

g

e The Indian Air Force (IAF) will officially retire its legendary MiG-21 fighter jets on
September 26, marking the end of nearly six decades of service for the aircraft widely
hailed as the “workhorse” of India’s air defence.
YRR IRIEAT (STFTTP) 370+ ferrel FRT-21 a1 faumi & 26 Ridar &1 sifi@ie &4
Y Re’R S, S 58 g1 @I AaT BT 3id TN T8 [0 YRA B IR I8 FT “qhbgia”
AT STl @1 5 |

o A ceremonial flypast and decommissioning event will be held at the IAF base in
Chandigarh and will be attended by senior military leaders and veteran pilots who have
flown the jet across generations.
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Inducted in 1963, the MiG-21 was India’s first supersonic fighter, with its maiden squadron
— the 28 Squadron at Chandigarh — eaming the nickname ‘First Supersonics’.

1963 T AT o T fT-21, HIRT 1 Ul GUREI-d WIgex U, ot ugdl WhigT —
GSNTe R 28 TWp1g — BI Wmﬁw &1 IuAH et

Over the years, India inducted more than 700 MiG-21s of different variants, many built
domestically by the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

It §, YR A 700 | iR 121 & faft afvie wnfta fo, o @ o3 g

TRIFITeqd fafies (Tauee) gR1 <=1 & §H1T U
The aircraft was the backbone of the IAF till the mid-2000s, playing crucial roles in the 1965

and 1971 wars, the 1999 Kargil conflict, the 2019 Balakot air strikes, and most recently
Operation Sindoor.

Ig faU A9 2000 & SRH dF MMITTCE B g 8T 3R 1965 3R 1971 F i, 1999
gl:gmﬁzr&, 2019 STATHIC TIR WISH 3R 81d o1 § AT Rigr & Tgayul Yiem
|

It was in a MiG-21 that Group Captain Abhinandan Varthaman (then Wing Commander)
shot down a Pakistani F-16 in 2019 before being captured across the border.

2019 ¥ U &y 3ifieig atfar @@ e fa wie) 3 te firr-21 3 wifwari Tw-16 &
OR FIRmn o1, forges 1¢I5 H1 UR Uahe forar |

Besides combat successes, the MiG-21 also boosted India’s aerospace industry, pushing
indigenous manufacturing and technological capabilities to new levels.

g o gwaarstt & 3rardr, firT-21 3 URY & TR ST & off sgrar o oik et
fmfor g ae-te! gmars @ 97 TR d% ggar|

The IAF, in a post on X, described the MiG-21 as a “warhorse that carried the pride of a
nation into the skies” and released a tribute video showcasing its storied history.

7 TR | IS URe | fiRT-21 &7 “aivgid ;:g%ﬁwﬁamﬁﬁqgw
o1 3R $HD! UfETRID IR G aren yegisrter difsar

As the MiG-21 squadrons are phased out, the IAF’s combat strength will dip to 29
squadrons.

S B fiT-21 T &) IRUEG i 3 GeTT S, STEUUW B g5 &IHdT TTH 29
PTG 3G ST |
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Questions am:f Answers to the September 19
edition of thé“daily quiz: 1. This film centred around
a scandal that brought down the Nixon government.
Redford played this journalist in the film. Ans: All the
President’s Men; Bob Woodward

2. Redford starred in this film which was based on a
book by Karen Blixen. Ans: Out of Africa

3. Redford’s final appearance on screen was in this
superhero film based on the Marvel comics. Ans:
Avengers: Endgame

4. Name the film festival named after a character
played by Redford. Name the film as well. Ans:
Sundance Film Festival; Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid

5. This film, directed by Redford, dramatised the
rigged TV shows of the 1950s. Ans: Quiz Show

6. The name of this famous song that was also used in
the background of a montage in Spider-Man 2. Ans:
Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head

Visual: Redford was nominated at the Academy

Awards for best actor for his performance in this film.

Ans: The Sting
Early Birds: Erfanally Oosmany| Tito Shiladitya|
Sonali Das| Sudhir Thapa| Sukdev Shet

exposed the Watergate scandal.

Quiz
All the President's Men (1976)

¢ Film Overview: A 1976 American biographical
political thriller directed by Alan J. Pakula, based on the
1974 non-fiction book by Bob Woodward and Carl
Bernstein.

e Plot: Follows Washington Post reporters Woodward
and Bernstein as they investigate the 1972 Watergate
break-in, uncovering a major political scandal that leads
to President Richard Nixon's resignation.

e Cast:

o Robert Redford as Bob Woodward

o Dustin Hoffman as Carl Bemstein

o Jason Robards as Ben Bradlee

e Awards: Won four Academy Awards, including Best
Supporting Actor for Jason Robards

Bob Woodward's Role

¢ Real-Life Journalist: Bob Woodward is a veteran
investigative journalist who, along with Carl Bernstein,

¢ Film Portrayal: In the film, Woodward is portrayed by Robert Redford.
o Legacy: Woodward has continued his journalistic work, authoring several books and
maintaining a significant presence in American media.

Watergate Scandal Background

e Incident: In June 1972, five men broke into the Democratic National Committee headquarters
at the Watergate complex in Washington D.C.
e Objective: They aimed to wiretap phones and steal documents to help Nixon's reelection

campaign.

¢ Investigation: Woodward and Bernstein conducted meticulous investigative reporting,
exposing the cover-up orchestrated by the Nixon administration.

e Outcome: Revelations from their reporting contributed to Nixon’s resignation on August 8,
1974, making him the first U.S. president to resign.

Significance of the Film

¢ Highlights the power and importance of investigative journalism in a democracy.
o Emphasizes integrity, accountability, and the role of the free press in exposing political

corruption.

e Serves as an educational tool for understanding political scandals and media ethics

Out of Africa (1985)

e Film Overview: Out of Africa is a 1985 American epic romantic drama directed by Sydney
Pollack, starring Meryl Streep and Robert Redford.

e Source Material: Based on the 1937 autobiographical book Out of Africa by Danish author
Karen Blixen (pen name Isak Dinesen).

e Plot: The film narrates the life of Karen Blixen, a Danish baroness, who moves to Kenya to
run a coffee plantation and her romantic relationship with hunter Denys Finch Hatton (played

by Robert Redford).

o Themes: Colonial Africa, love, personal freedom, adaptation to new culture, and the struggles

of plantation life.
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Robert Redford’s Role

e Character: Portrays Denys Finch Hatton, a British big-game hunter and Karen Blixen’s love
interest.

e Contribution: Redford’s performance added depth to the romantic and adventurous elements
of the story, highlighting the contrast between European colonial life and African landscapes.

Meryl Streep’s Role

e Character: Portrays Karen Blixen, bringing authenticity to Blixen’s life as a European settler
navigating love, loss, and management of a coffee plantation in early 20th-century Kenya.

Awards and Recognition

e Won 7 Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Director (Sydney Pollack), and Best
Cinematography.

o Celebrated for its cinematography, depicting the natural beauty of Kenya and the African
savannah.

¢ Known for historical accuracy in portraying colonial-era life, plantation management, and
societal interactions.

Historical and Geographical Context

¢ Kenya in Early 20th Century: Under British colonial rule, European settlers ran large coffee
plantations.

o Coffee Plantation Life: Highlighted the challenges of running a plantation, labor
management, and the harsh climate.

e Romance and Freedom: Story reflects the tension between personal desire and societal
expectations, emphasizing Karen Blixen’s independence

Sundance Film Festival

e Overview: The Sundance Film Festival is one of the largest independent film festivals in the
United States and the world, showcasing innovative storytelling in independent cinema. It was
founded by Robert Redford in 1981 to provide a platform for independent filmmakers.

e Origin of the Name: The festival is named after Redford’s character “The Sundance Kid”
from the 1969 film Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, which he starred in alongside
Paul Newman. This film’s success and cultural impact contributed to the choice of name for
the festival.

Quiz Show (1994) — Directed by Robert Redford

Overview

e Quiz Show is a 1994 American drama film directed by Robert Redford.

e The film dramatised the rigged television quiz shows of the 1950s in the United States,
exposing scandals in what was considered the “Golden Age of Television.”

e Based on the book “Remembering America: A Voice from the Fifties” by Richard N.
Goodwin and “The Quiz Show Scandals” reports of the era.

Historical Background

e |Inthe 1950s, TV quiz shows like “Twenty-One” became extremely popular in the United
States.

e Contestants were secretly given answers to increase drama and boost ratings, leading to
nationwide scandals when uncovered in the late 1950s.

e The scandal led to congressional hearings and reforms in TV broadcasting regulations.
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Host of new sporting leagues in India
transform into booming businesses

Sports in India is finally emerging from the shadows of cricket; there are at least a dozen non-cricketing national leagues with high audiences and

good monetisation opportunities; franchise-based non-cricket sports leagues are finally taking off as commercialisation opportunities open up

NEWS ANALYSIS

Chitra Narayanan

ext year, India will
Nbe hosting  the
World  Armwres-

tling Championship. This
will give the country’s Pro
Panja League (PPL) a big
shot in the arm. “Our
players will be able to
brush shoulders with the
best of the best from
around the world. That will
give them more confi-
dence,” declared Parvin
Dabas, actor, director and
co-founder of PPL at Play-
com, the KPMG-Sportstar
Business of Sports event
held recently in Delhi.

Mr. Dabas described
how influencer marketing
and a sizeable social media
audience base had made
the Pro Panja league a suc-
cess story. “The market is
bigger than we thought,”
he said, sharing how viral
videos by athletes drove 1.5
billion plus social media
views for PPL.

Sports in India is finally
emerging from the sha-
dows of cricket. There are
at least a dozen non-crick-
eting national leagues with
high audiences and good
monetisation opportuni-
ties. Take the Pro Kabaddi
League, which clocked 226
million viewers and whose
franchise revenues are ris-
ing steadily, according to
‘Sportlight’, a KPMG-Sport-
star report on the business
of sports in India. Ad rates

rose by 12% year-over-year
for PKL, with expected me-
dia revenue exceeding
100 crore, says the report.

New leagues

Even more encouraging is
new leagues are creating
waves. Take the Prime Vol-
leyball League, Ultimate
Kho Kho, Ultimate Table
Tennis and Global Chess
League. And, new sports
like pickleball and padel
are exploding, changing
the topography of the
sports business.

Prasanth Shanthakuma-
ran, head of sports sector
for KPMG India, says the
sporting leagues are now
contributing to at least 25%
(roughly $4.5 billion) of the
country’s sporting econo-
my, which is valued at $19
billion. Of course, 85% of

Esem t Y-
New wave: Sporting leagues are contributing to 25% of India’s sporting economy. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ee

Even more encouraging
is new leagues are
creating waves.And, new
sports like pickleball and
padel are exploding,
changing topography of
the sports business

this is from cricket, which
has no dearth of sponsors
and where threshold levels
have gone up enormously -
witness  how  when
Dreami1 had to bow out of
IPL, Apollo Tyres instantly
padded up with a %579
crore deal, agreeing to
shell out ¥4.5 crore per
match (Dream 11 was pay-
ing only ¥4 crore).

By 2030, Mr. Shantha-

kumaran estimates the size
of India’s sports economy
to cross $40 billion grow-
ing at a CAGR of 10-12%.
The expectation is that by
then sports other than
cricket might contribute a
bit more to the overall pie.
“In the last three or four
years, we are seeing the
broad-basing of sporting
interest beyond cricket,”
says Lloyd Mathias, angel
investor and business stra-
tegist, who follows the bu-
siness of sports keenly. He
lists the reasons why non-
cricket leagues are taking
off dramatically. For star-
ters, social media is a big
contributor. “To get a mass
media audience in many of
these sports is not going to
be easy. Social media al-
lows small interest groups
to come together,” he says.

The second reason, says
Mr. Mathias, is global he-
roes are emerging in many
non-cricket sports, fuelling
the sport. Chess is a good
example. Witness how Glo-
bal Chess League is riding
on success of D. Gukesh’s
sterling showing. And as
brand consultant, Giraj
Sharma of Behind the
Moon points out, “These
new leagues draw eyeballs
via a very high digital pre-
sence. And high social me-
dia views ensure that the
league attracts sponsors.”

Regional leagues
Sporting leagues are prolif-
erating at the regional level
too. As Mr. Sharma ob-
serves with the penetra-
tion of the Internet, aware-
ness of sports has gone up
manifold in semi urban
and rural India, from
where a whole new fan
base is coming. “Exploiting
this growth of followers
and growing fan economy
are sports associations
who are creating leagues
not just at a pan-India level
but also regionally.”

Take the Uttar Pradesh
Kabaddi League or the Ker-
ala Super League, which
are creating visible impact
at the grassroots. As V.K.
Mathews, franchise owner
Calicut Football Club and
Chairman IBS Software,
says, “The rise of regional
sports leagues not only im-
proves the quality of sports
at the grassroots level, but
also provides an opportun-
ity for the youth to take up

sports as a means of eco-
nomic livelihood.”

He says, “The Super
League Kerala football
tournament is poised to be-
come the most anticipated
sporting event in the State
just two years after it has
been established. Each
team is backed by reputa-
ble business houses which
promote competence in its
conduct and extend finan-
cial muscle to the league.”

Mr. Sharma says such
leagues are becoming a
great pull for brands.
“Most of these leagues are
run efficiently and the
scale is not too large, mak-
ing the ticket size afforda-
ble for brands to commit
themselves. And the trick
is to associate with a league
at an early stage and reap
benefits disproportionately
higher than the investment
when the league matures.
These leagues also become
easy picks for regional
brands as there is virtually
no spillover of their mes-
saging in dark spots (areas
where the brand has no
footprint) thus optimising
their spends.”

Sambhav Jain, Director
and Founder, S] Uplift Ka-
baddi Private Ltd., which is
behind the Uttar Pradesh
Kabaddi League, says, “For
brands, this is far more
than visibility on a jersey, it
is about becoming part of a
community where sport al-
ready holds strong cultural
and emotional value.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Host of new sporting leagues in India transform into booming businesses
YRA H 5 WA 6 BT qaad § TRl

e Sports in India is finally emerging from the shadows of cricket; there are at least a dozen non-
cricketing national leagues with high audiences and good monetisation opportunities;
franchise-based non-cricket sports leagues are finally taking off as commercialisation
opportunltles open up.
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o Next year, India will be hostlng the World Armwrestling Championship.
ST TS, YR eS8

e This will give the country’s Pro Panja League (PPL) a big shot in the arm.
g T B W USIT T (PPL) B S1ST TiedTe S|

e “Our players will be able to brush shoulders with the best of the best from around the world.
That will give them more confidence,” declared Parvin Dabas, actor, director and co-founder
of PPL at Playcom, the KPMG-Sportstar Business of Sports event held recently in Delhi.

AR faare! gfar & wday fRaanfsal & Ty ufowgyf o= 96| 3399 3% 31fie sefayr

AT
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foramm, wifda sar9, SiftAdr, Fde ik PPL & U8-TRITUe 7 Playcom, KPMG-Sportstar
fooma 3ifts Wiy gde, et & g1a 81 & smaifora & &gl

Mr. Dabas described how influencer marketing and a sizeable social media audience base
had made the Pro Panja league a success story.

ot ST A IR b HY FIRIUTR ATHIST 3R U Fo QIS HSTT G=feh T = U Ul o
DI T Fhd B! S|

“The market is bigger than we thought,” he said, sharing how viral videos by athletes drove
1.5 billion plus social media views for PPL.

SR SURI T I F871 8, 3617 BHal, Wi B gU & H fRyanfsal & arava difsar 3 ppL
& forT 1.5 3RE A 3iftes Tizrer Hifgan ot I fHu|

Sports in India is finally emerging from the shadows of cricket. There are at least a dozen
non-cricketing national leagues with high audiences and good monetisation opportunities.
HRA H @ fdd: fpdbe & AT A S8R 3136 & | HH A HH U qoid IR-Fbare Id i 8
o S a=fer TWReam iR et HllahRur THTEATY & |

Take the Pro Kabaddi League, which clocked 226 million viewers and whose franchise
revenues are rising steadily, according to ‘Sportlight’, a KPMG-Sportstar report on the
business of sports in India.

A A W B! o, ram 226 fafera axfe sraftfa fhu Sik foraet thargslt sma @aR a6
gl 8, ‘Tidarse’, KPMG-Sportstar RU1E & AR |

Ad rates rose by 12% year-over-year for PKL, with expected media revenue exceeding ¥100
crore, says the report.

PKL & fore fagmue o 12% A1d-er-91d 56l §, 3R AT wifsar sma 2100 #s 9 31
g @t 3ufie 3, Rl gt B

New leagues

T3 A

Even more encouraging is new leagues are creating waves. Take the Prime Volleyball
League, Ultimate Kho Kho, Ultimate Table Tennis and Global Chess League.

3R ft IR a1 U8 @ fob 1S ol ol & UyTa S1e X8 § | S WIg W aretiata o,

I e Tl G, e ¢qd fd iR Taiad a9 AT

And, new sports like pickleball and padel are exploding, changing the topography of the
sports business.

3R S W oY frpaara sk Ted doll 9 9¢ @1 ¢, ¥ HaU™ ST YRR 969 el ol
Prasanth Shanthakumaran, head of sports sector for KPMG India, says the sporting leagues
are now contributing to at least 25% (roughly $4.5 billion) of the country’s sporting economy,
which is valued at $19 billion.

I RMAHHARA, KPMG 33T & W &3 T, H8d ¢ o Td ol 31d o Pt @
3fTaRT BT HH J HH 25% (THIT $4.5 fafera ) Tem 2 & 7, ot oo iud $19
fafra 31

Of course, 85% of this is from cricket, which has no dearth of sponsors and where threshold
levels have gone up enormously.

S, DT 85% fopobe A &, o urdivie] &1 el 781 § 3R et A &R S16) 5 718 2|
Witness how when Dream11 had to bow out of IPL, Apollo Tyres instantly padded up with a
Z579 crore deal, agreeing to shell out 4.5 crore per match (Dream11 was paying only 34
crore).

3% &Y TTq Dream11 &1 IPL § 8241 UST, Y Apollo Tyres = q¥d 579 ®RIS & Al & Ty
HeH ToHI, YIS B9 & [T 4.5 FIS & & olT WgHI & (Dream11 Had 34 IRIS ¢ 6T
Y|

By 2030, Mr. Shanthakumaran estimates the size of India’s sports economy to cross $40
billion growing at a CAGR of 10-12%.

2030 A%, N AAGHARA FT 3 & [ YR Bt Ve 3rfcqawy &1 MR $40 faferas 3 uR
X ST, ST 10-12% P! CAGR WR el |
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The expectation is that by then sports other than cricket might contribute a bit more to the

overall
g%wﬁﬁw%mm@awﬁwﬁﬁasﬁwﬁ@ﬂ

“In the last three or four years, we are seeing the broad-basing of sporting interest beyond
cricket,” says Lloyd Mathias, angel investor and business strategist.

a7 a1 IR auf B, g4 fhdhe & 9183 [l & TUs 3 W e 8, Ped ¢ drds AN,
Tod 3w 3R faeg WHifdeR |

He lists the reasons why non-cricket leagues are taking off dramatically. For starters, social
media is a big contributor.

d SR §dId & fob o TR-fhdbe v dolt T ¢ W81 &1 T |, Wiwrer Hifdar g1
TGS & |

“To get a mass media audience in many of these sports is not going to be easy. Social media
allows small interest groups to come together,” he says.

T 9 B Wal § g5 TS 3RS Ut BT SR el 81| iR Tif$ar Bic 3 Iqg! oI
TH Y M DI AN ST 5,” 3 H8d ¢ |

The second reason, says Mr. Mathias, is global heroes are emerging in many non-cricket
sports, fueling the sport.

Q%?W ot AR & SFER, B3 R-hbe Tail §f AP TR IR W &, TN WA &I Jerar &
|

Chess is a good example. Witness how Global Chess League is riding on success of D.
Gukesh'’s sterling showin

A (P me% 3% &Y TEad 9 AHT D. Gukesh $T AMER YR ot Jhad!
W aR 51

And as brand consultant, Giraj Sharma of Behind the Moon points out, “These new leagues
draw eyeballs via a very high digital presence. And high social media views ensure that the
league attracts sponsors.’

3R §i daece, fiReT ;AT Behind the Moon I Fgd §, ‘4 T3 i 3 fefited Jufufa &
mwﬂﬁgﬁmﬁaaﬂ?ﬁ%mﬁ?ﬁ@wﬂ%mwgﬁ@amﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁ

Regional leagues
& st

Sporting leagues are proliferating at the reglonal level too.
el i it R R 40 360 9 ther T 8
As Mr. Sharma observes with the penetratlon of the Internet, awareness of sports has gone
up manifold in semi-urban and rural India, from where a whole new fan base is coming.
gm%%ﬁmﬁmﬁvﬁm%mﬁ@a% Tdl & gfd Srrewmdr s-xrgt iR ardtor
YRd § &8 A1 §¢ 71 ¢, 9181 I T 741 TR SR 3T 8T 8|

“Exploiting this growth of followers and growing fan economy are sports associations who are
creating leagues not just at a pan-India level but also regionally.”

S URED g 3R Tect b rRfeqawt &1 a1y I aret W T &, off 7 dhad U--3fear
TR R ich e TR R P AT RN

Take the Uttar Pradesh Kabaddi League or the Kerala Super League, which are creating
visible impact at the grassroots.

A A IR U HaSH ST A1 P GUR ST, S S TR IR WF GG YT R @
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Taliban rule out deal on Bagram base despite Trump’s demand
o NS

ence France-Presse
KABUL

An Afghan government de-
fence official said on Sun-
day that a deal over Ba-
gram air base was “not
possible”, after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
he wanted the former U.S.
base back.

Bagram, the largest air
base in Afghanistan, locat-
ed north of the capital Ka-
bul, was the centre of U.S.
operations in their 20 year-
war against the Taliban.

Mr. Trump threatened
unspecified punishment
against Afghanistan if it
was not returned — four
years after it was aban-
doned by U.S. troops.

“If Afghanistan doesn’t
give Bagram Airbase back
to those that built it, the

United States of America,
BAD THINGS ARE GOING
TO HAPPEN!!” the 79-
year-old leader wrote on
his Truth Social platform.

On Sunday, Fasihuddin
Fitrat, chief of staff of Af-
ghanistan’s Ministry of De-
fence, said “some people”
want to take back the base
through a “political deal”.

“Recently, some people
have said that they have
entered negotiations with
Afghanistan for taking
back Bagram air base,” he
said in comments broad-
cast by local media.

“A deal over even an
inch of Afghanistan’s soil is
not possible. We don’t
need it,” he added.

Later in an official state-
ment, the Afghan govern-
ment said warned that “Af-
ghanistan’s independence

Crucial location: Donald Trump has repeatedly criticised the loss
of the Bagram air base, noting its proximity to China. REUTERS

and territorial integrity are
of the utmost
importance”.

Mr. Trump has repeat-
edly criticised the loss of
the base, noting its proxim-
ity to China.

But on Thursday, while
on a state visit to Britain,

was the first time he pu-
blicly raised the idea of the
United States retaking con-
trol of it.

U.S. and NATO troops
chaotically pulled out of
Bagram in July 2021, under
Joe Biden’s presidency but
as part of a 2020 Trump-

brokered deal with Taliban
insurgents.

The loss of crucial air
power saw the Afghan mil-
itary collapse just weeks la-
ter and the Taliban sweep
back to power.

Mr. Trump was asked by
reporters at the White
House if he was consider-
ing sending US troops to
retake Bagram.

“We won’t talk about
that, but we’re talking now
to Afghanistan, and we
want it back and we want it
back soon, right away. And
if they don’t do it, you're
going to find out what I'm
going to do,” he said.

A massive, sprawling fa-
cility, Amnesty Interna-
tional, Human Rights
Watch and others have re-
peatedly raised allegations
of systematic human rights

Taliban rule out deal on Bagram base despite Trump’s demand

dIferaT A €U &) 9T & STae[g IUTH 39 IR gHEi § s96R fear

¢ An Afghan government defence official said on Sunday that a deal over Bagram air base
was “not possible”, after U.S. President Donald Trump said he wanted the former U.S. base
back.

T B WWBR & &l ISR A IR P! gl o ITUmH TR 99 |R His oA “HH
TP B, 59 18 far smARet Ayuf STes du A el i 3 gd oifvest o arow arsd ||

e Bagram, the largest air base in Afghanistan, located north of the capital Kabul, was the centre
of U.S. operations in their 20-year war against the Taliban.

TRITH, MBI &7 Jag

20 91d & g H 3R] A BT ot |
o Mr. Trump threatened unspecified punishment against Afghanistan if it was not returned —
four years after it was abandoned by U.S. troops.

i SU A B Bl ST Tl B YD ¢l 3R U 109 g fohal T — IR 9Idl 916 o

3R AT 7 38 BrST ATl
o ‘“If Afghanistan doesn’t give Bagram Airbase back to those that built it, the United States of

America, BAD THINGS ARE GOING TO HAPPEN!!!" the 79-year-old leader wrote on his

abuses by US forces at Ba-
gram, especially pertain-
ing to detainees in Wash-
ington’s murky “War on
Terror”.

The original airfield was
built with assistance from
what was then the Soviet
Union in the early 1950s,
expanded with U.S. help
during the Cold War, and
significantly ~ developed
further by Moscow during
the decade-long Soviet oc-
cupation of Afghanistan.

At the height of U.S. con-
trol around 2010 it had
grown to the size of a small
town, with supermarkets
and shops including out-
lets such as Dairy Queen
and Burger King.

It was visited by several
U.S. Presidents including
Barack Obama in 2012 and
Mr. Trump in 2019.

ST TR 9, Sl IS 1gat & IR H ¥y B, afera™ & Raems

Truth Social platform.
“3TR SR STITH TORERT &1 3 ANl DI 10 -Tg1 ol forai- 39 -/, Siufd smfve
DI, A G T ara gt 79 I T A SO T WA WehH 0 foraT|

e On Sunday, Fasihuddin Fitrat, chief of staff of Afghanistan’s Ministry of Defence, said “some
people” want to take back the base through a “political deal”.

DI, B & & TACT & I T WP BRIgeH fhexd A o8l b s anr
4 AeIfa® T o A7 ¥ 9oy A1 9164 6 |
o “Recently, some people have said that they have entered negotiations with Afghanistan for
taking back Bagram air base,” he said in comments broadcast by local media.

BT ol B, T© ANl 2 Hgl [ ITIH aTH TR 99 B aT0d oA & 1T SIBMIRA & A1 arai
= B 8, S R Higa & werl
o “A deal over even an inch of Afghanistan’s soil is not possible. We don'’t need it,” he added.
\_:ﬁegmﬁwﬁ Yf & TP §9 Wt gHiar Gya T87 81 89 SqP! SRd el 8, S/
I
e Laterin an official statement, the Afghan government said warned that “Afghanistan’s
independence and territorial integrity are of the utmost importance”.
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I1E § T SMIGIRG M &, BT IBR A Ada-1 & o SrEmi-Rar &1 TW@aaar 8k
&g SRESar 3icd HE@qUi g |
Mr. Trump has repeatedly criticised the loss of the base, noting its proximity to China.

i TU A 99 & Gl I B IR-IR ATATA B, ST diF & fAde g1 BT Icehd Hd gul
But on Thursday, while on a state visit to Britain, was the first time he publicly raised the idea
of the United States retaking control of it.
fpd THaAR B, fie & ISTHR GR & GRM, ITIH Ugell aR Faole FU 4§ SRS gRI
g: frzror § @1 o1 faaR I3
U.S. and NATO troops chaotically pulled out of Bagram in July 2021, under Joe Biden’s
presidency but as part of a 2020 Trump-brokered deal with Taliban insurgents.

3R ATeY AfAPI A SATS 2021 H IR T rouafRyd a8id A Feri o1, o o a1z
T Sregerdr § T Afdh 2020 & TU-THIANG BT 3T 7|
The loss of crucial air power saw the Afghan military collapse just weeks later and the Taliban
sweep back to power.

He@yul arg fadd & T & 916 B 1 $S o1 g0l B (IR T 3R ifera O & o &
die S|
Mr. Trump was asked by reporters at the White House if he was considering sending US
troops to retake Bagram.
aTee B199 A RO 3 it 7u 2 g7 b 707 3 a9 @1 g 4 & Riw siRka A Ao
fIaR FR® |
“We won't talk about that, but we’re talking now to Afghanistan, and we want it back and we
want it back soon, right away. And if they don’t do it, you’re going to find out what I'm going to
do,” he said.

G 5T IR § §1d &1 30, AT 8 31d HIKI & &1 B2 IR 8, 3R g9 38 910 =red
& 9IR Iect T8 €1 3R 3R 3 T g1 Rl &, af 310 S o & o1 v At g, S5 gl
A massive, sprawling facility, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and others have
repeatedly raised allegations of systematic human rights abuses by US forces at Bagram,
especially pertaining to detainees in Washington’s murky “War on Terror"

TS faRme ofR Tratl goft FlaeT, THAREY SexvMd, g9 I5ed ard 3R 3= A apm| 8
3R gal gRT Rieifed AFMEIRER Ieeql & 3RY §R-3R I3 §, favy =0 &
JIRATe &1 3GV “War on Terror’ | Ffegr & gauf A

The original airfield was built with assistance from what was then the Soviet Union in the early
1950s, expanded with U.S. help during the Cold War, and significantly developed further by
Moscow during the decade-long Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.

T TIRWITS ®I 1950 & D B! Yo H A el AIfddd F° S Taradm I S711 747 T,
Qﬂﬁ ¥ SR AR Heg 3 faxdR fwar i, 3R SIHATH R o=Id dal Tifdad weer
& aﬁm A gRT 3R faw Ry fasar man

At the height of U.S. control around 2010 it had grown to the size of a small town, with
supermarkets and shops including outlets such as Dairy Queen and Burger King.

YT 2010 H 3N A0 & I=daH TR R I8 U B VEX b ATHR dFb §¢ T/ T,
ores guRTdhe 3R g e off, S 3a8t i+ ik wiv fa)

It was visited by several U.S. Presidents including Barack Obama in 2012 and Mr. Trump in
2019.

ggﬁ&ﬁhﬁwﬁﬁmémwm,mﬁwm(zmz) 3R ot U (2019) =AW
|
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Sprint relay teams help USA
finish the Worlds on a high

Brilliant Botswana wins men'’s 4x400m; Neugebauer claims the decathlon crown; Odira erases

four-decade old mark in women’s 800m; Olyslagers, Hocker, and Stahl also taste success

ATHLETICS

Reuters
TOKYO

he United States
T finished the World

championships in
style as Noah Lyles and Me-
lissa  Jefferson-Wooden
completed memorable in-
dividual weeks by helping
their country to emphatic
golds in both 4x100 metre
relays in driving rain on
Sunday.

USA finished on top of
the table with 26 medals,
including 11 gold.

Jefferson-Wooden, who
became the second wo-
man to sweep all three
sprint titles at one cham-
pionships, helped the Unit-
ed States to a lead at the
last exchange and Sha’Car-
ri Richardson brought the
baton home in 41.75 se-
conds.

Jamaica finished second
in 41.79 to send sprint
queen Shelly-Ann Fraser-
Pryce, whose 2013 sweep
Jefferson-Wooden emulat-
ed, into retirement with a
17th World championship
medal. Germany came
third in 41.87 for bronze.

In the men’s race, the fi-
nal track event of what has
been a fantastic nine days
of action, the U.S. was slick
in their handovers despite
the testing conditions.
Fast-finishing Canada took
silver in 37.55, with the
Netherlands delighted to
take bronze in a national

Stunning run: Odira gets the better of Olympic champion Hodgkinson and Bell to win the 800m. AP

record 37.81.

Earlier, Botswana pro-
duced a brilliant perfor-
mance to win the men’s
world 4x400 metres relay
in atrocious conditions,
edging out the United
States and South Africaina
blanket finish to become
the first African winners of
the event.

Collen Kebinatshipi, the
21-year-old winner of the
individual title, ran a fan-
tastic leg to snatch gold for
Botswana in two minutes,
57.76 seconds.

USA, winner of nine of
the last 10 World titles,
changed all four athletes
for the final from the
morning run-off and took
silver from South Africa by
two thousandths of a se-
cond after both being

timed at 2:57.83.

USA resumed normal
service in the women’s fi-
nal that followed on the
drenched track with indivi-
dual 400m champion Syd-
ney McLaughlin-Levrone
anchoring it to gold in
3.16.61.

The Jamaicans held on-
to to second place in
3.19.25 despite the efforts
of 400m hurdles gold me-
dallist Femke Bol over the
final leg for the Dutch de-
fending champions, who
finished third in 3.20.18.

Germany’s Leo Neuge-
bauer stepped up from his
Paris Olympic silver to take
the decathlon gold thanks
to a huge javelin personal
best. He scored a season’s
best of 8804 points to fin-
ish ahead of Puerto Rico’s

Sprint relay teams help USA finish the Worlds on a high

Ayden  Owens-Delerme
(8784) and USA’s Kyle Gar-
land (8703).

Kenya’s Lilian Odira pro-
duced a storming finish to
win an the women’s 800m
gold while erasing a 42-
year-old championship re-
cord.

Her time of one minute,
54.62 seconds took down
the oldest championship
record in the book - the
1:54.68 set by Czech athlete
Jarmila Kratochvilova in
1983.

Australia’s Nicola Olys-
lagers, twice an Olympic
silver medallist, won the
women’s high jump, USA’s
Cole Hocker claimed the
men’s 5000m and Swe-
den’s Daniel Stahl heaved
the discus to 70.47m for
the final gold of the meet.

f8ic fra 9 2 srifYeT # Ay AR d Swaw wiF fa™ & A o1
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Brilliant Botswana wins men’s 4x400m; Neugebauer claims the decathlon crown; Odira
erases four-decade old mark in women’s 800m; Olyslagers, Hocker, and Stahl also taste
success

MFGR AT A GFUI BT 4x400 e S ARAESt 3 SH1yar o faare sftar;
33T A wfgar 800 Wer A IR P RAT Rpls disT; siferTa, e 3k werga 7 +ft
HOadr gid &

The United States finished the World championships in style as Noah Lyles and Melissa
Jefferson-Wooden completed memorable individual weeks by helping their country to
emphatic golds in both 4x100 metre relays in driving rain on Sunday.

g Ieg ARST A fay AR 't ;MR 71 7 THTE farar waife e anw sk
AT FBRIA-gS A TSR ARG T8 GRT el §U AR B a0 A GH1 4x100
Hew ¥ & 3rua 331 o1 AR Wl fEam|

USA finished on top of the table with 26 medals, including 11 gold.

ATyt 7 arferet A < wie v faan, e 26 yew wfda 4, o+ 11 9o 31
Jefferson-Wooden, who became the second woman to sweep all three sprint titles at one
championships, helped the United States to a lead at the last exchange and Sha’Carri
Richardson brought the baton home in 41.75 seconds.

AHA-gS, S T A= & @it 9 fBie f&ara siaw aredt g’ afgar o+, 3
Sifow Feara W ARSI &I ggd faars i e RadaT A 41.75 b § o9 W @[T
Jamaica finished second in 41.79 to send sprint queen Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, whose
2013 sweep Jefferson-Wooden emulated, into retirement with a 17th World championship
medal. Germany came third in 41.87 for bronze.

DT 41.79 T GO RIF TR 3T, fora fBie i Aeil-u hor-wsH, e 2013 #t
oftd ABTA-gS A IeRTs, 1741 fay INTART Ugw AHR Aar~ga g5 | wH 41.87 A
FI| & fog F R R W S|

In the men'’s race, the final track event of what has been a fantastic nine days of action, the
U.S. was slick in their handovers despite the testing conditions.

7Y Ft Qs #, AR N 2 $t wréars & sifaw ¢ 3de ) smifver A wdemor 7
gRfRufaat & arasg e gseia’ H Sy wexlH fama

Fast-finishing Canada took silver in 37.55, with the Netherlands delighted to take bronze in a
national record 37.81.

dSil § @ F19 aTet $ATST A 37.55 H T97d ST, SafP AieRas A W Raprs 37.81
Fi SHdaeH? Rt TS |

Earlier, Botswana produced a brilliant performance to win the men’s world 4x400 metres relay
in atrocious conditions, edging out the United States and South Africa in a blanket finish to
become the first African winners of the event.

Ugd, Si1a™T A YA aRFRAfaal o goul 3t fay 4x400 ez Ra st & foe wmer
"exi= forar, 3T 3R 2férur snpieT &) wRiford #= 39 a1 & Ugd npie! fastar a1
Collen Kebinatshipi, the 21-year-old winner of the individual title, ran a fantastic leg to snatch
gold for Botswana in two minutes, 57.76 seconds.

FieaTelRdt, 21 aifa safemra fGare fastan, 3 dcrar & o 2 fime 57.76 G9s
# wuf Sfra & e IeR ER €sT

USA, winner of nine of the last 10 World titles, changed all four athletes for the final from the
morning run-off and took silver from South Africa by two thousandths of a second after both
being timed at 2:57.83.

AT, ot e 10 fay fEarel & & = i gar1 €, 3 gas @1 s 3 sifaq & fog af
IR TYSIEl B g5 R 1 B 2:57.83 W THT 31 & TG GIAAUT 3NBIPT A &t goIRA
IHs | Io7d fern|
USA resumed normal service in the women'’s final that followed on the drenched track with
individual 400m champion Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone anchoring it to gold in 3.16.61.

Iifyer A afitensi & sifow & ar=g Jar b A 3= 3t & i g5 e W ga,
FAfFRTa 400 Hier A= Rys=it AeanTiom-aai= = 33 3:16.61 | vt b THR far|
The Jamaicans held onto second place in 3.19.25 despite the efforts of 400m hurdles gold

medallist Femke Bol over the final leg for the Dutch defending champions, who finished third
in 3.20.18.
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ST A Sifaw AT # 400 Hiex g3 vl ugw fastar bad 9id & WA & JId6[g
3:19.25 W g R YR ool W1, T TP AU IR I R 3:20.18 W AT gTI

e Gemmany’s Leo Neugebauer stepped up from his Paris Olympic silver to take the decathlon
gold thanks to a hugejavelln personal best.

S & forat Ar U 3N Iora T SH1YArd vl sitdr, fazme Hrer safeara
TIYY & PRI

o He scored a season'’s best of 8804 points to finish ahead of Puerto Rico’s Ayden Owens-
Delerme (8784) and USA’s Kyle Garland (8703).

tﬁﬁssmwm@mﬁ%wﬁv%mﬁvqﬁﬂaﬁ%q@m@wéﬁwnqsﬁv
SARYPT & HISA MRAS (8703) IV 3 WA fHar|

e Kenya’s Lilian Odira produced a storming finish to win the women’s 800m gold while erasing
a 42-year-old championship record.

F=a1 ! forfera enfE=r = wfgar 800 Wiex wuf sftam & fore wiveR fpfar=r <t sitv 42 w1
R SR Reid frer faa

e Her time of one minute, 54.62 seconds took down the oldest championship record in the book
— the 1:54.68 set by Czech athlete Jarmila Kratochvilova in 1983.

I991 99T 1 fiFe 54.62 VS RAT 1S dis fear — 1983 # 3& Tyl
I wrerafadar gRT ST T 1:54.68 |

e Australia’s Nicola Olyslagers, twice an Olympic silver medallist, won the women’s high jump,
USA’s Cole Hocker claimed the men’s 5000m and Sweden’s Daniel Stahl heaved the discus
to 70.47m for the final gold of the meet.

e #t fpiar sfaT, 9 IR il void uew fastdn, A ufger &€ v Sh,
SAN®T F Hd Fdx 2 T3 Bt 5000 WeR 3R W & Sfaa wea A favwa o1 70.47
ez 9% BHH: Hie o1 ifaw wauf sitar

Pramod strikes gold on comeback

PARA BADMINTON

Facing stiff competition

up a strong show in the

setter before settling for se-

from Indonesia’s Muh Al  men’ssingles SL4 category, cond place, with the final
Imran, Pramod lost the battling through a tough scoreline reading 2220, 7-
Press Trust of India first set 15-2 but bounced draw before finishing with 21, 17-21.
NE back brilliantly to win the  a silver medal. In the final,
W next two sets 2119, 21-16  he went down to France’s " "“f"“s"
India’s Pramod Bhagat, Su-  and sealing the top prizein  Lucas Mazur 9-21, 8-21. Men’s singles SL3 (final):

Pramod Bhagat bt Muh Al Imran

kant Kadam and Krishna a thrilling contest. Tokyo 2020 Paralympic

\ . . (Ina) 21-19, 21-16.
Nagar brought glory to the In men’s doubles, he champion Krishna also ad- Doubles: kaaadech Dilli &
country at the China Para  paired with Kadam and se-  ded to India’s tally with a N::ee:ss.iv:fjml: bt Pramod

Badminton International

cured silver after falling

silver medal in the men’s

Bhagat & Sukant Kadam 18-21,

2025 with their remarkable  short against compatriots  singles SH6 event. 22-20,21-18.

performances. Jagadesh Dilli and Naveen singles SL4 (final): Lucas Mazur
Pramod made a golden  Sivakumar in a gripping fi-  Valiant fight (Fra) bt Sukant Kadam 21-9, 21-8.

comeback after 18 months,  nal that ended 1821, 2220,  He fought valiantly against  singles SL6 (final): Natthapong

clinching the men’s singles  18-21. Thailand’s Natthapong  Meechai (Tha) bt Krishna Nagar

SL3 gold medal. World No.l Kadam put Meechai in a close three-  22-20,21.7,21-17.
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Pramod strikes gold on comeback

T A arut wR guf siiar

India’s Pramod Bhagat, Sukant Kadam and Krishna Nagar brought glory to the country at
the China Para Badminton International 2025 with their remarkable performances.

YR & FHIG W, Hid HIGH R FUM TR 7 30+ IR U&= I a3+ uRT asfieq
SERARAA 2025 T ST T A1 I b

Pramod made a golden comeback after 18 months, clinching the men’s singles SL3 gold
medal.

THIE 7 18 HEM 91 AR au! & 3R Y3y RiTTeq sL3 Tuf uge Sin

Facing stiff competition from Indonesia’s Muh Al Imran, Pramod lost the first set 15-2 but
bounced back brilliantly to win the next two sets 21-19, 21-16 and sealing the top prize in a
thrilling contest.

SSHRMAT & Y A SR I Fo! Ufaea BT I HRd gY, UHIE - Ugal e 15-2 J R
QA TFER ot B U SATA & e 21-19, 21-16 ﬁ\‘rﬂaaﬁfaﬁ 3R JHTES gatea § i

IRIHR IR fava |

In men’s doubles, he paired with Kadam and secured silver after falling short against
compatriots Jagadesh Dilli and Naveen Sivakumar in a gripping final that ended 18-21, 22-
20, 18-21.

T3 S H, 3B PIeH & 1Y SISl 15 3R IMTFS BRI § SRIadl e feeedt 3k

Hﬂﬂﬁﬂgﬂﬂ%@?ﬂcﬁ 18-21, 22-20, 18-21 T SRR YoId UGP GINRIC [T |

World No.1 Kadam put up a strong show in the men’s singles SL4 category, battling through
a tough draw before finishing with a silver medal.

I% -ioR-1 PIeH = T3 fRITed SL4 907t I IMeR Uex fhar, HieT gaedl 9 ToRd g
TSI UG b 1 FHTW foha |

In the final, he went down to France’s Lucas Mazur 9-21, 8-21.

BIgd B, 3 Wi & BT HoR 9-21, 8-21 I TR HI JH1 A1 UST|

Tokyo 2020 Paralympic champion Krishna also added to India’s tally with a silver medal in
the men’s singles SH6 event.

S} 2020 WTcfE AT Fown 3 off gow RTeT SHe 3dc A Toid Ug® Siiddr HRd Bt
Ued gl # diTeH fear|
Valiant fight

qeraar

He fought valiantly against Thailand’s Natthapong Meechai in a close three-setter before
settling for second place, with the final scoreline reading 22-20, 7-21, 17-21.

IE U P ATATYI=T WS & fars 9 e & B goiaa & Jergd I T 3R g
R R Uy foea, sifaH T RasT 22-20, 7-21, 17-21 61

The results:

Men’s singles SL3 (final): Pramod Bhagat bt Muh Al Imran (Ina) 21-19, 21-16.
Y RATed SL3 (WIsd): UHIG T A Ug 3d SHR (SSHIRMAT) Bl 21-19, 21-16 |
Rl
Doubles: Jagadesh Dilli & Naveen Sivakumar bt Pramod Bhagat & Sukant Kadam 18-
21, 22-20, 21-18.
S TR faeet iR T REpHR 7 wHig wiTd 3R Yobia H1eH &) 18-21, 22-20, 21-
18 | T
Singles SL4 (final): Lucas Mazur (Fra) bt Sukant Kadam 21-9, 21-8.
RiTTed sL4 (w1ga): mwm%wmﬁm-g 21-8 QM@
Smgles SL6 (final): Natthapong Meechai (Tha) bt Krishna Nagar 22-20, 21-7, 21-17.
SL6 (WTgTeT): ATYTII=T HHars (YTEas) A WM TR Pl 22-20, 21-7, 21-17 | AT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 1 6


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

For World champion Minakshi, the journey has
just begun

T3y Ao e & e, am o = & g 2

e The pugilist, who finished on top in the 48kg
category in Liverpool, feels that her training and
focus will determine the road ahead; she is keen to
learn from her seniors and credits coach Vijay for her \ ;
progress and development g - d

forgi- feravge o 48kg goft & =i =M : ,
sTi%raﬁo—m TEGH B 2 1o ST UIRIEMT 3R & S memaﬁﬁmm Ei
gﬁ@ﬁnﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwwﬁ% IR o= TRy SR R e e e 91 9 3t

I

¢ A hard-working and talented youngster coming from a humble background, Minakshi Hooda
remained patient and maintained her focus on her game before making her mark by emerging
as the 48kg World boxing champion in Liverpool.

T BT SR wfaym=met gar, sh fa7w qyufi 9 st &, Wiemeht g1 A & s a1 iR oA
@auv & higd fobar, GﬁTWﬁ%kg fay gaPparelt A R U vgTH TR |

o Despite being in the National camp and proving herself at different international events, she
remained under the radar for several years.
st RIfaR & g SR fafta siamga wfoifiiarstt & e &) ifad v & S1ae[g, 98 &S aut
% & 4 RG]

e Minakshi has no regrets, though “Everyone trains, | was also doing it. When your time
comes, you taste success,” the 24-year-old from Rurki, Haryana told The Hindu.

BTeTifep HiTIeh &) IS vewarar T 81 waﬁwuﬁwéﬁ%%mﬁw@ off | ST STUHT T
3{TAT B, 31T FOerd BT WG TR 8, TRATUN & I BT 24 T 7 ¢ fyg Y samn|

e Since her eye-catching silver-claiming performance against Nikhat Zareen in the 52kg title
clash in the 2021 National championships final at Hisar, Minakshi may not have hogged the
limelight but has kept up her good work to secure a silver in the 2022 Asian
championships, a gold in the BRICS Games and another gold in the Elorda Cup in 2024
apart from medalllng in top domestic events.

2021 # feOR & AP AMUT-RIG Bred # fded 989 & fGaw 52kg erged garad &
3THYh ToTd Uge UeH & are, Hinelt 3 asraage | ea 81 Wi afed IR 301 srst
P SRY 3@, 2022 TRATE AFARM 7 3979, BRICS @4l 1 Wavf 3R 2024  varsf &y A
& 3R ol wfed < s ufaafanst & uew sidaa|

e With World champion Nitu Ghanghas being not at her best, Minakshi grabbed the
opportunity to take the number one spot in the minimum weight division and shone this year
— winning the National crown and medalling in the World Boxing Cup and lifting the World
title.
mﬁ%%ﬁnﬁﬁgm&mﬁﬂa‘%mﬁmqﬁeﬁ Hireft % gAad aoH 3 § HaR T
RIT BIRYA P P TR Uh ST 3R 39 el IHH1 — T Gpe siaas, fay gadbarsit eu
% e Shiaey 3R fy fadra S|

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography
TOPICS COVERED 22 September 2025

1. Varsity denies Governor’s charge on display of Adi Sankara photos

fayfaemera 3 onfe e @1 awdRT & Ue3F W I=IUTd & RIY &t
APRI
2. ‘If cricket is allowed, why not pilgrimage to Pakistan

IR fopdbe F 3rgufa 3, A urfhear &1 didarn «if 78
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3. Uranium unrest
WAy iy
4. Caste survey redux
STl Ad&or IR
5. Gimme red, but make it a different shade of red
3 aTel g, Afp=T ara &7 e Vs A

Celebration of flowers Women Celebrating Bathukamma, a nine-
; 2 Py s 4= day flower festival dedicated to Goddess
Gauri, at Telangana Bhavan in Hyderabad

on Sunday.

a nine-day flower festival dedicated to Goddess Gauri, at Telangana Bhavan in

Hyderabad on Sunday. SIDDHANT THAKUR

BERLIN

Russian military plane entered
airspace over Baltic Sea: Germany

» ”
Germany’s air force on Sunday sent two Eurofighters to track a
Russian IL-20m military aircraft that had entered neutral airspace
over the Baltic Sea, it said, before handing the escort over to NATO
partners in Sweden. NATO’s North Atlantic Council will meet on
Tuesday to discuss Russia’s violation of Estonian airspace. REUTERS
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BIG SHOT

On September 18, scientists reported the discovery of prehistoric insects preserved in amber for the first time in South America, in Ecuador providing a fresh glimpse into life on
earth at a time when flowering plants were just beginning to spread around the world. This image shows a Nematocera fly trapped in amber. Ap

On September 18, scientists reported the discovery of prehistoric
insects preserved in amber for the first time in South America, in
Ecuador providing a fresh glimpse into life on

earth at a time when flowering plants were just beginning to spread
around the world. This image shows a Nematocera fly trapped in
amber.

Amber: Fossilized Tree Resin

e Amber is fossilized tree resin, not a mineral, but an organic
substance.
o Historical Significance:
o Valued since Neolithic times for its color and

beauty.
Used as a gemstone in jewelry since antiquity.
Believed to have healing powers in traditional folk
medicine.
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Formation: Originates as a soft, sticky resin from
ancient trees — over millions of years it fossilizes.
Inclusions: Sometimes contains trapped insects,
plants, or small organisms, giving unique
scientific value.

Color: Typically golden, yellow, or orange, but
may vary from pale to dark.

Scientific Classification

Five classes of amber, defined by chemical composition.
Resinite: Amber found in coal seams.
Ambrite: Specific type of amber found in New Zealand coal seams.

Jewelry: Necklaces, pendants, and decorative items.

Scientific Research: Preserves prehistoric life (e.g., insects, plants) — important for
studying ancient ecosystems.

Medicinal/Folk Use: Traditionally used as a healing stone.
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Varsity denies Governor’s charge

K.S. Sudhi
KOCHI

The authorities of the Sree
Sankaracharya University
of Sanskrit at Kalady have
denied Kerala Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arle-
kar’s allegation that the
pictures of Adi Sankara, af-
ter whom the university
has been named, is not al-
lowed to be displayed in
the university.

Mr. Arlekar made the al-
legation while inaugurat-
ing the State conference of
the Yoga Kshema Sabha at
Perumbavoor on Saturday.
“In that university, any
photograph or chithra of
Adi Sankara is not allowed.
Who is behind all these
things,” he asked.

A picture of Adi Sankara
displayed in the V-C's chamber
at the Sree Sankaracharya
University of Sanskrit, Kalady.

However, the university
authorities said the pic-
tures of Adi Sankara were
prominently displayed in
the offices of the Vice-
Chancellor and the Regis-
trar and other important
places in the institution.

“A sculpture of Adi San-
kara greets the visitors as
they enter the campus.
The picture of Adi Sankara

on disBlaX of Adi Sankara photos

is prominently displayed in
my room,” said K.K. Geeth-
akumary, Vice-Chancellor
in-charge of the university.

“A large-sized painting
series depicting the life of
Sankaracharya was till re-
cently displayed at the li-
brary for people to learn
about the life and times of
the seer. The painting se-
ries will shortly be relocat-
ed and displayed at a hall
on the campus,” she said.

Mothi George, Registrar
of the university, also con-
firmed the display of the
picture of Adi Sankara in
his room and other centres
of the university.

When contacted, Raj
Bhavan sources said the
Governor was making an
extempore speech.

Varsity denies Governor’s charge on display of Adi Sankara photos

fayfaerey A nfe w31 F TR & U R ISUUTE & RIY B THRT

o The authorities of the Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit at Kalady have denied
Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar’s allegation that the pictures of Adi
Sankara, after whom the university has been named, is not allowed to be displayed in the

university.

5t fq oft s depa fayfaerea & sfieial & F¥a & Isaura Ieis oy
AP & 3T 3RIY T ZABR fobar fb 3nfe T, o T W fayfaemera &1 7 W& m g,
DI TERI B! fyyfaerea & velRfa w1 &1 srafd T 21

e Mr. Arlekar made the allegation while inaugurating the State conference of the Yoga
Kshema Sabha at Perumbavoor on Saturday.

oft 3y A AR FI UFaqR T TRT & TUT & o9 T BT IgIC HRd 9 T8 R

SR
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“In that university, any photograph or chithra of Adi Sankara is not allowed. Who is behind all
these things,” he asked.
39 fqyfaemea & onfe wiwwr & o1 off R a1 fod o orgafa 161 81 371 99 diell & 1 oA
g, 3T g@T
o However, the university authorities said the pictures of Adi Sankara were prominently
displayed in the offices of the Vice-Chancellor and the Registrar and other important places
in the institution.
gretifer, fayfaemera srftraTiat = g1 fas 3nfe <= &1 TR Faufa SR IRER &
HIAI! TUT IR & 3= HEAYUl R TR Tadl ¥ yeiid &1 78 g
o “A sculpture of Adi Sankara greets the visitors as they enter the campus. The picture of Adi
Sankara is prominently displayed in my room,” said K.K. Geethakumary, Vice-Chancellor
in-charge of the university.
“3(Tfe BT B! UFTHT IR BT WRTA Fcll ¢ ofd 9 URTR H YA & g | 3MTfS RihT Bl
gﬁ?ﬁ%mﬁmﬁw&hﬁnﬁ%f fayfaea & Srdare® paufd &.&. HATGART
hgll
o “Alarge-sized painting series depicting the life of Sankaracharya was till recently displayed
at the library for people to learn about the life and times of the seer. The painting series will
shortly be relocated and displayed at a hall on the campus,” she said.
& SftaeT &I a1 aTcl S8 SHTPR B 0 4Tl 310 d YRaPbrad 1 UeRid &1 18
off AP AT 39 T & S SR THI F IR & oF 9 | I8 o el oI & UReR & T gret
o RIFTART 31 @ 3R FaiRid i Sme,” 35 el

o Mothi George, Registrar of the university, also confirmed the display of the picture of Adi
Sankara in his room and other centres of the university.
fayfamera & TRRER Wt St 7 off A AR 3R fayfae™ & srg Fai o onfe T Bt
TR ¥ TeRi F gy 3

o When contacted, Raj Bhavan sources said the Governor was making an extempore
speech.

HUH XA IR, AAYTH & AL A Bl o ISqUTA aTepIierd HIHIT ¢ 3 A |

Adi Shankaracharya (Sankaracharya)

e Adi Shankaracharya (788-820 CE approx.) was a great Indian philosopher and
theologian.

e He is regarded as the reviver of Hinduism during a period of decline due to the
rise of Buddhism, Jainism, and ritualistic practices.

o Founder of the Advaita Vedanta philosophy — non-dualism, which emphasizes
the unity of the individual soul (4tman) and the ultimate reality (Brahman).

Life and Early Background

e Born in Kaladi, Kerala.

e Took sannyasa (monastic vows) at a very young age.

e Travelled across India to debate scholars and spread his teachings.
e Lived only 32 years, yet left a profound impact.

Philosophy — Advaita Vedanta

e Core Teaching:
o The ultimate reality is Brahman, eternal and unchanging.
o The world is Maya (illusion), and ignorance (Avidya) creates the false
sense of duality.
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o Liberation (Moksha) is attained through self-knowledge (Jnana Yoga) and
realization of the unity of Atman and Brahman.
o Famous Statement: “Brahma Satyam, Jagat Mithya, Jivo Brahmaiva Na
Aparah”
(“Brahman is the only reality, the world is illusory, and the individual soul is not
different from Brahman.”)

Literary Works

e Commentaries (Bhashyas) on:

o Upanishads

o Bhagavad Gita

o Brahmasutras (his most famous commentary, Brahmasutra Bhashya).
e Prakarana Granthas (introductory texts):

o Vivekachudamani

o Atma Bodha

o Upadesa Sahasri.
o Hymns (Stotras): Composed many devotional hymns like Bhaja Govindam,

Soundarya Lahari.

Institutional Contributions

Established four mathas (monastic centers) in four corners of India:

o Sringeri (Karnataka) — South

o Dwarka (Gujarat) — West

o Puri (Odisha) — East

o Badrinath/Jyotirmath (Uttarakhand) — North
o These mathas preserved and propagated Vedantic philosophy and still continue the
tradition.

e Adi Shankaracharya with his resound logic and reasoning proved that both
Buddhism and Jainism were branches of Brahmanism.
e Assuch that they had no identity of their own.

e Adi Shankaracharya united all the sects and sub-sects into one system
called Sanatana dharma.

e He incorporated all the systems of worship into one form
called Panchayathana.

e Under the system, Shiva, Vishnu, Surya, Durga, and Ganapati are put together
to worship.

e The system influenced Hindu temple architecture.

e Followers of Adi Shankaracharya were called Smarthas.
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Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

anwaljit Kaur Dhil-

lon, a 54-year-old

devotee from Sam-
rala in Ludhiana of Punjab,
was eagerly preparing for
her pilgrimage to Nankana
Sahib with her husband to
mark Guru Nanak Dev’s
birth anniversary in No-
vember. However, her ex-
citement turned to dismay
when she learned of the
Centre’s advisory directing
States not to process appli-
cations for the religious
journey to Pakistan.

As India and Pakistan
face off for a second match
in the Asia Cup being
played in Dubai on Sun-
day, many like Ms. Dhillon
are asking why cricket can
go ahead, but not pilgrim-
ages that had been
planned for months.

While the Kartarpur Sa-
hib cross-border corridor
has been closed since Op-
eration Sindoor in May, the
Union Home Ministry an-
nounced earlier this
month that visit by Sikh pil-
grim “jathas” (groups) to
Nankana Sahib, the birth-
place of Guru Nanak, will
also be stopped
indefinitely.

“Considering the pre-

Pilgrimage at pause: The Kartarpur Sahib cross-border corridor
has been closed since Operation Sindoor in May. REUTERS

vailing security scenario
with Pakistan, it would not
be possible to send Sikh
pilgrims’ jatha to Pakis-
tan,” the notice sent by the
Ministry to the State go-
vernments said.

‘A shock move’

“It came as shock to me
when I heard that our go-
vernment is not allowing
us to Nankana Sahib. My
husband and I were upbeat
about our travel to pay
obeisance but all are joy
got shattered. If the game
of cricket between two na-
tions could be allowed,
then why restrict us?”
asked Ms. Dhillon, one
among the 1,900 aspirants
who had submitted her ap-

plications to the Shiromani
Gurdwara  Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), which
manages historic gurdwa-
ras, for going with the
‘jatha’ to Pakistan.

Sikh organisations and
political parties have been
urging the Centre not just
to reconsider its latest deci-
sion surrounding the pil-
grim travel to Nankana Sa-
hib, but also to reopen the
Kartarpur corridor, which
allows devotees to visit the
historic Darbar Sahib gurd-
wara in Pakistan. The cor-
ridor was inaugurated in
2019. It was closed briefly
during the pandemic be-
fore being reopened in
2021. However, on May 9,
Foreign Secretary Vikram

‘If cricket is allowed, why not pilgrimage to Pakistan

R fopdbe B rgAfa €, A wribear @1 divefarn wi =&

Sikh organisations and political parties urge govt. to reconsider decision barring visit
to Nankana Sahib, the birthplace of Guru Nanak, in Pakistan; they call for reopening
of the Kartarpur corridor

If cricket is allowed, why
not pilgrimage to Pakistan’

Sikh organisations and political parties urge govt. to reconsider decision barring visit to Nankana
Sahib, the birthplace of Guru Nanak, in Pakistan; they call for reopening of the Kartarpur corridor

Misri announced that “in
view of the existing securi-
ty scenario, the services of
the Kartarpur Sahib Corri-
dor have been suspended
till further directions”.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry declined to com-
ment on when the corridor
may be reopened, and the
website for registrations
has suspended
applications.

Amarjit Singh, Director
of Sikh Studies Chair at Gu-
ru Nanak Dev University in
Amritsar, questioned the
rationale of the govern-
ment’s decision. “We have
seen several wars with Pa-
kistan, but the pilgrimages
have carried on. Sikhs
from across the world
would be visiting Nankana
Sahib, so security would
not be an issue only for
Sikhs from India?”

“What happened in Pa-
halgam is condemnable.
But then the Government
of India should sever all re-
lations with Pakistan, not
pick and choose. If you can
play cricket with them
then why stop pilgrims
from visiting Pakistan? ”
said Dharam Singh, former
professor of Sikh Studies at
Punjabi University, Patiala.

(With inputs from Suha-
sini Haidar in Delhi)
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R el 3R Terifa® @l A TRER I NS & 6 AH$ & THRITH T-IHTT
?ﬁﬁﬁ_wﬁ%mwmwwmm;mmaﬁﬁw
Qe & /i

Kanwaljit Kaur Dhillon, a 54-year-old devotee from Samrala in Ludhiana of Punjab, was

eagerly preparing for her pilgrimage to Nankana Sahib with her husband to mark Guru

Nanak Dev’s birth anniversary in November.

F-aceitd e feeat, 54 adfa gz, woRTan, gl dere 9, som ufd & W AHe

aifed o Ffamn & IRt IR 6 A dIfes AaeR B TE A 3a Sit B STdat T4 9 |

However, her excitement turned to dismay when she leamed of the Centre’s advisory

directing States not to process applications for the religious journey to Pakistan.

BT, 919 I51 I8 AT i F TRPR P! qaAE & IS Y UIfh @ urfife

T & 3ATde- Bt ufshar # 9 @ &1 A fear man g, gw&ﬁmﬁwﬁwn@

As India and Pakistan face off for a second match in the Asia Cup being played in Dubai

on Sunday, many like Ms. Dhillon are asking why cricket can go ahead, but not

pilgrimages that had been planned for months.

ORI 8t UIR 3R UIfbwar 1 gt TR U A AAaR $i gas & [l 11, s anT, o

fo Feaereiia B feewl, U@ 8 § & fhdbe @t srgufa «af €, ot 7=t Q@ giern a8 18

A ®1 ergufa i 78T

While the Kartarpur Sahib cross-border corridor has been closed since Operation

Sindoor in May, the Union Home Ministry announced earlier this month that visit by Sikh

pilgrim “jathas” (groups) to Nankana Sahib, the birthplace of Guru Nanak, will also be

stopped indefinitely.

PRIARYR ATed HHI-UR BIRESR A A TR Rigk & 18 1 9 8, P9 7[¢ ey 3

T T 1 31T | Biwon o fos g dfarfal & sif (@we)) @ F9er afte, S

AP BT TR 7, 31 9 o sifafiaera & fore g o & omeh

“Considering the prevailing security scenario with Pakistan, it would not be possible to

send Sikh pilgrims’ jatha to Pakistan,” the notice sent by the Ministry to the State

governments said.

“qTfeeare & ATy HivlgT GRam fRAfT i daa gu, R dfarfra o1 st wifeswam S

ya g §,” T8 ST HATAT GRI I WRBRI ! Vol T Afed § gl T |

‘A shock move’

“It came as a shock to me when | heard that our government is not allowing us to go to

Nankana Sahib.

S8 7Y G b AR WBR g TSI Ifeq o1 B A T 2 &1 8, o 78 R forg

AT arer ol

My husband and | were upbeat about our trip to pay obeisance but all our joy got shattered.

TR U SR F oot I Bl AR Ifed ¥, Afe gART UK GRIT foeR 75|

If the game of cricket between two nations could be allowed, then why restrict us?” asked Ms.

Dhillon, one among the 1,900 aspirants who had submitted her application to the Shiromani

Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), which manages historic gurdwaras, for going

with the ‘jatha’ to Pakistan.

3R 1 <=0 & oid fopdbe A 1 Srgafal < S Fabdll 8, ) 845 o1 JiehT o g1 82" T8 Jard

F-aaeid DR feeal 7 I3, Sl 1,900 TAEHI H U TP § oo Upwdar ot & A 5 &

%&%ﬂn&wwﬁm (@SR H 3raeH fear o1, Sl UagTRie TEgRT &1 Uded
I

Sikh organisations and political parties have been urging the Centre not just to

reconsider its latest decision surrounding the pilgrim travel to Nankana Sahib, but also to

reopen the Kartarpur corridor, which allows devotees to visit the historic Darbar Sahib

gurdwara in Pakistan.

Rr@ Wire iR Iif® ga $% PR ¥ 7 Had T-IHHT Fifgd drfarn R forg g

giferar fAofg IR (AR 37 31, Sfch FYaRYR iR & fihe I Wies &1 of omig ax

R 8, o ggrqeit ot uifhear H RfeeTiRie oRaR AIfed TogRT 9 & 3 ST 8|
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The corridor was inaugurated in 2019. It was closed briefly during the pandemic before
being reopened in 2021.

T HINSR 2019 W IguTfed far a1 4T 33 HRTHRY & GRTH SR U | d¢ far
3R 2021 # b= [ rar T |

However, on May 9, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri announced that “in view of the existing
security scenario, the services of the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor have been suspended till
further directions”.

g, 9 US &I faexT Aia fashd faedt = giwon o1 3 “adam qRem fRufd &1 ad g,
PIARYR AIed PINSR P YATU ATl M dep Foreifed & 7 g1

The External Affairs Ministry declined to comment on when the corridor may be reopened,
and the website for registrations has suspended applications.

fadwr wamery 7 g5 fRwof H A 37HR R &1 fb HINSR e Gl ST, 3IR UsiibRur b
JeYISC A e WIPHR HIAT dg X a1 5|

Amarijit Singh, Director of Sikh Studies Chair at Guru Nanak Dev University in Amritsar,
questioned the rationale of the government’s decision.

TSIt R, TE A da gHaRid, sifawr ¥ e wdie R & Fed=®, A IR &
fufg & qb W Hara I3[

“We have seen several wars with Pakistan, but the pilgrimages have carried on. Sikhs from
across the world would be visiting Nankana Sahib, so security would not be an issue only
for Sikhs from India?”

T UIfARaT & 1Y $s g5 4 ©, Qi arfammg wirdt 3| g 1R 9 R e
aifgd Se, df Rk uRa & Raal & forg gram g1 =i g

“What happened in Pahalgam is condemnable.

“qgaTH § S g3 a8 e B

But then the Government of India should sever all relations with Pakistan, not pick and
choose.

AT 79 URd IRPR & UTfpea & a1y Jft Hae G o3 ¢+ 91, 7 & gfier =u a
foofg = =nfgul

If you can play cricket with them, then why stop pilgrims from visiting Pakistan?” said
Dharam Singh, former professor of Sikh Studies at Punjabi University, Patiala.

3R 3T I 1Y fopdbe Wd APpd 8, ) driafEat & aifewar oq 9 i e I8 82 T8
B ¢ ud Rig, 7d MibwR, ysiret gf-aRid, ufearer
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Uranitim unrest

Resource extraction projects should
have the people’s consent

he Centre’s decision to mine uranium at
T any cost from Meghalaya, after delibera-
tions with local leaders proved futile, is a
troubling benchmark in India’s history of re-
source extraction. Khasi groups have opposed
the exploration and extraction of large deposits
in Domiasiat and Wahkaji since the 1980s. Re-
cently, the Union Environment Ministry issued
an office memorandum (OM) exempting the ex-
traction of atomic, critical, and strategic minerals
from public consultation. Local groups have al-
ready condemned the OM-based route; one asso-
ciated with the ruling party has called on the
Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council to use its
Sixth Schedule powers to protect tribal rights.
OMs are executive instruments that erode pro-
cedural safeguards and are issued without inde-
pendent scrutiny. In this case, the OM reduces
stewarding communities to bystanders in deci-
sions with profound consequences for them.
This is not the first time that the government has
moved with force on the matter of uranium. The
Uranium Corporation of India Limited has con-
ducted operations in Jharkhand’s Singhbhum dis-
trict for decades. While hearings for expansion
or new mines were met with protests over radia-
tion exposure and loss of livelihoods, villagers
have also alleged that the Corporation issued not-
ices in unfamiliar languages and disregarded ob-
jections. For tribal communities, the experience
has reinforced the perception that their land re-
mains a ‘resource frontier’ for the ‘Rest of India’.
In its conversations with the local leaders, the
state should have respected their refusal, but has
instead signalled that ‘no’ is no longer an accepta-
ble answer. Uranium mining is highly polluting
and can irreversibly alter the landscape. This is
why free, prior, and informed consent, as under
global norms, is essential. If such consent is un-
available, it behoves the same state that instituted
the democratic protections to stop treating urani-
um as the only route to national security or deve-
lopment and to weigh other deposits, substitutes
or even power-generating strategies. Now, the
communities might consider challenging the
OM’s validity in courts, banking on precedents
such as Niyamgiri (2013), and invoking protec-
tions under the Fifth and Sixth Schedules. Se-
cond, the Ministry must withdraw its OM: by ex-
empting the mining of several minerals from
public consultation, it sets a precedent that can
reshape mining governance across India. Finally,
if local protests intensify, the Centre should once
more respond with dialogue: coercion, while
achieving its goal in the short-term, will only
breed resentment later. It is obligated not only to
maintain order but also to ensure that constitu-
tional protections are realised in practice.

e For tribal communities, the experience reinforced the perception that their land remains a
‘resource frontier’ for the ‘Rest of India’.

Uranium unrest
WY Sy

Uranium Mining in Meghalaya
gaq

e The Centre’s decision to mine uranium at any cost from
Meghalaya, after deliberations with local leaders proved futile, is
a troubling benchmark in India’s history of resource extraction.

R Adreft & A1y faR-fan=t & a1 f daray § Rfaa

@ 3 BT Bg I (01, YR & JaTe= Freedor o sfaga o
% fRfdeH® AUEs B

o Khasi groups have opposed the exploration and extraction
of large deposits in Domiasiat and Wahkaiji since the 1980s.

TR el 7 1980 & /@ I SIFEIRMEE 3R dg@met § 99
HSR & 3V 3R fspur 1 faRiy fham B

e Recently, the Union Environment Ministry issued an office
memorandum (OM) exempting the extraction of atomic, critical,
and strategic minerals from public consultation.

BT 81 #, eI ugiaRur §ATed 3 U PrATay Jra-T (OM) SRt
forar, forew uRY], Weeayuf $fiR Jurifae @il & Ao ot
grdeit=re wRTaRt T gad foar mn

e Local groups have condemned the OM-based route; one
associated with the ruling party has called on the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District Council to use its Sixth Schedule
powers to protect tribal rights.

R TE! 3 om Smurfya anf # e &1 ; T 9, S e
1l ¥ Je1 €, A Wi feew waraw forar uiRwe 3 oA 83
SIGAL UPRI HT ITIANT TR FATSATNT SHFUDPRY DT &M HRA
&1 SR faan B
e  OMs are executive instruments that erode procedural
safeguards and are issued without independent scrutiny.

OMs HTIBRY JUHRUT € ot Ufehar Taieft TReqm & HHSR HRd &
3R 3% waad AR & fomm oY o i 81

e In this case, the OM reduces stewarding communities to
bystanders in decisions with profound consequences for them.
9 A §, OM HHSTAY ) il  Pae axfes o1 a1 8, e
fore 59 TR aRomm g g1

e This is not the first time that the government has moved with
force on the matter of uranium.

Ig UAl HIdT 8l § ofd WRHR P & Ad § 96 TaT &
1Y 3 T¢I 8

e The Uranium Corporation of India Limited has conducted
operations in Jharkhand’s Singhbhum district for decades.
QR HIARA TE §f$ar fafids A el 4 IREs &
Riryw R & Tara fasan g1

e Hearings for expansion or new mines were met with
protests over radiation exposure and loss of livelihoods;
villagers alleged that the Corporation issued notices in unfamiliar
languages and disregarded objections.

faar a1 ¢ Wl & forg grars R fafesor & Sif@y ok
ISR B &I ADHR faRTY gofm; ATHION = SRIY TR fobs HIUR=A
N i yrraft & SIRY iU SR suftrdl & AR sie o
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ST e} & AT, I8 SMHd T8 YR Aolgd vdl & [ 3! ST Tare HHr &
O H qIH URT %ﬁvmﬁgz%
In conversations with local leaders, the state should have respected their refusal, but
signalled that ‘no’ is no longer an acceptable answer.
R 134t & 1Y Sl §, o8 Bl I FADR BT G BT AT AT, A T8 Fobd
fean i =18 oe werd I 61 8
Uranium mining is highly polluting and can irreversibly alter the landscape.
W T RS UGUUERY 7 3R uf¥e=a &1 srufkad-a U & ggd Jadr g
Free, prior, and informed consent, as under global norms, is essential.

[ % SFUR o, gd 3R gfaa Jgafa s ¢
If such consent is unavailable, the state should stop treating uranium as the only route to
national security or development and weigh other deposits, substitutes, or power-
generating strategies.
gfe Tf erld Sucs 181 &, 0 Xy &1 Qad 1 AT YR&T 1 {4 &1 Tham arf
AT 8¢ HAT 1T 3R 31 USR, fawe, a1 fagga Sare Jurifaal &R faaR sz Ul
Communities might consider challenging the OM’s validity in courts, citing precedents such
as Niyamgiri (2013) and invoking protections under the Fifth and Sixth Schedules.
TG OM S} dedT & 3faraal H Ak &7 W R #R Ihd 8, o framafdt (2013) &1
ITERUT AR 3R UTadl 3R BT Sgfrd & dad YR&M BT SHEH B Jdbd & |
The Ministry must withdraw its OM: exempting mining of several minerals from public
consultation sets a precedent that can reshape mining governance across India.
TATAT B 3OAT OM TGN 1 AR B Wi-sll & A1 URTHRT T Tad B 4 Tl
JETERUN 1T Bl &, S IR URA H W WG h! 96 Jhdll |
If local protests intensify, the Centre should respond with dialogue; coercion may achieve
short-term goals but will breed resentment later.
e R faR1Y oS 81, ol Bg D! HATg & 1Y Yfdlfohar Bl AT, I TN Sfeapifeiss ded
0 T IR ovdl § Afeh a1 H BT dal AT
The govermment is obligated not only to maintain order but also to ensure constitutional
protections are realized in practice.
WHR BT SMAT HId GRIT T IWAT e} dfesh I8 AT w1 it 8 fr Tdenfae e
IR H AN gl
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Caste survey redux

Karnataka’s second socio-economic survey gets underway amid objections

STATE OF PLAY

Sharath S. Srivatsa
sharath.srivatsa@thehindu.co.in

arnataka will hold its
K second socio-eco-
nomic survey from to-

day. The Congress government
set aside the report of the first
survey, conducted in 2015, as
well as the recommendations
based on it and submitted in
2024. The second survey, to be
conducted over a fortnight by
the Karnataka State Commis-
sion for Backward Classes, is
being held amid a sea of objec-
tions raised by the BJP as well
as some land-owning, political-
ly dominant, and numerically
strong communities.

The Commission has com-
piled a tentative list of 1,400
castes. This has opened a Pan-
dora’s Box. The BJP has at-
tacked the Siddaramaiah go-
vernment for attempting to
“divide Hindus”. The BJP and
some caste groups have op-
posed the inclusion of Chris-
tian sub-castes (identified for
the first time during the ear-
lier survey based on how peo-
ple named themselves) that
included nomenclatures such
as Vokkaliga-Christian, Brah-
mana-Christian, and Lingayat
Christian.

To the embarrassment of
the State government, these
nomenclatures have been op-
posed by Cabinet Ministers re-
presenting the dominant com-
munities as well. Leaders of
castes cutting across party
lines fear that these “new
castes” will bring down their
population figures.

During the last Cabinet
meeting, the Chief Minister
came under intense pressure
to scrap the survey or post-
pone it until the “anomalies”
were set right. Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar, a
Vokkaliga strongman, and se-

Karmataka

nior Ministers M.B. Patil and
Eshwar Khandre, represent-
ing the Veerashaiva-Lingayat
community, opposed the
“new castes”. The Chief Minis-
ter then asked the Commis-
sion, an independent body, to
address the confusion by
masking some of these “new
castes” in the list so that they
can be allowed to enumerate
themselves in the ‘Others’
category.

While the Opposition
blames the government for
the confusion, the Commis-
sion has made it clear that dur-
ing the last enumeration,
members of these “new Chris-
tian sub castes” had ap-
proached it, requesting it for a
separate grouping. It said that
the government did not have
any role in the inclusion or de-
letion of any castes/sub castes.

The RSS and BJP are also an-
xious about developments in
the Veerashaiva-Lingayat com-
munity. The Akhila Bharatha
Veerashaiva Mahasabha and
the Jagathika Lingayata Maha-
sabha, two big caste organisa-
tions, have appealed to the
community to say that they be-
long to the ‘Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayat’ and ‘Lingayat’ religions,
respectively, in the ‘Others’ co-
lumn. Both organisations are
working for a separate religion
status for the community,
though they have differences
of opinion on nomenclature.
The BJP is upset that the sab-
has have appealed to the com-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

munities to not categorise
themselves as ‘Hindu’. Leaders
including former Chief Minis-
ters Basavaraj Bommai and Ja-
gadish Shettar have accused
the Congress of using caste or-
ganisations to “divide the Hin-
du community”. Incidentally,
Cabinet Minister Eshwar
Khandre is the general secre-
tary of the Veerashaiva Maha-
sabha, while Congress leader
Shamanur Shivashankarappa
is its president.

The dominant narrative so
far has been about the way
that community members
would enumerate themselves,
with major communities such
as the Veerashaiva-Lingayats,
Vokkaligas, Brahmins, Mus-
lims, and Kurubas trying to
consolidate themselves. The
findings of the 2015 survey
and the recommendations
based on it were set aside cit-
ing the reason that they were a
decade old and “brought
down” the numbers of domi-
nant communities. It should
be noted that these communi-
ties, for decades, bargained
for political clout using their
estimated population data.

The Commission’s report
based on the survey and its re-
commendations are crucial
for backward classes’ reserva-
tion, with 32% in the overall
56% reservation matrix in the
State. Though determining
“backwardness” of various
caste groups is the key objec-
tive of the survey, the focus of
the dominant communities
has been primarily on numer-
ical consolidation.

Nomadic, semi-nomadic
and microscopic communities
within the Other Backward
Classes grouping, who were gi-
ven the ‘Most Backward’ sta-
tus in the old report, are hop-
ing that the survey will benefit
them. However, the voices of
these communities remain
drowned in the clamour of do-
minant communities.
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STfd G &ur TR Y

o Karnataka has launched its second socio-economic survey, aiming to collect
comprehensive data on caste and economic conditions.

FHled = U gERT TS -3MMfie Jderur I faan 7, e e Aifd ok onfifes
U R U et T BT

Karnataka Second Socio-Economic Survey

Fled gaxT arTfors-3nfe wdemr

o Karnataka will hold its second socio-economic survey from today.
FHleD 1ol I T guRT ATHTTD-ATIIP FA&OT ST BT |

e The Congress government set aside the report of the first survey conducted in 2015, as
well as the recommendations based on it submitted in 2024.

ST WP 7 2015 § T ¢ yga Gdaor Bt NUiE iR 39 | 3meie 2024 Fuxqd
Refen &1 @i o e

o The second survey, to be conducted over a fortnight by the Karnataka State Commission
for Backward Classes, is being held amid a sea of objections raised by the BJP as well as
some land-owning, politically dominant, and numerically strong communities.
TORT Adefur, O Seifed woy fUosT avf ST gR1 ugs feAt # fovar smem, 39 dierdt gy
o1 U Ul 3R $© Y- ard, IeFIfae &0 & THERe iR T@n § ueqd
el & fRy & errrqﬁﬁmﬁ?mwwél

e The Commission has compiled a tentatlve list of 1,400 castes.
3{TANT 7 1,400 ST @Y URFAS Gt TaR &1 §

e This has opened a Pandora’s Box.
U USRI aiq T fqan g

o The BJP has attacked the Siddaramaiah government for attempting to “divide Hindus”.
ot 3 R WeR R gt ot e $3 &1 7 &7 &1 SRY T

e The BJP and some caste groups have opposed the inclusion of Christian sub-castes
(identified for the first time during the earlier survey based on how people named themselves)
that included nomenclatures such as Vokkaliga-Christian, Brahmana-Christian, and
Lingayat-Christian.
ot 3R o fe Tg! A fpfir Su-snfaal & wnfira &= &1 fajvy fsan (uea wderr &
SR Ugal IR g T8, o SR R T W &1 A1fid vd 9) orad rapferm-fopfiam,
sTRIvT-fop T3 3R fefmaa-fopfermr o = =i 9

o To the embarrassment of the State government, these nomenclatures have been opposed
by Cabinet Ministers representing the dominant communities as well.
o8 WRHR $1 Affgh & o, 7 Ao &1 fory e Jer &1 ufafAifta A ard
Ffae w@fay 3 of fasa

e | eaders of castes cutting across party lines fear that these “new castes” will bring down
their population figures.
Tt g1 ! UR oA arell Sfadl & 341 4 € [ 3 78 Sfear S9! SIS ST 61
FHH B |

e During the last Cabinet meeting, the Chief Minister came under intense pressure to scrap
the survey or post pone it until the * anomalles were set right.

R, GRIHA TR [IEIUT TE B 1 30 RIFTT A F1 SRER ga1d

TSl 99 ad b ﬁ?ﬁlm”ﬂéﬁ‘sﬂ‘e‘rwcﬁ|

o Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, a Vokkaliga strongman, and senior Ministers
M.B. Patil and Eshwar Khandre, representing the Veerashaiva-Lingayat community,
opposed the “new castes”.

=t 1%, RaparR, te Aesierm gura=mel AT, ok aRky 5 wa.d. wifew sk
3R W, o ARg-Rivmad Ter 1 ufaffia axa §, 3 13 snfeal” &1 farty faman

e The Chief Minister then asked the Commission, an independent body, to address the
confusion by masking some of these “new castes” in the list so that they can be allowed
to enumerate themselves in the ‘Others’ category.
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P d1C &I 7 TANT, S U wWad (e 8, ¥ &8l o 3 Gt & 39 918 wnfer” A9 5
! FEUTHR YT Bt R B, Al 36 3= ot T 307 319 DI T B Sl §F o o |

Karnataka Socio-Economic Survey: Developments and Reactions

qrAToTe -3 Jd&or: faer iR

While the Opposition blames the government for the confusion, the Commission has
made it clear that during the last enumeration, members of these “new Christian sub
castes” had approached it, requesting a separate grouping.

Siefep fauar TSR Bl YA & 17T AW SBRICT 8, STANT - Wy bt fob fUeed 7or o RM, 39
<73 fopf3raeT Suenfoal” & Jow S0 U™ 31U &, 3R I SIenT UG & 177 &1 2|

The Commission said that the government did not have any role in the inclusion or
deletion of any castes/sub castes.

3TANT A Fet foh fpaft ot Sfa/Suenfa &1 M HA A1 g & IRPR Bt Big YD1 A8 4|
The RSS and BJP are also anxious about developments in the Veerashaiva-Lingayat
community.

RsS 3R diwtt +ft dR=Ag-Rivmraa wqer & fow™ o dox ffad g

The Akhila Bharatha Veerashaiva Mahasabha and the Jagathika Lingayata Mahasabha,
two big caste organisations, have appealed to the community to say that they belong to the
‘Veerashaiva-Lingayat’ and ‘Lingayat’ religions, respectively, in the ‘Others’ column.

e YR FRAT HERIUT 3R SIFAehT FeivTrrd HerauT, <1 ST ofifd Ta1eft 3 9er ¥
3itd &1 8 6 3 3T Hiad & Ha: dRRg-Rimaa ok i oo & g1 &1 Swia $
Both organisations are working for a separate religion status for the community, though they
have differences of opinion on nomenclature.

iﬁﬂ;gnqw%%umuﬁ@ﬁ%%qwm@% gTeiifes 3T ATHHRUT TR
|

The BJP is upset that the sabhas have appealed to the communities to not categorise

themselves as ‘Hindu’.

gﬁﬂm%ﬁm&n&ﬁﬁﬂaﬁrﬁﬁ fid &1 g fb 7 3um e Y g & Tu A aiffepa
I

Leaders including former Chief Ministers Basavaraj Bommai and Jagadish Shettar have

accused the Congress of using caste organisations to “divide the Hindu community”.

U4 T SRIaRTST 9 SR SHIGHRT RIgR Wi Adisil 2 S IR Sifd Wa-T &1 ST

o “fig T B fauIfora s &1 $RIY T |

Incidentally, Cabinet Minister Eshwar Khandre is the general secretary of the

Veerashaiva Mahasabha, while Congress leader Shamanur Shivashankarappa is its

president.

a9, dfe wf SR @ zﬂ?ﬁ'q'u's’mmamsmﬁm% Safd ST AT AR

FRTaRRT 39 JeHe

The dominant narrative so far has been about the way that community members would

enumerate themselves, with major communities such as the Veerashaiva-Lingayats,

Vokkaligas, Brahmins, Muslims, and Kurubas trying to consolidate themselves.

3T I Y HUFH I8 Y61 & (o TS & e W4 &I H3 {7, s e Iqer S

dRYIg-fRivraa, aigwferm, sTEvr, gRaw iR $oaT Wh & ThHoe B &I TN R B 8 |

The findings of the 2015 survey and the recommendations based on it were set aside

citing the reason that they were a decade old and “brought down” the numbers of dominant

communities.

2015 & FI&IUT & T 3R IT IR et Rawif=nt &1 safo wiiket o o 1 fos 3 g
I R 2 3R TS IRl $t G811 &) 1 $d &

It should be noted that these communities, for decades, bargained for political clout using
their estimated population data.

g & G dTieT fob I TG GRID! § 3O SITHTHT STHESAT STl BT STINT did
TSI THTE & oIy WAy $HRd IR &

The Commission’s report based on the survey and its recommendations are crucial for
backward classes’ reservation, with 32% in the overall 56% reservation matrix in the
State.
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e Though determining “backwardness” of various caste groups is the key objective of the
survey, the focus of the dominant communities has been primarily on numerical
consolidation.
graifes faflr sifa Tg! &1 s FRufia w1 gdenr &1 o1 354 &, W THeri &I
& T ¥ ¥ FiRIPIT Thoedl | T ]

¢ Nomadic, semi-nomadic and microscopic communities within the Other Backward
Classes grouping, who were given the ‘Most Backward’ status in the old report, are hoping
that the survey will benefit them.

A, sref-Frant ok Yer wem, o o st ovf e o omd § ok o M Rad &
a9 fUssr avrﬁﬁmwan ww@%%ﬁm@ﬁwuﬁ@m

e However, the voices of these communities remain drowned in the clamour of dominant
communities.

BTy, 31 THERI BT 3MTaTel YE Tqerdl & IR A 5a 75 ¢ |

Veerashaiva-Lingayat Philosophy

o The Veerashaiva-Lingayat tradition emerged in 12th century CE in Karnataka, led by
Basavanna (1105-1167 CE), a philosopher, social reformer, and minister in the court of King
Bijjala (Kalachuri dynasty).

e The movement was part of the Bhakti movement, opposing Brahmanical orthodoxy, caste
hierarchy, ritualism, and gender discrimination.

Veerashaiva-Lingayat Philosophy

e  Worship of Shiva (Ishtalinga): Every follower wears a small linga in a necklace (Ishtalinga),
symbolizing direct connection with God without priestly mediation.

o Equality: Strong emphasis on social equality — rejection of caste, untouchability, and
restrictions on women.

e Vachanas: Basavanna and other saints (like Akka Mahadevi, Allama Prabhu,
Channabasavanna) composed Vachana literature in Kannada, preaching devotion and social
reform.

¢ Kayaka and Dasoha:

o Kayaka (work as worship).
o Dasoha (sharing earnings with the community).

3. Veerashaiva vs Lingayat Debate

¢ Veerashaiva:
o A sect within Shaivism, tracing roots to Pancha Peethas (five seats) established by

Renukacharya.
o Believe in Vedic tradition and continuity with mainstream Hinduism.
e Lingayat:

o Emerged under Basavanna’s reforms in the 12th century.
o Rejects Vedas, caste system, rebirth, ritual sacrifices, and certain Hindu customs.
o Advocates a distinct identity as a non-Hindu, independent religion.
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In 2013, the Karnataka government recognized Lingayat-Veerashaiva (Basava Tatva) as a
minority religion, but the debate over whether Lingayats are a Hindu sect or a separate

religion continues.

Lingayats constitute about 17% of Karnataka’s population, making them a major political

community

in the state.

4. Contemporary Context

5. Key Differences at a Glance

Thus, while some scholars and communities see Lingayat as part of broader Shaivism (Veerashaiva-
Lingayat), others assert that Lingayat is an independent faith.

Aspect Veerashaiva Lingayat

Origin  Ancient Shaivism Basavanna (12th c.)

Texts  Vedas, Agamas Vachanas
Belief  Within Hindu fold

Practices Some rituals, caste traces Reject caste & rituals

Independent religion

Worship Shiva in many forms Personal Ishtalinga only

Gimme red, but make it a different shade of red

OPINION for the perfect phrase. and also to connote boring shades of red, andonandon. regarding colour. They can

Just a month ago, I had strength of the tea inside  green, blue, yellow and raise the game significantly

experienced a completely the pack. Agni Tea was a  white being used by most ~ Subliminal appeal by using unusual combina-

Harish Bhat different shade of red. I runaway success when it  brands. There is a same- In addition, so many of tions of colours which
had been invited to speak was launched, and it conti-  ness to the colour palette  these shades have specific  make the brand stand out

Arundhati Roy’s new book,  at an Adobe conference in nues to be a strong brand  that surrounds us in shop-  subliminal appeals to the by a mile, and yet convey

‘Mother Mary comes to
me’ is an incredible book,
unsparing and vivid in its
rush of memories. Equally
amazing is the unusual red
colour in which the book is
bound. It is a red that im-
mediately evokes the wild,
somewhat maniacal ener-
gy of various interesting
characters who inhabit this
book. In fact, it is a red that
has begun haunting me.

I asked the publisher
why this specific red shade
had been chosen, and they
told me that it was the
author’s choice. She liked
it. Well done, Arundhati.
Your eye for colour is no
less than your penchant

Mumbai, where the entire
background of the stage
was painted in the bright
red colour of this lovely
digital brand. I found it
quite stunning. But this
specific Adobe red some-
how conveyed excitement
and creativity to me - quite
different from the emo-
tions that course through
Ms. Arundhati Roy’s book.

In marketing

These two experiences
made me think back to all
the shades of red which I
have used during my long
career as a marketer.
Around 25 years ago, when
1 was a marketing manager

Red all the way: Arundhati Roy during the launch of her book '

Mother Mary Comes to Me'. THULASI KAKKAT

in Tata Tea, we had used
red as the colour of the
packaging of “Agni”, a new
brand which we were con-
ceiving of at that time. Our
team had spent many

hours trying to figure out
the exact shade of red to be
used. Eventually, we had
used the typical red of a
flame burning bright, to
align with the brand name

across the country until
today.

To me, these three in-
stances reveal the great
power of colour in building
brands - whether it be a
lovely book, a digital expe-
rience company or a pack
of strong tea. This requires
colour to be used imagina-
tively and appropriately.
For instance, before Ms.
Arundhati Roy’s “Mother
Mary”, rarely has an un-
usual colour been used so
powerfully on the covers of
books.

Sameness to colour
In contrast, when I look
around me, I see the same

Gimme red, but make it a different shade of red

a3 a1 &Y, AP ara &1 3ret A A

e Arundhati Roy’s new book, ‘Mother Mary comes to me’ is an incredible book, unsparing and

vivid in its rush of memories.

ping malls and brand-lined
streets, with very few ex-
ceptions. To me, this re-
presents lazy thinking by
marketers. We are squan-
dering the opportunity to
use one of the best gifts
that nature and science
have combined to give us -
glorious colour.

Let us talk about the co-
lour red, for a bit more.
There are over 400 named
shades of red, and an infi-
nite number of unnamed
shades. Crimson, maroon,
salmon, vermilion, bur-
gundy, scarlet, cinnabar,
ruby, amaranth, coral,
madder, garnet, zarqa,
ponceau... the list goes on

human mind. For instance,
crimson red conveys love
and passion, whereas sal-
mon red conveys health
and high quality. On the
other hand, maroon con-
veys sophistication and a
sense of authority. Please
note that all these three
shades are variants of red,
and yet they convey such
different deep meanings to
us. That is why the choice
of an exact shade of colour
becomes so important,
while designing a product,
its packaging or advertis-
ing. Marketers should be-
come aware of this science,
which they can leverage
before making decisions

something about the pro-
duct as well. Marketers
should therefore always
ask themselves a few key
questions when it comes to
decisions that involve co-
lour. What shades of co-
lour can convey the emo-
tions of my brand? What
shades of colour can make
my brand stand out against
competition? What shades
of colour can my brand
own in the long-term? Give
colour its due, and it is like-
ly to work magic for you.

(The author is an avid
marketer and a bestselling
author. He was previously
the Brand Custodian at Ta-
ta Sons)
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Equally amazing is the unusual red colour in which the book is bound.

T WRE YIS ¢ 98 S ard 91 o fasare §eft g8 &

It is a red that immediately evokes the wild, somewhat maniacal energy of various interesting
characters who inhabit this book.

Ig U1 1 & ST qed 3 fafva I urll ot Sirelt 3R A} URTer Seit ! STt @ o 39
fordTe & ¥8d B

In fact, it is a red that has begun haunting me.

IRAd |, T8 U U1 A1 & Sl {3 TR Hferdr 98 gy g1 o 2

| asked the publisher why this specific red shade had been chosen, and they told me that it
was the author’s choice. She liked it.

A7 UhTeE T YD1 o I8 Ry a1 WS it g1 T, SR IR 9 fo 98 aed @l udig
3 I8 U 3

Well done, Arundhati. Your eye for colour is no less than your penchant for the perfect
phrase.

TR, 3SR | SATIHT I TG BT ASRAT 0P TP aTRT T4 &1 IR 8 AFER g1
Just a month ago, | had experienced a completely different shade of red.

s T TEIA Usd, B9 O avE I 3o Ald I BT STHd foa ol

I had been invited to speak at an Adobe conference in Mumbai, where the entire
background of the stage was painted in the bright red colour of this lovely digital brand.
T3 4as | STAfoId Th Adobe IHIA | sl & forg A fosan mam o1, Sigt da &1 Ot
IR 39 Yo fSfored s & aH@er ae 18 &ft g8 ot

| found it quite stunning.

TS I8 BTH! GHUTIRITEN |

But this specific Adobe red somehow conveyed excitement and creativity to me — quite
different from the emotions that course through Ms. Arundhati Roy’s book.

A 78 faAw Adobe AT fHE TR Y3 INTE MR FATHSBAT BT SIHT FRICT § — foepd
3T HTGTI3T S 3rvefa X ot fobae Hf &<l B

In marketing

These two experiences made me think back to all the shades of red which | have used during
my long career as a marketer.

o S 3 79 ST 8 TR e 3 R ST R g e e % A
IR T U R 79R |

Around 25 years ago, when | was a marketing manager in Tata Tea, we had used red as the
colour of the packaging of “Agni”, a new brand which we were conceiving of at that time.

TILAT 25 WTST U8, OId | Tata Tea B AT Ao AT, A “3UB & Tahfor & o arar <
B I9ANT fohoarT, St 39 IHY §ART 41 ST S T
Our team had spent many hours trying to figure out the exact shade of red to be used.

AR A9 3 % U2 39 1 &1 UdT o4 | fdTT fob o9 I1 el WS 3aHT [ S|

Eventually, we had used the typical red of a flame burning bright, to align with the brand name
and also to connote strength of the tea inside the pack.

3{Ad:, T TS @ BT URUNS ATd SIS (o1, T I8 Fis 419 & I A @Y 3R T
o 91 ) ATt BT Habd o

Agni Tea was a runaway success when it was launched, and it continues to be a strong brand
across the country until today.

R I T B R S Ao T, R et ot T8 I oW B U AeTgd HiS 71 g5 ¢

To me, these three instances reveal the great power of colour in building brands — whether
it be a lovely book, a digital experience company or a pack of strong tea.

R oy, A i Ierexvl U <¥id § & die a9 § 1 &t 2ife bt 7e € - 91k 98 Us
e frare 8, fefrea ety su- gt a1 Acied =g &1 9 |
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e This requires colour to be used imaginatively and appropriately.
TS foTT A1 HT TEATHS 3R UG STINT aF ¢ |

e Forinstance, before Ms. Arundhati Roy’s “Mother Mary”, rarely has an unusual colour been
used so powerfully on the covers of books.
JaERUN & o, %4l T B “Mother Mary” I Ugd, fordTal & Hax WR Id-1 THTGRITEH
ST T T IUTNT S g Bt g g

Sameness to colour
T P UG

e |n contrast, when | look around me, | see the same...
3% fauid, 919 § o0+ IR} 3R S@ar g, A1 H 961 G@dT ...
e boring shades of red, green, blue, yellow and white being used by most brands.
ST ST GRT 1, BT, =fierl, Tl 3R g & IS, g BT IUANT fadm off 38T 5 1
e There is a sameness to the colour palette that surrounds us in shopping malls and brand-
lined streets, with very few exceptions.
T A 3R SIS-ATS arel TSH! § gAR IRI 3R I $1 Ue A Ude &, $© of Uaral
& Y|
o To me, this represents lazy thinking by marketers.
I oy, Ig wrehed Y G T &l T 2|
o We are squandering the opportunity to use one of the best gifts that nature and science have
combined to give us — glorious colour.
TH I 3aER Pl gelic B IQ ¢ O Upfdl 3R 37 3 g8 fea § - =rer 4|
e Let us talk about the colour red, for a bit more.
33T F& 3R &Tel [ & IR & 1 Y|
e There are over 400 named shades of red, and an infinite number of unnamed shades.
ATe & 400 ¥ 31 A e T, 3R 3T A A5 T |
e Crimson, maroon, salmon, vermilion, burgundy, scarlet, cinnabar, ruby, amaranth, coral,
madder, garnet, zarqa, ponceau... the list goes on and on and on.
ST, GTEY.... Gl 97T sedt i gl

Subliminal appeal

e |n addition, so many of these shades have specific subliminal appeals to the human mind.
YD S(ATaT, 398 I s g H1 AT AfeTss R fafy sadda yuig giar gl

e Forinstance, crimson red conveys love and passion, whereas salmon red conveys health and
high quality.
BE]ETUT% & foru, fopmae aTe ©R 3R S SRITdT §, Safd Aed=T e W 3R 3o ora
UGN

¢ On the other hand, maroon conveys sophistication and a sense of authority.
TR 3R, AT URSHR 3IR SHRIGR B Ura=TT c2far |

o Please note that all these three shades are variants of red, and yet they convey such different
deep meanings to us.
FUA FF ¢ & 3 i1 Vs aret & afvdew &, i ot 3 g8 Sa-! ST g st UTaAIg < € |

e Thatis why the choice of an exact shade of colour becomes so important, while designing a
product, its packaging or advertising.

T8 HRU § 3 5 Sare, ST Ui a1 fag= ! fois wa Ivg Jdt® 31 984 5a-1
Heaqul g1 Sar 5|

o Marketers should become aware of this science, which they can leverage before making
decisions regarding colour.

;ﬁﬁﬁwwﬁﬁﬁﬁmmaﬁﬁ,méwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁmwﬁww
|
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They can raise the game significantly by using unusual combinations of colours which make
the brand stand out by a mile, and yet convey something about the product as well.

q SRATHT T WS BT ITAN IR WA Pl B! 961 Tdhd 6, off 1S DI ST feamy 3R
3IdTE & IR F off deRr ¢

Marketers should therefore always ask themselves a few key questions when it comes to
decisions that involve colour.

MY, HIcheH 1 BHI 30 31U ¥ $© Ag@qul Harel Y@+ A1y oid Fufa {14 93 &
What shades of colour can convey the emotions of my brand?

DI Y T AT I S BT UGS BT T IR Gl g2

What shades of colour can make my brand stand out against competition?

DI G T g W 51 B ufaequl & s fg@r aad 62

What shades of colour can my brand own in the long-term?

DH T T AGT 79 GHY I IR §$ & forg Iy w5 Favd 62

Give colour its due, and it is likely to work magic for you.

T ) 3BT Id He@ <, 3R Ig MU oy Srg S ufkoms o T 8|

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 22 September 2025

1. One-time H-1B fee for new applicants: U.S.
¢ 3rde®| & AT THYRA H-1B e MR®D1

2. Palestinian state recognised by U.K., Australia and Canada, marks a
seismic shift for West
g ., eIt 3R HATST gIRT o=t 30 &t wr=ar, uf¥y & foe v
d81 dgdld

3. No compromise in Almatti case: Telangana
TS ATHA | PHI§ GHSIET T8l dGTHT

4. We fear big industries; outsiders will occupy our land
T 9 ST A S §; TTE ST gHRY S TR oot % AN

5. H-1B, maybe
H-1B, Mg

6. The age of India’s leaders has steadily risen
YRA & Ad13fi &1 IW TR I61 3

7. Can timelines be fixed for Governors?

T STl & oI THaRiaT a9 &1 &1 godl 82

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 6


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Palestinian state recognised by UK., Australia
and Canada, marks a seismic shift for West

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Britain, Australia and Ca-
nada on Sunday recog-
nised a Palestinian state in
a seismic shift in decades
of western foreign policy,
triggering swift Israeli
anger.

Portugal was also to re-
cognise Palestinian state-
hood later on Sunday, as Is-
rael came under huge
international pressure over
the war in Gaza triggered
almost two years ago by
the October 7, 2023 Hamas
attack. “Today, to revive
the hope of peace for the
Palestinians and Israelis,
and a two-state solution,
the United Kingdom for-
mally recognises the State
of Palestine,” UK. Prime
Minister Keir Starmer said
in a message on X.

Britain and Canada be-
came the first G-7 countries
to take the step, with
France and other nations

expected to follow at the
annual UN General As-
sembly which opens on
Monday in New York.

“Canada recognises the
State of Palestine and off-
ers our partnership in
building the promise of a
peaceful future for both
the State of Palestine and
the State of Israel,” Cana-
dian Prime Minister Mark
Carney wrote on X.

It is a watershed mo-
ment for Palestinians and
their decades-long ambi-
tions for statehood.

But the move puts those
countries at odds with the
U.S. and Israel, with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu reacting angrily
and vowing to oppose it at
the UN talks.

Calls for a Palestinian
state “would endanger our
existence and serve as ab-
surd reward for terrorism,”
Mr. Netanyahu said on
Sunday.

Deputy Prime Minister

Make-shift lives: A displaced girl rides south on a vehicle carrying
wooden doors and other items in central Gaza on Sunday. REUTERS

of the UK. David Lammy
acknowledged at the UN in
July that “Britain bears a
special burden of responsi-
bility to support the two-
state solution”.

Over a century ago, the
U.K. was pivotal in laying
the groundwork for the
creation of the state of Is-
rael through the 1917 Bal-
four Declaration.

Three-quarters of UN
members already recog-

nise Palestinian statehood,
with over 140 of the 193
having taken the step.

Mr. Starmer said in July
that his Labour govern-
ment intended to recog-
nise a Palestinian state un-
less Israel took
“substantive” steps includ-
ing reaching a ceasefire in
Gaza, getting more aid into
the territory and confirm-
ing it would not annex the
West Bank.

Mr. Starmer has also re-
peatedly called on Hamas
to release the remaining
hostages they captured in
the 2023 attack, and is ex-
pected to set out new sanc-
tions on the Palestinian
militants.

Mr. Lammy told the BBC
on Sunday that the Palesti-
nian Authority — the civi-
lian body that governs in
areas of the West Bank —
had been calling for the
move for some time.

“Will this feed children?
No it won’t, that’s down to
humanitarian aid. Will this
free hostages? That must
be down to a ceasefire.”

But he said it was an at-
tempt to “hold out for” a
two-state solution.

Palestinian foreign mi-
nister Varsen Aghabekian
Shahin said last week: “Re-
cognition is not symbolic.
It sends a very clear mes-
sage to the Israelis on their
illusions on continuing
their occupation forever.”

Palestinian state recognised by U.K., Australia and Canada, marks a seismic
shift for West

g.&., SATecierdr 3R HTST §RT fh Rl 359 @Y wr=uar, ufdm & fore e ss1

dqdld

¢ Britain, Australia and Canada on Sunday recognised a Palestinian state in a seismic shift
in decades of western foreign policy, triggering swift Israeli anger.

RfAaR ! Ufge fager Hifd # a1l 91e ¥ §ead & ded
fipferedi=T I &1 A1 &, fo 8 SoRTga &1 ol TR HEsh 33T

¢ Portugal was also to recognise Palestinian statehood later on Sunday, as Israel came
under huge international pressure over the war in Gaza triggered almost two years ago by
the October 7, 2023 Hamas attack.

fores, sireeferar ok

3fdaR @1 §1e | geTre

HATST A

ft fpfRreii=it 310 &1 A=a <A ara o1, Sifes el W geg, S e

Gl T Ul 7 SMFgaR 2023 & FHIN gHA I Y= g1 YT, Bl b FoRTSA IR HRI ARSI
<did ggil
o “Today, to revive the hope of peace for the Palestinians and Israelis, and a two-state
solution, the United Kingdom formally recognises the State of Palestine,” U.K. Prime
Minister Keir Starmer said in a message on X.
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«377sT, Fpferediifray ok gerTsiert & for zrifa @) omen SiR S1-vTsa |HTET & gHsiTad
A B R, TAES FHiTew s Re =0 3 ReTRRE 74 B J1=dl 318, Tb.
FUTTHA PR WTWRR 7 X W TS G J FHgll
Britain and Canada became the first G-7 countries to take the step, with France and other

nations expected to follow at the annual UN General Assembly which opens on Monday in
New York.

=T 3R FHHTST TU FeH I I3 dIdt Ugd G-7 T 54, Talfds IAHIE © b Wivd SR 3=y &=
HIHAR &1 =gaTd H = 811 dTell alitieh HYerd MY HETHHT H SHDT SR B |
“Canada recognises the State of Palestine and offers our partnership in building the promise

of a peaceful future for both the State of Palestine and the State of Israel,” Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney wrote on X.

“HTST AT s ! TaT a7 & 3R TRt Isa 3R goRTga Wsg el & for
wrifaquf Higsy & fFmfor & AR TRieRt @ OXEHR HRAT §,” BATSIS WUIHAT HIb ST A X
TR fera|
It is a watershed moment for Palestinians and their decades-long ambitions for statehood.
%ugﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁu’r IIH! G| QR XTod G Y Agaardiadiaii & fore U efgiae &ror

I

But the move puts those countries at odds with the U.S. and Israel, with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reacting angrily and vowing to oppose it at the UN talks.
AT T8 HeH I 3T T MNP 3R TR & IS TST IR a7 7, Filfh geRTgel
wmmﬁwmmmwmﬁ DT faRIY PR BT b

I
Calls for a Palestinian state “would endanger our existence and serve as absurd reward for
terrorism,” Mr. Netanyahu said on Sunday.

fpforeii=it T &1 AT R ST &1 TR | ST SR 3fiddhdie & oy U Sget 39
giift,” oft Aa=g A AR & weTl
Deputy Prime Minister of the U.K. David Lammy acknowledged at the UN in July that
“Britain bears a special burden of responsibility to support the two-state solution”.

g, & Iy Sfas @t 3 Jark H Sged Y § WiHR a1 e fere= gt-xrea sy
Wwﬂqmﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁlﬁm"raﬁm%l"

Over a century ago, the U.K. was pivotal in laying the groundwork for the creation of the state
of Israel through the 1917 Balfour Declaration.

TH Tl ¥ 3% Ugd, Z.&b. - 1917 SABIR WY & ATAH J SHRISA 3T & AT Bt g
TG § AUt YfHeT AT ot
Three-quarters of UN members already recognise Palestinian statehood, with over 140 of
the 193 having taken the step.

i & dF-AUTE Tew Ugd € R vsa Bl Ara T g §, R @193 4@
140 & - U8 Hed SoMI 5 |
Mr. Starmer said in July that his Labour government intended to recognise a Palestinian
state unless Israel took “substantive” steps including reaching a ceasefire in Gaza, getting
more aid into the territory and confirming it would not annex the West Bank.

oft TeTR A TS A FET U1 S P! ASR WP R BT 141 X154 &1 IRl S T SRl Wt
§, 59 a9 (% SoR1Sd “SIT” HeH Tg] Ia1dT, o8 et & gfaRTa a1, 85 § 3ifids e
IS 3R T8 gfY a1 e © fh a8 ave o &1 faera =181 |

Mr. Starmer has also repeatedly called on Hamas to release the remaining hostages they

captured in the 2023 attack, and is expected to set out new sanctions on the Palestinian
militants.

ff TR A IR-IR U J 31T0E a1 8 fF 32023 F gHA | Udhs TN AW SYUD| B! ReT B,
3R 3T IS ¢ b a8 fipferei=t Suanfeat w = ufaaer ama|

Mr. Lammy told the BBC on Sunday that the Palestinian Authority — the civilian body that
governs in areas of the West Bank — had been calling for the move for some time.

oft @it A AR ot S o Farn & fefredi=i wiftresvor — St ave 9% & &3t &1 TR
FRAI § — FS I Y T H&H $I HITT 6 T 4T

“Will this feed children? No it won't, that's down to humanitarian aid. Will this free hostages?
That must be down to a ceasefire.”
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“HT 3T Fa! 1 HioH BaT? g1, I8 df W grar IR FR &R 8 | 97 SO Sl
B S} frait? I8 af ggfarm R AR axar g1

e But he said it was an attempt to “hold out for” a two-state solution.
A1 I a1 fas I8 -1 FHTYH & U TRy B

o Palestinian foreign minister Varsen Aghabekian Shahin said last week: “Recognition is
not symbolic. It sends a very clear message to the Israelis on their illusions on continuing
their occupation forever.”

fadzr =t o= sraTaferaeT == A sa v Fern: ar=aar udieras 18 g

Tg SoRTSIorl ! 3% Heat ! AR TR I & YH TR TS 9gd WY Y Jodr g1’

No comEromise in Almatti case: Telangana

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana Irrigation Minis-
ter N. Uttam Kumar Reddy
on Sunday said the govern-
ment would present its
case on Karnataka’s propo-
sal to increase the height of
Almatti Dam.

The Minister said in Su-
ryapet district that the Su-
preme Court was dealing
with the case and he would
travel to Delhi on Monday

to present
case.

“State’s share in Krishna
and Godavari waters
would not be compro-
mised at any cost,” he said.

Mr. Reddy said the Al-
matti case had been pend-
ing in the Supreme Court
since 2017. He said that Te-
langana’s legal team, in-
cluding senior advocates,
would present strong argu-
ments to block the dam’s
height increase.

Telangana’s

He accused the former
BRS government of con-
ceding unfair allocation of
Krishna water when out of
the 811 tmcft of Krishna riv-
er water, 512 tmcft was allo-
cated to Andhra Pradesh
and only 299 tmcft to Te-
langana. The Congress go-
vernment is contesting this
allocation before the Krish-
na Water Disputes
Tribunal.

Earlier, the Minister re-
viewed the progress of the

No compromise in Almatti case: Telangana
SATE ATHA | PIs GHSAAT A8l: @1

¢ Telangana Irrigation Minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy on Sunday said the government
would present its case on Karnataka’s proposal to increase the height of Almatti Dam.

Riars @i 4. 399 FUR ¥§t

3 IIIR P el b WHR BAlcH &

U Rl forad St ie F1 IHdTs 9g™ B a1d gl s o

e The Minister said in Suryapet district that the Supreme Court was dealing with the case

and he would travel to Delhi on Monday to present Telangana’s case.

Jawahar Janpahad Lift Irri-
gation Scheme, which is
scheduled for completion
by December 31 and is ex-
pected to irrigate 10,000
acres.

He also inspected the
works on the Mahatma
Gandhi Muktyala Branch
Canal, which will irrigate
53,000 acres at the tail-end
of the Nagarjuna Sagar Left
Canal, and the Rajiv Gand-
hi Lift Irrigation Scheme at
Dondapadu.

Y¥ATd UR AU

5 3 Jafte e & we1 i a8 T FiiH $1E § = 671 7 3R 98 GHaR &) el s
difes AT BT Y& 79 b |

o “State’s share in Krishna and Godavari waters would not be compromised at any cost,” he

said.

I HET, ‘PN R Merad! F od § 7y & R W B +ft S W gaghar =2t fear

ST 1"

e Mr. Reddy said the Almatti case had been pending in the Supreme Court since 2017.
i3S A weT1 b ) urHar 2017 | Poiw #1E A @fad 3|
e He said that Telangana’s legal team, including senior advocates, would present strong
arguments to block the dam'’s height increase.

I FE s AemT B B A, o afvy siftragar wnfie €, sy & S sgn &Y
e & foe Torgd gelid o=1 H¥t|
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He accused the former BRS government of conceding unfair allocation of Krishna water
when out of the 811 tmcft of Krishna river water, 512 tmcft was allocated to Andhra
Pradesh and only 299 tmcft to Telangana.

I gdadf ot

ARTH IRPR TR PO At & oA & I e Bl WHR DA BT ARG

TR, O 811 STHFTHE FON 7 & T A F 512 HCHATHE 3478 U= H! 3R Haa
299WW@M@H%&TW|

The Congress government is contesting this allocation before the Krishna Water Disputes

Tribunal.

PR WRPR 39 3MTdc B! PN ST fddTg ATATIRISRIT S TH T & T 7

Earlier, the Minister reviewed the progress of the Jawahar Janpahad Lift Irrigation
Scheme, which is scheduled for completion by December 31 and is expected to irrigate

10,000 acres.

TR Ugd, Al A STa1e’ siugrs ferue Riwg i o0t waifa &) Teiten o, O 31 fewdieR a
R HRA BT 78 8 3R T 10,000 THs YA 3t R 811 &t Iwlig g1

He also inspected the works on the Mahatma Gandhi Muktyala Branch Canal, which will
irrigate 53,000 acres at the tail-end of the Nagarjuna Sagar Left Canal, and the Rajiv
Gandhi Lift Irrigation Scheme at Dondapadu.
Igi- HeTen Mt Haarar Sig AR & wrl o off e fasar, S AnTelE R dve e &
3if BR W 53,000 THs HH & Riwmg s, 3R Sisrurg A Trhia mish fore Riwms @

BT A& faar|

‘We fear big industries; outsiders will occupy our land’

The ongoing protest in Ladakh is for Statehood, Sixth Schedule safeguards, Lok Sabha seats for Leh, Kargil, filling of job vacancies, says president of

Ladakh Buddhist Association and co-convener of Leh Apex Body; he says their primary complaint is that talks are not taking place on a regular basis

oS Il Ladakh |

: N discussions resumed on
INTERVIEW December 3, 2024, and the
last round was held on May
i 27. Cherring Dorjay Lak-
M ruk, the president of the
DO! jay Lakruk powerful Ladakh Buddhist
Association and co-con-
Vijaita Singh vener of the Leh Apex Bo-
NEW DELHI dy, which is part of the
HPC, speaks about their

limate activist So-  protest.

nam  Wangchuk

and other residents ~ Why are you protesting

of Ladakh are on a hunger  again?

strike to demand constitu-
tional safeguards for the
region bordering China
that was converted into a
Union Territory in 2019, A
high-powered committee
(HPC) led by Minister of
State for Home Nityanand
Rai was constituted in Ja-
nuary 2023 to address the
concerns of people in La-
dakh. The committee was
reconstituted in November
2023, but the talks broke
down in March 2024. The

This is essentially for our
four demands [inclusion in
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution (tribal status),
Statehood, separate Lok
Sabha seats for Leh and
Kargil districts, and filling
of existing government va-
cancies]. The Home Minis-
try has suspended the
talks, and it is being done
to resume the process.

How long will it go on?

Mr. Wangchuk has de-
clared that the protest and
the hunger strike will go on
for 35 days. However, this
could be extended.

How many meetings did
you have with the Home
Ministry so far?

For the past four or five
years, we have had many
rounds of talks, but those
have been irregular. Last
year, Sonam Wangchuk
had to march from Leh to
Delhi and sit on a hunger
strike, only then the talks

resumed. Our primary
complaint is that the talks
are not taking place on a
regular basis.

In May, President
Droupadi Murmu
notified four
regulations for Ladakh,
defining new policies on
reservation, languages,
domiciles, and
composition of hill
councils. Didn’t these
incorporate your
demands?

No, talks have taken place
pertaining to our two ma-
jor demands - Statehood
and Sixth Schedule.

When Ladakh became a
Union Territory, there
were celebrations in
Leh by the BJP. You have
been associated with it.

1 was in BJP then, but did

not celebrate. Our main
demand then was UT. with
legislature.

Has the Home Ministry
ever assured Statehood
in the talks so far?

They said they will discuss,
but the provision for State-
hood is there in the Consti-
tution.

What are the c
you expect if Statehood

is granted?

Our main concern is land.
This is a lot of barren land
here. Safeguarding land is
our priority. Jobs and cul-
ture can be protected by
the Sixth Schedule.

What is the fear around
land?

We fear big industries and
hotels will come here and

We fear big industries; outsiders will occupy our land

TH T SN & B34 €; 918 AT gHRT S R el B Al

The ongoing protest in Ladakh is for Statehood, Sixth Schedule safeguards, Lok Sabha seats
for Leh, Kargil, filling of job vacancies, says president of Ladakh Buddhist Association and co-
convener of Leh Apex Body; he says their primary complaint is that talks are not taking place
on a regular basis

wEra W 99 ¥gT faRYY 57 31 g, 5t STt 9t TRe, A5, FRAE F R Aeawr W@, Aed

outsiders will occupy our +

land. Here, hotels are run
by family businesses; we
do not have 400-500 room
hotels here. Outsiders will
take away our businesses.

What kind of protection
you had when you were
part of J&K?

Our land was 100% pro-
tected then. No outsiders
could apply for jobs. Be-
cause of Article 370, out-
siders could not buy land.
Now they can.

‘What will be your next
move?

The Ministry has sent us
feelers for talks. [t wants us
to end the fast, but we can-
not call off the strike. If the
talks go in the right direc-
tion, we can consider. We
won'’t suspend the hunger
strike.
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P fifraal Ft WA F e 8, TERe A WY & sreaed 3R A Tiay dis! & Yg-HUIS® A Hel;
3= BT b I e FRreprad v 2 fb araf Fafa su @ @1 i @

¢ Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk and other residents of Ladakh are on a hunger strike to
demand constitutional safeguards for the region bordering China that was converted into a
Union Territory in 2019.
IeaTg SRiwal |- IS R aERd & 3 Farh 919 9 @ 87 & e daufe re
B! T BT ABR YW TS IR &, FOr 2019 # P Wiya W= & srgalm T o

¢ A high-powered committee (HPC) led by Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai was
constituted in January 2023 to address the concerns of people in Ladakh.

TERE & A ot fiars B g¥ S & AT 78 =9 v i I & siaar |
S Affa (@i &1 767 seast 2023 # forar AT

e The committee was reconstituted in November 2023, but the talks broke down in March
2024.
afufa o grifea Adar 2023 ¥ far w1, e ard 2024 F 9rai ge 5|

e The discussions resumed on December 3, 2024, and the last round was held on May 27.

Y 3 fewar 2024 &) fi5Y @ IF g3, iR Sifow iR 27 6 31 gan|

e Cherring Dorjay Lakruk, the president of the powerful Ladakh Buddhist Association and
co-convener of the Leh Ag X Body, which is part of the HPC, speaks about their protest.

TR 1 R TR de WY B 3ee AR AE T STl B Te-uaieis AT SRS TPD
= 30 faRiy & IR J &1 Dl

Why are you protesting again?

3y fipr | fale =Y e 3@ 82

e This is essentially for our four demands [inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution
(tribal status), Statehood, separate Lok Sabha seats for Leh and Kargil districts, and
filling of existing government vacancies].

g8 T ¥U I GHAR] IR AR & o0 ¢ (AU ot 5t srgedt (S gl & 2fid
BRI, T BT goll, AT 3R PRI forall & R 3rert Apgur We, 3R dicer WeR!
Rfqaat &1 wRem |

o The Home Ministry has suspended the talks, and it is being done to resume the process.

T8 HATAY A aTdi Haifed R 4 3, 3R 38 Ufeha oY bR B Y& PR & g fpan S e 81

How long will it go on?
g fraq awg a@

e Mr. V\!angchuk has declared that the protest and the hquer strike will go on for 35 days.
oft T A 9o B § 6 fRIY iR 1 gsdTa 35 & aw aant|
e However, this could be extended.

BT, 39 ger f o Toar g |

How many m.eetings did you have with the Home Ministry so far?
39 qP T HATAT & A1y fha-it a5 g2

e For the past four or five years, we have had many rounds of talks, but those have been
irregular.
s TR a1 Ui auf @ %3 aR I Idid g8, Afe 3 Sifafta @ g

e Last year, Sonam Wangchuk had to march from Leh to Delhi and sit on a hunger strike,
only then the talks resumed.
fee T W9 T & ag | e do ted ard s=a1 ueT ok Y@ geard &t ugt, adt
arat i ¥ X g3

e Our primary complaint is that the talks are not taking place on a regular basis.
AR TX R 7% § o amaf fafid w0 3 78 g1 3 8

¢ In May, President Droupadi Murmu notified four regulations for Ladakh, defining new
policies on reservation, languages, domiciles, and composition of hill councils.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4 1


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

73 #, agufa studt g A & foTT =R fafrom e fog, o e, wwrs,
EIERIECIING aﬂ%a%wqéﬂﬁmuﬁmﬁaaﬁﬂgl

Didn’t these incorporate your demands?

www.patrioticias.in

T 399 st 1l =i gt A2
¢ No, talks have taken place pertaining to our two major demands — Statehood and Sixth
Schedule.

=TE], a1 gAY & Y AT — e BT gt SR DS ST - ¥ Tefia g B

e When Ladakh became a Union Territory, there were celebrations in Leh by the BJP.

Od AER $g ARG U= 51, 79 dg # ot gRT 518 5+ |

You have been associated with it.

3T 3T S @ 2
o | was in BJP then, but did.not celebrate.
7 q9 et 7 o1, AfeeT 77 1Y et wEm

e Our main demand then was U.T. with the legislature.

BURI B0 O a faursisa Afgd &g iia wexr &1 ot

Has the Home Ministry ever assured Statehood in the talks so far?

FIT TG HATAY A (G P DI aTal W 5T BT goll A T MY foar 82

e They said they will discuss, but the provision for Statehood is there in the Constitution.

I5IH el foh d $U TR T91 B, Al e & & BT YU Hiay™ & TG ¢

What are the changes you expect if Statehood is granted?

e Iy &1 it f&ar Tt 3y =1 Sgamal @t SrueT HRd 82

e  Our main concern is land.

IR ey R sefiA g

This is a lot of barren land here.
Tg1 9gd T R YA |
Safeguarding land is our priority.

YA B JR&T §HRT T B
Jobs and culture can be protected by the Sixth Schedule.

THRAT AR TP T TS SIRTHT GRT W& o S Tl 3|

What is the fear around land?

Yfl Pt AP ST FATE?

e We fear big industries and hotels will come here and outsiders will occupy our land.
B R & [ 78 3TN 3R Gied Tst 3T SR 16T AT gARY STHA TR ool R Al
e Here, hotels are run by family businesses; we do not have 400-500 room hotels here.

et Bed URaRe Tl gRT TdU 91 € SAR UTY T81 400-500 HIR) aTd gled 78 |

e Outsiders will take away our businesses.

B AT §HR g9 BT AT

What kind of protection did you have when you were part of J&K?
T 3ATY TH-HIHR FT 5T 4, 99 TUD! {67 avg it JRam ura A8t?

e Our land was 100% protected then.
AR S 39 T0T 100% GRidr ot

o No outsiders could apply for jobs.

PIE B AT NpRET b forg e =gt BR Febelr Tl

Page42
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e Because of Article 370, outsiders could not buy land.

3G 370 & HRUI FTGLI AN STHH Ta] WRIG T I

e Now they can.

39 3 WRE Ihd B

What will be your next move?
3ITYDT TAT HSH FIT M2

e The Ministry has sent us feelers for talks.
AT A g a1dl & Jobd Ul g
e |t wants us to end the fast, but we cannot call off the strike.
g 1T & fob B SUANT YU o, QT 81 gSaTal JHI g! R aehd |
o If the talks go in the right direction, we can consider.
AR ardi el faxm & St 8, < 89 faaR o ¥ehd B
o We won’t suspend the hunger strike.

B9 YW gedid Hafad gl el

Outsiders will occupy our land

G AT gHRY STHIF TR Hooll BT Al

e Outsiders will occupy our land. _
T8 oI SHRY SHIA TR el R ol
e Here, hotels are run by family businesses; we do not have 400-500 room hotels here.

wﬁmmﬂaﬁm@mw g AR U 8T 400-500 HHI aTdt §lcd Tl & |

e Outsiders will take away our businesses.

B AT §AR a9 BT AT

What kind of protection did you have when you were part of J&K?
G AT TH-HIHR FT 5w 4, 99 D! {67 avg Ht JRam ura A0i?

e Our land was 100% protected then.
AR A 39 TH 100% GRfdr i
¢ No outsiders could apply for jobs.

DI 1<) A ApRal b foIg e =gt B Tebelr Tl

o Because of Article 370, outsiders could not buy land.

TG 370 D HRUT SGRT ANT SH I ol WRIG Fhd Y|

e Now they can.

39 3 Wl THhd ¢

What will be your next move?
STUPT ST HGH HT GRI?

e The Ministry has sent us feelers for talks.

TATER - §H aTal & Fobd Ut |
e |t wants us to end the fast, but we cannot call off the strike.

Ig A18dT § & 9 SUTR JHIE &3, Afh g1 g3dTd T Tl R Javal |
o If the talks go in the right direction, we can consider.

SR el et Fomm F el 2, 1 6 freR R W |

o We won’t suspend the hunger strike.

BH YW §Sd1d Mafad Tl bl
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GS lindia s
H-1B, maybe

India’s tech workers must reduce their
reliance on US. jobs

resident Donald Trump’s decision to

charge new applicants for the H-1B highly

skilled non-immigrant visa $100,000,
nearly six times the current fee, has caused wi-
despread consternation that not only might the
lives of tens of thousands of potential visa appli-
cants in the tech space be impacted, leading to
“humanitarian consequences” for families, as
mentioned by India’s Ministry of External Affairs,
but there will also be widespread disruption
among major tech companies in the U.S. that rely
on hiring skilled workers under this visa. While
the number of visas issued in this category has
been capped at 85,000 per year since 2004, and
allocations are decided through a lottery, reports
based on U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices data suggest that applications for the up-
coming fiscal year have dropped to a four-year
low of nearly 3,59,000. Indian nationals typically
account for 71% of these visas, yet data also sug-
gest that close to 60% of these visa recipients
earn less than $100,000, which, over the longer
term, implies that their employers may find it
harder to justify hiring such specialised workers
from abroad. The External Affairs Ministry’s res-
ponse to the White House action included a reit-
eration of the fact that “Skilled talent mobility
and exchanges have contributed enormously to
technology development, innovation, economic
growth, competitiveness and wealth creation in
the U.S. and India”, yet there is limited scope for
South Block to apply pressure, diplomatic or pol-
itical, to get the policy reversed.

However, the fallout for Indian citizens can be
contained if there is a proactive approach by the
Government to bolster India’s infrastructure and
undertake necessary reforms to improve the
prospects for the Indian tech industry to make
even greater strides than it has done so far. This
might be achieved by capitalising on opportuni-
ties to develop new capabilities in the Artificial
Intelligence space and exploring new markets
across Asia, including China and Russia, and in
parts of Europe, where the transatlantic conta-
gion of nativist protectionism has not yet found
willing takers. While the Trump order is set to ex-
pire within a year, there is no guarantee that it
would not be extended, making it all the more
pertinent for policymakers in India to evolve a
long-term plan to reduce reliance of Indian tech
workers on the shrinking pool of job opportuni-
ties in the U.S. economy. As India and other coun-
tries adjust to this new reality of the hostility of
the Trump White House to welcoming future in-
novators, job-creators, and tax-payers to their
shores, it is the U.S. rather than other nations that
will suffer a shortage of scientific and engineering
prowess to fuel economic progress.

H-1B, maybe
H-1B, Mg

H-1B Visa Fee Hike and Its Implications

H-1B 4T Y6 gf3 3R 59 UG

¢ President Donald Trump’s decision to charge new
applicants for the H-1B highly skilled non-immigrant visa
$100,000, nearly six times the current fee, has caused
widespread consternation.

YUl SHTeS ¢U & Y 3Mdadh| A H-1B I-HIA TR-THARA
o1 & T $100,000 T F HIA, S GAAM Yo BT AT B8
T 8, A s fofdT dar R § 7

e This move might impact the lives of tens of thousands of
potential visa applicants in the tech sector, leading to
“humanitarian consequences” for families, as mentioned by
India’s Ministry of External Affairs.

Y HeH I aeh-tat &7 § YU IS eimdes! & Rl goirl
A &7 Sita- YUIad 81 9o &, Forad RaR! W “Hr=d
U U8 9hd &, o foh YR & fadr wamera 3 S foan
e There will also be widespread disruption among major tech
companies in the U.S. that rely on hiring skilled workers under
this visa.

% (AT SHNRDT i To! aP-IPt HUEl § UG AU
BN, S 9 diSl & ded $ud HHaTRAl Bt Hodf R R vt B
e The number of visas issued in this category has been
capped at 85,000 per year since 2004, and allocations are
decided through a lottery.

=g 9uft A IR} 9T Pt T=AT 2004 T U I 85,000 Th AT T,
3R 3fTde diest & A1 ¥ 99 fobar \rar g1

e Reports based on U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services data suggest that applications for the upcoming fiscal
year have dropped to a four-year low of nearly 3,59,000.

guq. 3R 3T VAT & 3ffbs! » YR R RUid I
Tl 99 & fob 3 arel fawira 9 & e sitdest @ 3,59,000
TR UgIdR IR 1A & fAad TR R 1T ||

¢ Indian nationals typically account for 71% of these visas,

yet data also suggest that close to 60% of these visa recipients
earn less than $100,000.

3 diemeit § YRR AR 3THAR | 71% &1 881 394 ©,
fopx oft ST g +ff T2l § 6 377 SIS YR | TIHT 60% &I 3T
$100,000 T HH T

¢ Over the longer term, this implies that employers may find it
harder to justify hiring such specialized workers from abroad.

s AT A, 3951 Adad § fb Haiarsit & fow 0 fastug
Wﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁm%m%ﬁw
|

e The External Affairs Ministry emphasized that “Skilled
talent mobility and exchanges have contributed enormously to
technology development, innovation, economic growth,
competitiveness, and wealth creation in the U.S. and India”.

fad=r waATery A OIR TR el & pere ufaur 5t afasfiear

3R S-S 7 3ARe®T 3R YRd B M) fdbm, TamR,

%nﬂfgm,mumwﬁvmﬁﬁwﬁwm
-
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However, there is limited scope for South Block to apply pressure, diplomatic or political, to
get the policy reversed.

gTdifep, =fifd Pl Uee & o ATSY ATd & U FHeifad a1 Aoiad aad STer o Wied
AT G|

The fallout for Indian citizens can be contained if the Government of India takes a proactive
approach to bolster India’s infrastructure and undertake necessary reforms to improve
prospects for the Indian tech industry.

I URT TR YR & AT &1 B Toigd B 3R URATT dah=-ita TR ot
HUTGIST BT TG & AT SMTaRad JUR B § Tfohd ERHI SOAKRT §, T WRT AT
TR TS ard UHTd &) Rafd foear o e g1

This might be achieved by developing new capabilities in Artificial Intelligence and exploring
new markets across Asia, including China and Russia, and in parts of Europe, where
nativist protectionism has not yet found willing takers.

T P FigwwT § 7% &I [9Hiid H SR TRIAT & U SoR], 58 94 ok &4
Y §, 3R QAT & I Rl o 1ok qar=Ia g1 a1 S Fehdll 3, ST aRrardt
TRequrarg A 3nft I gege uer T8t U g

While the Trump order is set to expire within a year, there is no guarantee it would not be
extended.

Sefds Trr MR U I & HidR YHIG B aTaT 3, 3T dig TReY el & 3/ Sern el
ST

It is pertinent for policymakers in India to evolve a long-term plan to reduce reliance of
Indian tech workers on the shrinking pool of job opportunities in the U.S. economy.

Ig MaTH [ URd & i fFafar 1o feaifas g faesRid & aife YR aa-iet
FHHaIiEl o MRke! srdfarawir & ged gu e & awRl | FHRd &1 g1 9 |

As India and other countries adjust to this new reality of the hostility of the Trump White
House to welcoming future innovators, job-creators, and taxpayers, it is the U.S. rather
than other nations that will suffer a shortage of scientific and engineering prowess to fuel
economic progress.

O € YR 3N 379 S 3 T3 IRATIhdT & IR JHAT B § & Tr g1ge 8189
Hfewg & Aauade!, Are-FFafarsi 3R HRedrs &1 WrTd T8l B T 8, ARSI 8 3
ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁg&hﬁﬁﬂﬁn%ﬁﬂmmﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁ
deldl Hag PXdi el
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The age of India’s leaders has steadily risen

The age profile of the Lok Sabha has shifted markedly over the decades, with the 18th Lok Sabha being the “oldest™ yet

DATA POINT

Sarthak Bagchi
Arja Kakkad

hen Jagdeep Dhankhar
w stepped down as Vice-
President, citing age-

related health issues, discussions
on ageing in politics sharpened in
India. The suggestion of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat two months ago
that leaders should step aside at
the age of 75 had also triggered a
debate. Narendra Modi continues
as Prime Minister despite crossing
the age of 75 and so do several oth-
er leaders, underscoring the lack
of a clear retirement norm. The
BJP’s unofficial age limit of 75 years
— symbolised by the creation of
the Margadarshak Mandal, often
seen as a euphemism for the par-
ty’s retirement cell — has kept the
spotlight on the question of when
politicians should call it a day.

At the State level too, Chief Mi-
nister Nitish Kumar’s age and
health have emerged as key talking
points ahead of the Bihar elec-
tions. Several instances of incohe-
rence at public events have raised
doubts about his ability to take
crucial policy decisions and effec-
tively discharge his duties. This is
in sharp contrast to the image of
‘sushasan babu (boss of good go-
vernance)’ that he cultivated dur-
ing his early years.

In fact, gerontocracy — com-
monly defined as rule by a group
of old men or a council of elders —
has become an important theme
in the global discourse on democ-
racy. In the 2024 U.S. presidential
elections, age dominated the cam-
paign conversation: Joseph Biden,
the oldest President in American
history, left office at 82, while his
successor Donald J. Trump took of-
fice at 78 years and 220 days, set-
ting a record as the oldest to be in-
augurated. That year, celebrated
worldwide as the ‘year of democ-
racy’ for its many pivotal elections,
saw the rise of several geriatric

leaders to power, including Brazil's
President Lula da Silva, 79; Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu, 75; and Narendra Modi, 74.

The persistence of gerontocracy
is evident even among unelected
leaders and dictators. From long-
ruling strongmen in parts of Africa
to supreme leaders in oil-rich
Asian republics, many continue to
hold on to office well into old age.
Authoritarian leaders such as Tur-
key’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 72,
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin, also
72, have extended their grip on
power for decades, underscoring
how age is rarely a barrier to polit-
ical dominance outside democrat-
ic systems.

This trend of elderly leaders
dominating politics, whether
through democratic elections or
authoritarian rule, is hardly new.
Gerontocracy was a defining fea-
ture of governance in the Greek ci-
ty-states and the Roman Senate,
where advancing age was closely
associated with wisdom and expe-
rience, creating a form of tradi-
tional authority that legitimised
the rule of the old.

An analysis of the ages of India’s
Prime Ministers shows a steady up-
ward trend. At independence in
1947, Jawaharlal Nehru became the
first Prime Minister at 58, serving
with a median age of 66 during his
tenure. By 2014, Narendra Modi
entered office at 63, and the me-
dian age of Prime Ministers had
climbed to 76. The range has been
wide: Rajiv Gandhi was the youn-
gest to assume office at 40, while
Morarji Desai was the oldest, tak-
ing charge at 81. Tellingly, Nehru
demitted office at 74 in 1966, whe-
reas Manmohan Singh, the last
Prime Minister before Modi,
stepped down in 2014 at 81. Across
India’s history, the median age of
Prime Ministers has hovered
around 67.

In comparison, the median age
of Chief Ministers increased only
modestly, from 57 in the 1950s to
59.5 in the 2020s, with the peak
decade being 2010-2020 when it
touched 62.25. A breakdown by

party — regional versus national,
and within national parties bet-
ween the Congress and the BJP —
shows negligible variation, with
the average age of Chief Ministers
across the board hovering around
58 years. The presence of younger
leaders such as Nayab Singh Saini,
Mohan Yadav, and Yogi Adityanath
might suggest that the BJP pro-
motes younger talent, especially
when contrasted with the Con-
gress’s image as India’s ‘Grand Old
Party’. However, our analysis
shows minimal difference in aver-
age age between the two.

In general, the younger ap-
pointments across parties are ba-
lanced out by veterans such as the
late Prakash Singh Badal in Pun-
jab, the late V.S. Achuthanandan in
Kerala, and the late M. Karunanid-
hi in Tamil Nadu, all of whom
served well into their late 80s and
90s.

The age profile of the Lok Sabha
has shifted markedly over the de-
cades (Chart 1), with the 18th Lok
Sabha, which began its term last
vear, being the “oldest” yet. The
average age of parliamentarians
rose from 46.5 years in 1952 to 56
years by 2014. Meanwhile, the
share of younger members (25-40
years) declined sharply from about
25-30% in the early years to under
10%. In contrast, the share of
members aged 56-70 grew from
less than 25% to nearly 40% by
2019. The data makes clear that In-
dia’s Parliament is ageing, with
fewer young politicians making it
into the House over time.

1f we were to pick out a random
Indian, there is a 50% probability
that they are less than 30 years
old. However, this probability is
0.007% if we were to do the same
for a member of the Lok Sabha.
Chart 2 shows the number of MPs
in Lok Sabha under the age of 35,
over the years. Chart 3 shows the
age-profile of MPs in the Lok Sabha
over the years.

Sarthak Bagchi teaches ar Ahmedabad
University and Arja Kakkad, studies in
Ashoka University

The age of India’s leaders has steadily risen

YRd & Ad1sif & IY TR 91 8

o Over the decades, the age profile of the Lok Sabha has shifted significantly, reflecting
longer political careers and delayed entry of younger members.

Old guard

The data for the charts were sourced from a book titled "House of the People:
Parliament and the Making of Indian Democracy,” by Ronojoy Sen

Chart 1: Average age of members of the Lok Sabha
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D! & SR, AP GHT DI 3T
sﬁwmmvﬁ%é?ﬁmﬁm%

Age and Gerontocracy in Politics

# 34 3R qERmESH

e When Jagdeep Dhankhar stepped down as Vice-President, citing age-related health
issues, discussions on ageing in politics sharpened in India.
e SAIGIY $ES - 3U- UG 9 I a0, 39 | Heiftra Ty qwwarsii &1 gare
34 gY, A YRa H IeIfa # 39 R 7 dw 81 TS|

& ey e ST 2, S et e BRER
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The suggestion of RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat two months ago that leaders should step
aside at the age of 75 had also triggered a debate.

& ge- Ugd RSS W HIg-T YNTad &1 gima o Acrsit &1 75 a9 @ g & U 31 &1
1oy, 7 W g B a A

Narendra Modi continues as Prime Minister despite crossing the age of 75, and so do
several other leaders, underscoring the lack of a clear retirement norm.

g T TUER F w0 A 93 g0, ool ST 3T 75 a4 & e 81 g9 B, 9k 3¢ o
ﬁmlﬁﬁmm@%ﬂﬂﬁwﬁaﬁqﬁrwﬁwmaﬁ%

The BJP’s unofficial age limit of 75 years, symbolised by the creation of the Margadarshak
Mandal, often seen as a euphemism for the party’s retirement cell, has kept the spotlight on
the question of when politicians should call it a day.

SR Bt sruaIie 39 Hr 75 ad, 2 arfexfe dea & i gr axf o g, S s
ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁ%m%mﬁé@m% 3 U8 ard §91T 39T P Aameit & wa
UG SisT AIfe|

At the State level, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s age and health have emerged as key
talking points ahead of the Bihar elections.

TIGCHT-I%TER g Fdiw $UR 31 39 SR W fagR gamal 3 ugd ug@ 9491 &1 fawa
EERINS!

Several instances of incoherence at public events have raised doubts about his ability to
take crumal pollcy decisions and effectively discharge his duties.

IS SAToH! § SRITIA & Hs ISRV - 3 Hgeayu! T fofg @ oiR oot
et &1 gurdt fdea o o emd R Wig 37 a1 31

This is in sharp contrast to the image of ‘sushasan babu’ (boss of good governance) that
he cultivated during his early years.
Tg ISP LIS I8 | F1E 71T YU S (3D AN & W) 1 33 & faudia 1
Gerontocracy — commonly defined as rule by a group of old men or a council of elders
— has become an important theme in the global discourse on democracy.
JSIRI® (Gerontocracy) — ford SR R YR ART & THE AT I 3t URYG §RI
MHA & 9 § gRUTT far o1 8 — dibds W afyye Targ o T Heayqut fawa &9 g
In the 2024 U.S. presidential elections, age dominated the campaign conversation:
2024 & AR Iyufa gamal 7, S92 AT T4 U% WY R
o Joseph Biden, the oldest President in American history, left office at 82.
337, smife! sfie & wad [RM Iyufd, A 82 ad $t 3y 7 ug Bl
o His successor Donald J. Trump took office at 78 years and 220 days, setting a
record as the oldest to be inaugurated.
SIHTeS . g A 78 A 3R 220 fA FF 3y & g T, ok
3IgHTe TH aTdl Te R Sfdd &1 Rl F- |
That year, celebrated worldwide as the ‘year of democracy’ for its many pivotal elections,
saw the rise of several geriatric leaders to power, including:
39 Y, Sl s HE@YUl gATal b HRUI AR | Arhas ST qW & U J T411 741, § F5 I
ﬁ?naff T I H STHA o T, 5 =i 6
Brazil’s President Lula da Silva, 79
siTeiter & rgafer e of Riear, 79
o Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 75
SORISA & YUTHHAT ST Aa-a1g, 75
o Narendra Modi, 74
g HIdY, 74
The persistence of gerontocracy is ewdent even among unelected leaders and dictators.
TSRS P! FRARAT Sraaf=id Aarsii 3R armmgi § +Hf Wy |
From long-ruling strongmen in parts of Africa to supreme leaders in oil-rich Asian
republics, many continue to hold on to office well into old age.
SPIPT & T oW H dd THI dP AT R dTet Horgd Adisdl I A da-Tq s TRmrs
mﬂ%aﬁaﬁmﬁw F3 AN JGTIRIT I Ug W & I8d 8
Authoritarian leaders such as Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 72, and Russia’s
Vladimir Putin, also 72, have extended their grip on power for decades, underscoring how
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age is rarely a barrier to political dominance outside democratic systems.

ATITRITE AT, S ol & Y8Y dq TGN, 72, 3R 9 & dleHiR gfae, 72, 7 2! d&

Egﬁwww %mﬁ%ﬁ?aﬁw%uw%@%wwmmmﬁmw
I

e This trend of elderly leaders dominating politics, whether through democratic elections or
authoritarian rule, is hardly new.

% Ua b e T IO B Ty 7@ &, TR Aedite gArat F meam g
ammnﬁmm%mm@r T el o

e Gerontocracy was a defining feature of governance in the Greek city-states and the Roman
Senate, where advancing age was closely associated with wisdom and experience, creating
a form of traditional authority that legitimised the rule of the old.

JGTTHSE (Gerontocracy) M RIS 3R A7 WAe H IRH &1 U W fagivar o,
e Sgdl 3 BT TERT Tat gfsrmar 3R SgHT I T, o URuR® SfpR &1 Ud =9 &7l
T, S Gt & RATH BT de/dll el Tl

Age Profile of India’s Political Leadership

YR & IEHITAP Aqed DI g WwTsad

e An analysis of the ages of India’s Prime Ministers shows a steady upward trend.
YRA & YUTTHEAT Pt 3T FT [I=awor g=1idn § fos 398 amaR IfS g3 5

e Atindependence in 1947, Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime Minister at 58, serving
with a median age of 66 during his tenure.

1947 W Tl & YUY, FATERATd Age Uga UeHH &, @ org 58 o off, 3ik 37
HRIBIA & R AT AT 66 T 5|

o By 2014, Narendra Modi entered office at 63, and the median age of Prime Ministers had
climbed to 76.

2014 9%, TE AT US T80T R & THY 63 T & &, 3R YLHHET! Bt Heqy 31g 76 a¥ dw
¥e TS AT

e The range has been wide: Rajiv Gandhi was the youngest to assume office at 40, while
Morarji Desai was the oldest, taking charge at 81.
31T BT SR AT YT §: Toig Meht Tad &1 39 H 40 a9 &1 31y § U YA aret 3, Jafds
ARSI ¢S I SHeR ¥, 56 81 9 &t oy T foigRY et |

¢ Nehru demitted office at 74 in 1966, whereas Manmohan Singh, the last Prime Minister
before Modi, stepped down in 2014 at 81.

AT 71966 T 74 T9 B! 3G H U SIS, Sefe AHIE g, A ¥ usd & 3ifaq merw,
32014 T 81 9 31 Mg A Ug SISl

e Across India’s history, the median age of Prime Ministers has hovered around 67.
YR & SfaeT o, ) &t Herm oy @y 67 a9 I8t ]

e |n comparison, the median age of Chief Ministers increased only modestly, from 57 in the
1950s to 59.5 in the 2020s, with the peak decade being 2010-2020 when it touched 62.25.
qo A, a'@wﬁthaﬁnwn 3T had HIHeT 91, 1950 & GRTP | 57 T ADHR 2020 P GG |
59.5, foRaH @RW GR1& 2010-2020 UT, TF Ig 62.25 I Ugd 5|

o A breakdown by party — regional versus national, and within national parties between
the Congress and the BJP shows negligible variation, with the average age of Chief
Ministers hovering around 58 years.

T1ef & AR faxawor — &g a9 , 3R iféal & WaR ST o et &
ﬁaw&mm%mﬁg@ﬁaﬁaﬁwg%;ﬂwssﬁﬁ|

e The presence of younger leaders such as Nayab Singh Saini, Mohan Yadav, and Yogi
Adityanath might suggest that the BJP promotes younger talent, especially when
contrasted with the Congress’s |mage as India’s ‘Grand Old Party’.

Tard Rig A1, AT grga iR At sy S gar Aarsht &t Aigeit I8 Yohd ¢ Tl §
fo St gar ufaur &t serar 0 2, ﬁﬁwmaﬁwaﬁ ¥ 3nes Ul HI B F
qorad |

. However analy5|s shows minimal difference in average age between the two parties.

fazayor fearar 8 o S wiidat & e ofivrd 3mg & <graH iR g
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In general, the younger appointments across parties are balanced out by veterans such as
the late Prakash Singh Badal in Punjab, the late V.S. Achuthanandan in Kerala, and the
late M. Karunanidhi in Tamil Nadu, all of whom served well into their late 80s and 90s.
I, mﬁu‘rﬁgmﬁgmaﬁwﬁujmmm A § gd e
AT, 3R afieTg B qd TH. SNy ofF IRy Adreft gRT Sgferd fasan S 8, e
Tt 3 oo+t 80 aﬁ”\rgo B W qP a1 B |

The age profile of the Lok Sabha has shifted markedly over the decades, with the 18th Lok
Sabha, which began its term last year, being the “oldest”

ArHIHT B mﬁmmﬁﬁww@rwnﬁ% &%{ 188 SrpaHT, o s o
YT PRI Y (T, 36 TP $I “Had UV ¢

The average age of parliamentarians rose from 46.5 years in 1952 to 56 years by 2014.
el dt 3ad 31 1952 A 46.5 a9 T FGHR 2014 9 56 94 &l TS|

The share of younger members (25-40 years) declined sharply from about 25-30% in the
early years to under 10%.

JaT qadl (2540 TH) P fGTT BT auf H AT 25-30% & FRHR 10% | H9 g1 7471

In contrast, the share of members aged 56-70 grew from less than 25% to nearly 40% by
2019.

4% fquia, 56-70 T Y a7 & Tw! o1 3T 25% T FH T TGHR 2019 TH TIHT 40%
R

The data makes clear that India’s Parliament is ageing, with fewer young politicians making it
into the House over time.

IS TF T ¢ [ YR DI UG el SH $I 5, FRH THg & I HH gaT a1 Ie § Jas
ERREE

If we were to pick out a random Indian, there is a 50% probability that they are less than 30
years old.

I g1 it arefess YR &) g, af a8 TJHIaT § fo ST 39 30 99 J &4 81, T8 50% & |
However, this probability is 0.007% if we were to do the same for a member of the Lok
Sabha.

gTdifer, IS 50 ApaHT & fhlt Tew & fou T o, ot I8 THIGT ad 0.007% B |

Chart 2 shows the number of MPs in Lok Sabha under the age of 35 over the years.

ATe 2 T § 35 99 A FH IU & AU Fide! Bt I8 [G@Td g

Chart 3 shows the age profile of MPs in the Lok Sabha over the years.

T 3 N1 & ABAUT TGl B AR MwIgd AT 3|
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Can timelines be fixed for Governors?

Can the Governor withhold assent to a Bill passed by the State legislature based on his own discretion? Why has the Centre said that courts cannot prescribe a

timeline for Governors/President to decide on a Bill? What have Opposition-rule States said on the matter?

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
he Supreme Court is currently
hearing a Presidential
reference made in May 2025
that has sought the opinion of
the Court on 14 questions, primarily
surrounding the interpretation of Articles
200 and 201 of the Constitution.

What is the current reference?

The current reference is a result of a
Supreme Court judgment in April 2025
(The State of Tamil Nadu versus the
Governor of Tamil Nadu & Anr) that had
specified timelines for Governors and the
President to act on Bills passed by State
legislatures. It had held that if the
Governor was to withhold assent or
reserve the Bill for consideration of the
President, contrary to the advice of the
State Council of Ministers, he/she should
do so within a period of three months. It
further held that if a Bill for which assent
has been withheld is again passed by the
State legislature, the Governor shall
assent to such Bill. It had prescribed a
timeline of three months for the President
to decide on State Bills reserved for
his/her consideration. The court had also
held that decisions by Governors and the
President on such Bills, including delays
beyond the prescribed timelines, will be
subject to judicial review.

The government has raised questions
regarding the authority of the Court to
prescribe timelines when they are not
specified in the Constitution.

‘What does the Constitution say?
Article 200 of the Constitution lays down
that when a Bill, passed by a State
Legislature, is presented to the Governor
for his/her assent, he/she has four
alternatives: (a) may give assent to the Bill
(b) may withhold assent to the Bill, that is,
reject the Bill in which case the Bill fails to
become law; (c) may return the Bill for
reconsideration of the State Legislature;
or (d) may reserve the Bill for the
consideration of the President.

As held by the Supreme Court in
various cases including the Shamsher
Singh case (1974), the Governor does not
exercise his/her discretionary powers
while withholding assent for a Bill. He/she
is required to act as per the advice of the
Council of Ministers. The return of any
Bill to the State Legislature for
reconsideration is also to be done based

New rules: Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi welcomed by Chief Minister M.K. Stalin during the Republic Day celebrations in Chennai, on January 26. PTi

respect to any Bill presented for his/her
assent. The main part of Article 200 states
that once a Bill is presented to the
Governor, he/she ‘shall’ declare that
he/she assents to the Bill or withholds
assent or reserves the Bill for
consideration of the President. The
proviso to the article adds that the
Governor may ‘as soon as possible’ return
the Bill for reconsideration of the State
legislature.

‘What are the recommendations?

The Sarkaria Commission (1987) had
stated that only the reservation of Bills for
consideration of the President, that too

on ministerial advice. As explained in the

Constituent Assembly by T.T.
Krishnamachari, this may be done if the
Government feels that the Bill needs
modifications. The Governor shall assent
to such a Bill if it is passed again by the
State Legislature.

As far as reserving any Bill for
consideration of the President, the
Governor must reserve certain Bills like
those which reduce the powers of the
High Court. He/she may reserve certain
Bills based on the advice of the Council of
Ministers like those that relate to a subject
enumerated in the Concurrent List, to
ensure operation of its provisions despite
repugnancy to a Union Law. It is only
under rare circumstances that the
Governor may exercise his/her discretion
and reserve a Bill where he/she feels that
the provisions of the Bill contravene any
of the provisions of the Constitution and
therefore, reserve it for the consideration
of the President.

The Constitution does not lay down
any time limit within which the Governor
is required to make a decision with

under rare cases of patent
unconstitutionality, can be implied as a
discretionary power of the Governor.
Apart from such exceptional cases, the
Governor must discharge his functions
under Article 200 as per the advice of

ini It further rec ded that
the President (Central Government)
should dispose of such Bills within a
maximum period of six months. The
Punchhi Commission (2010) had
recommended that the Governor should
take a decision with respect to a Bill
presented for his/her assent within a
period of six months.

‘What are the arguments?

Article 163(1) of the Constitution requires
the Governor to act as per the advice of
the Council of Ministers except in so far as
he/she is required by or under the
Constitution to act as per his/her
discretion. Article 163(2) further provides
that if any question arises on whether the
matter is a matter which the Governor is
required to act as per his/her discretion,

the decision of the Governor in such cases
shall be final and shall not be called into
question.

The Centre has argued that the
Governor enjoys discretion as per the
above Article which cannot be inquired
into by the courts and consequently no
timelines can be fixed. It also raised
objections to the three-month timeframe
that has been stipulated for the President
to decide on Bills which have been
reserved. Article 201 that deals with this
matter does not stipulate any timeline.
The Centre has maintained that any issues
between the elected government in a
State, the Governor and the President
need to be resolved politically within the
framework of the Constitution and that
the courts cannot be an adjudicator for
every such impasse.

However, Opposition-ruled States have
argued that the Governors in such States
have been selectively delaying assent or
reserving Bills, against the advice of the
Council of Ministers, for the consideration
of the President. They have argued that
such deliberate delays cannot be termed
as discretion and that it disrespects the
popular mandate of the people of the
State.

What should be the way forward?

All the issues stated above are in the
nature of symptoms. The underlying
disease that has plagued our federal set
up has been the politicisation of the
gubernatorial post. Many political leaders
starting from C.N. Annadurai to Nitish
Kumar have called for the abolition of the
Governor’s post in the past. However, as
per our Constitutional scheme, there is a
need for a nominal head of the State

Can timelines be fixed for Governors?

T ITUTA| P 0 THIAHT 97 1 &1 Jhdl 82

Presidential Reference on Articles 200 and 201

wpufa HeH 3rg=dq 200 3R 201 R

executive just like the President for the
Union executive.

Nevertheless, federalism is also a basic
feature of our Constitution and the
Governor’s office should not undermine
the powers of popularly elected
governments at the States.

The Court usually exercises restraint
while stipulating timelines for action by
constitutional authorities where none is
provided in the Constitution. However,
when there are unreasonable delays, the
Court has stipulated timelines in the past
like in K. M. Singh case (2020) where it
laid down a three-month timeframe for
Speakers to decide on the Tenth Schedule
disqualification.

The Supreme Court has purposively
interpreted the words in Article 200 in its
judgment in April 2025. It has interpreted
that the main part of Article 200 uses the
words ‘Governor shall’ and hence it is not
a discretionary power. It relied on its own
past judgments including the Nabam
Rebia case (2006), the recommendations
of various commissions as well as the
Office Memorandum of the Home
Ministry in 2016 to prescribe the timeline
of three months for actions by Governors
and the President.

The Centre and the Governors should
follow the timeline prescribed by the
April 2025 judgment to uphold
democratic and federal principles.
Hopefully, the opinion of the Supreme
Court in the Presidential reference would
also reiterate this position.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified.” He currently trains at Officers
IAS academy. Views expressed are
personal.

THE GIST

v

Article 200 of the Constitution
lays down that when a Bill,
passed by a State Legislature,
is presented to the Governor
for his/her assent, he/she has
four alternatives: (a) may give
assent to the Bill (b) may
withhold assent to the Bill, that
is, reject the Bill in which case
the Bill fails to become law; (c)
may return the Bill for
reconsideration of the State
Legislature; or (d) may reserve
the Bill for the consideration of
the President.

v

Article 163(1) of the
Constitution requires the
Governor to act as per the
advice of the Council of
Ministers except in so far as
he/she is required by or under
the Constitution to act as per
his/her discretion.

v

Opposition-ruled States have
argued that the Governors in
such States have been
selectively delaying assent or
reserving Bills, against the
advice of the Council of
Ministers.
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The Supreme Court is currently hearing a Presidential reference made in May 2025 that
has sought the opinion of the Court on 14 questions, primarily surrounding the interpretation
of Articles 200 and 201 of the Constitution.

R DIE aduH & 7g 2025 H fHT 10 yufa Hed R gaE % W@ 6, o 14 Harel W
HIC B G AR TE B, S ey T Y AU & Srgsdg 200 SR 201 T IR § Waifdd B

The current reference is a result of a Supreme Court judgment in April 2025 (The State of
Tamil Nadu versus the Governor of Tamil Nadu & Anr) that had specified timelines for
Governors and the President to act on Bills passed by State legislatures.

qaAT He &1 uRome e 2025 & U B¢ F Bad (159 aRETg 99 AT &
IUT TG 319) & =7 A g, S 3oy fumgursit gry ol fIdas! wR Isuura iR
yafd gRI SRS & forg wHaar Ryiid &1 77 ot

It held that if the Governor was to withhold assent or reserve the Bill for consideration of the
President, contrary to the advice of the State Council of Ministers, he/she should do so
within a period of three months.

T Te1 T o If rauTe e [a9ae® @ Wit 37 | AT a1 53 Ayufd & faamred
TRI& 1 T8 8, 1 3 Tea Tt uftwe &) wae & fauda 8), 3 3/ i A & iR
DT TR

It further held that if a Bill for which assent has been withheld is again passed by the State
legislature, the Governor shall assent to such Bill.

T 311 FgT T o afe fonedt ot &t wiafa et 718 2 ok 33 fibw & roa faumr |gun
ER1 TR fora ST 8, @ Irsaura &1 39 fadas &1 Wiefa 3+t @iz

It had prescribed a timeline of three months for the President to decide on State Bills
reserved for his/her consideration.

S puld & fore fi wdiA 3t aweRitar Reiid ot 15 o, @ife a8 s farmd grfae =g
fatRyen] R iy o 9o |

The court had also held that decisions by Governors and the President on such Bills,
including delays beyond the prescribed timelines, will be subject to judicial review.

BIc 1 g Hi Pl fb U faduen W Irsaarer ol Irgafer gy forg 1w Fofy, o FeiRa
T 3ifiies facs 2 &, =arfie e & sred gl

The government has raised questions regarding the authority of the Court to prescribe
timelines when they are not specified in the Constitution.

WHR A I8 JaId I & [ oig Tfgem & gaasitar Rfdy 768 g, A oid & uw =3 FRufa
H BT AfYPR § T1 7611

What does the Constitution say?

TfauT= 1 Fedare?

Article 200 of the Constitution lays down that when a Bill, passed by a State Legislature, is
presented to the Governor for his/her assent, he/she has four alternatives:

AT BT 3 g 200 T Fuia wrar @ o ora fadt Ire faumr qun gry uiika fadas &
ISAUTd o THE Wpid & org TR fova ST g, d 31 U 9k fased 81d &
o (a) May give assent to the Bill
(a) fataes &) Eiefa T
o (b) May withhold assent to the Bill, that is, reject the Bill in which case the Bill fails to
become law
(b) fada® @t W AT, T fadT® B | BT, TR I8 B g1 o Ul
o (c) May return the Bill for reconsideration of the State Legislature
(c) fathas &1 fipw | faamred v faur JuT &) arow Ao
o (d) May reserve the Bill for the consideration of the President
(d) fadues o1 Irgufa & faarrd GRfgm o
As held by the Supreme Court in various cases including the Shamsher Singh case (1974),
the Governor does not exercise discretionary powers while withholding assent for a Bill.
He/she is required to act as per the advice of the Council of Ministers.

Toiw w1 7 faftrs et | forad Rk Rig Araar (1974) a8, w81 & Isaura Sraeit
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faeReR fd &1 ITarT fAdgs @ Wl Aswd THg 781 a=d | 37wl uiug o 9ag
¥ IR T HAT TS |

The return of any Bill to the State Legislature for reconsideration is also to be done based on
ministerial advice.

fareit ot fadaes & gafdar & forg Irwa faum Jwn &1 o Jor of w3t ufvue o wae &
STYR W a1 ST =18 T

As explained in the Constituent Assembly by T.T. Krishnamachari, this may be done if the
Government feels that the Bill needs modifications.

o b Tfaem v & .. FoomTEmt gRT IHST T, 98 99 3501 S Aawhdl § 5 IWHR 6
@ o5 A o W= & savadhdl gl

The Governor shall assent to such a Bill if it is passed again by the State Legislature.

afe T1 fadaes g faem FHT gRT O: TIRd fba S 8, o Treaure @) 9@ Wiptd e+t
S

As far as reserving any Bill for consideration of the President, the Governor must reserve
certain Bills like those which reduce the powers of the High Court.

foralt off fadkae & faamrd WRfda o & dou 3, v @ 3o fadas! &t
TR BT , S 3 3 S S UraTerd & SHRIPRI P FH B¢ |

He/she may reserve certain Bills based on the advice of the Council of Ministers like those
that relate to a subject enumerated in the Concurrent List, to ensure operation of its
provisions despite repugnancy to a Union Law.

d 5o AYgH! ! T g o Terg & SMYR R JRfEd &R I&bd €, o b 3 of g gt o
SfcaRad fawdi & &R &, difds ST WAy $5 & B & fajiY & S1ae]g arL 6! 9 |

It is only under rare circumstances that the Governor may exercise discretion and reserve
a Bill where he/she feels that the provisions of the Bill contravene any of the provisions of
the Constitution and therefore, reserve it for the consideration of the President.

Fad gad uRRURE A Isuurer fAasTiedR &1 TR aR Udhd § SR U1 fadas qRfdE #R
T &, S8l 3¢ ol b fadge & uray wfaer & fasdt of wraur &1 Ieeed axd §, 3R
T 39 Apufay & frarrd Rida v srar g

The Constitution does not lay down any time limit within which the Governor is required to
make a decision with respect to any Bill presented for his/her assent.

ifger ot off it & (RS 78 ovar 3, e JiaR wegura o fah fadas W fofa
T SMTa=TS ¢ |

The main part of Article 200 states that once a Bill is presented to the Governor, he/she

‘shall’ declare that he/she assents to the Bill or withholds assent or reserves the Bill for
consideration of the President.

3T 200 HT I U Hgdl § (o o1a fht fadaed &) Isgure & THef Udd fosar St g, oY
3% ‘U ST AW o 3 AT &1 Wipld <d &, Wipfd Jebd &, a1 fadues &1 Igufa &
foramd Rféa Ha 81

The proviso to the article adds that the Governor may ‘as soon as possible’ return the Bill
for reconsideration of the State legislature.

3fTase oI UTaUT ShedT & fos Isaura <ayriya it fadas & gafdar & fa wea faus
HHT DI q09 Ul T g |

Recomm_endations and Arguments

The Sarkaria Commission (1987) had stated that only the reservation of Bills for
consideration of the President, that too under rare cases of patent unconstitutionality,
can be implied as a discretionary power of the Governor.

RGBT ST (1987) = Tl b bawt Ipufar & farrd fadas! o Qida w, 95
Fad GuR WY RIUf% amel §, &1 IsauTd &1 faaeiiaer =ifed T s e g1
Apart from such exceptional cases, the Governor must discharge his functions under
Article 200 as per the advice of Ministers.

TY fa=iy Arel o Sradl, ISqUTd &1 SIEd6 200 & dgd 30 ol BT ura- Wl &t
HATE & IR HAT AU
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e It further recommended that the President (Central Government) should dispose of such
Bills within a maximum period of six months.

3T 7 3111 RypTRE 1 b gufar (b WRPR) B! W faduep! &1 FAuerT siftrpaw 88
e & HidR S 91Ul

e The Punchhi Commission (2010) had recommended that the Governor should take a
decision with respect to a Bill presented for his/her assent within a period of six months.

Gt I (2010) 7 Riweizr &1 off o Trswurer 3t fpdt fadaes wr fAofg o= & fog, S 397
WHfa & fou uxd fasan a1 8, ©8 wéia & iR Fofa o anfeuy

Aaguments

o Article 163(1) of the Constitution requires the Governor to act as per the advice of the
Council of Ministers except in so far as he/she is required by or under the Constitution to act
as per his/her discretion.

AT BT 355G 163(1) ISAUTA &1 HAt UuE BT TaATE & SR B B DI SIRISHl
gardr g, e 59 for TWiau™ & d8d 3¢ APPSR & SIUR ST H1 I 8|

o Article 163(2) further provides that if any question arises on whether the matter is a matter
which the Governor is required to act as per his/her discretion, the decision of the
Governor in such cases shall be final and shall not be called into question.

a;I%@‘M%(Z) 3T gl | & afe 98 Uy I3aT1 8 {6 A IsauTd & faddifiedR & 3FaR
mﬁm%,ﬁ@wmﬁﬁmmﬁuhaﬁwmsﬁ?wmmﬁmw
I

e The Centre has argued that the Governor enjoys discretion as per the above Article which
cannot be inquired into by the courts and consequently no timelines can be fixed.

H% WPHR 7 I 31 fh IR 3 &b SIHR ISUUTd [AAPIUPR BT 31 A 7, o
PIE GRI S 81 o HpdT, 3R Y B3 FHYIHT 7 T8 Bt o Tt |

e It also raised objections to the three-month timeframe that has been stipulated for the
President to decide on Bills which have been reserved.

g A A HEIA B TG W H 3ufR S, S Agufe ol GRiad b 1 fadue! w oty
SEEASHCRIE
o Article 201 that deals with this matter does not stipulate any timeline.

T AW 4 T 3¢ 201 ®is THANAT TR 787 dxarl

¢ The Centre has maintained that any issues between the elected government in a State, the
Governor, and the President need to be resolved politically within the framework of the
Constitution and that the courts cannot be an adjudicator for every such impasse.

&% A I8 Pel fos it ot g & it g5 IR, IsuuTd o & o Iad el Bl
ﬁiﬁﬁaﬁ%tﬁmwﬁﬁww AT ST 91T 3R BIE g% e BT FuerT 781
Gy |

o However, Opposition-ruled States have argued that the Governors in such States have
been selectively delaying assent or reserving Bills, against the advice of the Council of
Ministers, for the consideration of the President.

BT, fauer =nfra weal 2 b foan f U2 sl & wrsaure A T AR S B g
o fadaet @1 JRféra i &, St fo w1t uftg &1 warme & fadta ¢, wrgufar & femerd

e They have argued that such deliberate delays cannot be termed as discretion and that it
disrespects the popular mandate of the people of the State.

IHT b § 3 Tl STHggaR @1 718 3 &1 fadeiiieR Tt oel S TebdT 3R I8 o9 & Al
o AU TATGRT BT T gl Bl |

Way F d
Rt feam

e All the issues stated above are in the nature of symptoms. The underlying disease that has
plagued our federal set up has been the politicisation of the gubernatorial post.
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SR FaE T 4 T A&0 & WU & ¢ | IR WU gt § JoT THT ISquTd Ug &1
oI | Sga T X! B

Many political leaders starting from C.N. Annadurai to Nitish Kumar have called for the
abolition of the Governor’s post in the past.

B3 TSI TSl A, C.N. fATGRS I TR AR FPHR I, 3(dild | IeqUTd UG DI THTE
B DI AT B B

However, as per our Constitutional scheme, there is a need for a nominal head of the
State executive just like the President for the Union executive.

gTdlifs, TAR HAUT® e & SUR, Iod HRIUIIDT & oY Uds AT W &l
MATIDH I &, S fob g BriaTieresT o forg rgafar

Nevertheless, federalism is also a basic feature of our Constitution and the Governor’s
office should not undermine the powers of popularly elected governments at the States.
U JacjG, HYaTg gAR AU &1 T Fayd fa=ivar 3 iR Isaurd Srafed o Il &
AFaiEe TU F T8 TWERI & AVHR] & HHOIR ol BT MU

The Court usually exercises restraint while stipulating timelines for action by constitutional
authorities where none is provided in the Constitution.

o9 Tfae™ H BIE GHIATAT 761 1 718 81, o 3SIad SMHAR IR |gH HT UTe S g
However, when there are unreasonable delays, the Court has stipulated timelines in the
past like in K. M. Singh case (2020) where it laid down a three-month timeframe for
Speakers to decide on the Tenth Schedule disqualification.

gTaiifes, Sa rp1RuT 38t I 8, Al sreTad A ugd ft gwaRitar Fuiia ot 8, o f k. M. Rig
HTHET (2020) H, 55T WA &1 gd] SR Sraadr W Fufa a1 & fore 99 7 &1 v
e |

The Supreme Court has purposely interpreted the words in Article 200 in its judgment in
April 2025.

e TaTag 3 SIEde 200 & Wsal BT e 2025 F Avfa & SHaFHR rRe 3t |

It has interpreted that the main part of Article 200 uses the words ‘Governor shall’ and
hence it is not a discretionary power.

ST A RS B! o STedG 200 F T W T eg ASYUTA BT BT YA g 3R 3T
Tg fadwfter wfea gt 8

It relied on its own past judgments including the Nabam Rebia case (2006), the
recommendations of various commissions, as well as the Office Memorandum of the
Home Ministry in 2016 to prescribe the timeline of three months for actions by Governors
and the President.

U 30 R 0Tl S Nabam Rebia T (2006), [l S ot Rrwifesm, ok @
HATTA 1 ST 19 2016 FT YGR] fordl SR IrequTat SR Igafer gRT B & forg i
g ot gEiE AyiRkd #

The Centre and the Governors should follow the timeline prescribed by the April 2025
jl{dgment to uphold democratic and federal principles.

STl @ 3fte 2025 F FAvfa grT Fuifa Tafiar &1 ure w1 anfeu arfe
Arpdi® R FHrg Rigidl o1 e g 9& |
Hopefully, the opinion of the Supreme Court in the Presidential reference would also
reiterate this position.

Swie § & pufa wieef & gty w1¢ ot < off 39 fRufa Y Srgrgit|
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Astronomers have spotted the
biggest bangs since the Big Bang

Black holes are one of nature’s most inscrutable creations, and supermassive black holes that lurk near the centres of galaxies are the biggest of them all. As a star nears a

black holes event horizon, extreme forces stretch and compress the star into a long, thin stream, releasing enormous amounts of electromagnetic energy

Prakash Chandra

or all its apparent serenity, the

universe is a very violent place,

teeming with cataclysmic events:

from colliding galaxies and
supernovae (the explosive deaths of
massive stars), to immensely powerful
geysers of X-rays and black holes that
gobble up stars.

In this deafening cosmic din,
astronomers have always considered
gamma-ray bursts (GRBs), produced
during the formation of black holes, to be
the most powerful flare-ups in the
universe. Incredibly energetic GRBs
traverse vast distances, making them the
most luminous electromagnetic events
since the Big Bang, the accepted
cosmological model to explain the origin
and evolution of the universe.

But recently, astronomers from the
University of Hawaii's Institute for
Astronomy (IfA) identified a new category
of events that they found to be much
more powerful than GRBs: extreme
nuclear transients (ENTS). In astronomy,
transients refer to celestial objects whose
brightness changes significantly over a
relatively short period.

Inscrutable creations

The IfA findings, published recently in
Science Advances, described extraordinary
phenomena that occurred when
extremely big stars wandered too close to
gargantuan black holes in galactic centres
and literally got eaten up. Their fate was
much like that of Icarus in Greek
mythology, who flew too close to the sun
on wings of wax and feathers only for the
wings to melt, causing him to plummet to
his deat

“ENTs are powered by accretion from
the debris of a massive star at least three
times heavier than our sun that has been
ripped apart by a supermassive black
hole,” Jason Hinkle, the lead author of the
IfA study, wrote to the author.

Black holes are one of nature’s most
inscrutable creations, and supermassive
black holes that lurk near the centres of
galaxies are the biggest of them all. There
is one in the Milky Way galaxy, too:
Sagittarius A*.

As astar nears a black hole’s event
horizon - its outer edge that marks the
point of no return for even light -
extreme tidal forces stretch and compress
the star into a long, thin spaghetti-like
shape, releasing enormous amounts of
electromagnetic energy. This emission is
the ENT.

These brilliant space streamers
traverse immense distances and remain
luminous in radio wavelengths for years,
making it possible for astronomers to

of atidal di:

A scene from a computer sil
the star being ‘spaghettified into a long thin stream. DANIELIAMESPRICE (CC BY-SA)

study them. In fact, ENTs are so powerful
that astronomers now believe they are the
“biggest explosions” to have taken place
since the Big Bang.

“ENTs are the most energetic class of
transient events yet discovered,” Dr.
Hinkle said. “They emit up to ten-times
more energy than the previous record
holders.”

Torn apart

Dr. Hinkle stumbled on to ENTs when
sifting through data from the European
Space Agency’s Gaia spacecraft, which
mapped the Milky Way for more thana
decade.

“We were looking for smooth,
high-amplitude, and long-lived events,” he
said. “In 2020, we began following two
sources I had identified in 2016 and 2018
in the Gaia data with space-based
UV/X-ray missions and ground-based
spectroscopy to measure physical
parameters, which gave the first
indications that we were seeing
something special”

When the Zwicky Transient Facility
[which scans the entire Northern sky
every two days using an extremely wide
field of view camera at the Palomar
observatory in California] published data
on a third similar event in 2023, it gave
additional confidence that we had found a
rare, new class of transient phenomena,”
he added.

Astronomers have previously observed
stars being torn apart in tidal disruption
events (TDEs), which happens when a
star is pulled apart by a black hole’s tidal
forces, releasing the energy equivalent of
more than a hundred supernovae in the

ofa l; starbya illi l

ee

ENTSs are also much rarer than the
TDEs we observe in the local
universe. However, we think that
ENTs are TDFEs of massive stars that
are just too rare to observe in the
nearby universe

JASON HINKLE
LEAD AUTHOR OF THE IFA STUDY

process. In that sense, TDEs share many
similarities with ENTS, including hot
temperatures, brilliant emissions, and
broad emission lines. But the two are
actually quite different.

“The host galaxies of ENTs are much
larger than that of a TDE and have a more
massive central black hole,” Dr. Hinkle
explained. “ENTs are also much rarer
than the TDEs we observe in the local
universe. However, we think that ENTs
are TDEs of massive stars that are just too
rare to observe in the nearby universe.”

ENTs also differ from the mysterious
fast X-ray transients (FXTs), short-lived
bursts of X-rays from distant galaxies that
have puzzled astronomers since they
were first found in the 1970s.

The origins of FXTs remained elusive
largely because their signals are less
energetic and more fleeting than
traditional X-ray driven GRBs.

In extreme light
Despite an exhaustive search, which even
included candidate sources such as TDEs

black hole. The snapshot shows

where a small black hole interacted with a
white dwarf, astronomers couldn’t
determine where FXTs originated. The
mystery was finally solved in June when
researchers from Northwestern University
in the US and the University of Leicester
in England discovered FXTs actually arose
from high energy particles trapped inside
asupernova.

It turned out that when high-energy
particle jets break through a star’s outer
layers, they produce GRBs. But if these
jets are contained within the star, they
release lower-energy X-ray signals that we
observe as FXTs. In other words, unlike
ENTs, FXTs are essentially an X-ray
phenomenon that occurs on very short
timescales.

Astronomers are excited about the
prospect of observing the universe in the
light of the extreme luminosity of ENTs.

As Dr. Hinkle said: “By building a
sample of ENTS, we can study massive
black holes in the early universe,
especially the large majority of those that
are not otherwise accreting, serving as an
excellent complement to studies of
accreting black holes in the early
universe.”

This will be made easier by a new
generation of telescopes and instruments
with Al-powered data analysis, such as
the Vera C. Rubin Observatory in
Chile and the Nancy Grace Roman Space
Telescope, scheduled to be launched in
2027. They promise to revolutionise our
understanding of the extreme physics
behind a universe filled with cosmic
destruction on such immense scales.

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail.com)

Astronomers have spotted the biggest bangs since the Big Bang

Gafagl A fomdT S 91 @ Ga8 98 YA 4@ §

e Astronomers have spotted the biggest bangs since the Big Bang.
Trataa) = foRT & & 91E & 9ad 99 4HIP G2 §
e Black holes are one of nature’s most inscrutable creations, and supermassive black
holes that lurk near the centres of galaxies are the biggest of them all.
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Astronomers have identified
celestial events more powerful
than gamma-ray bursts:
extreme nuclear transients.
Transients are objects whose
brightness changes over a
short period. ENTs are
powered by accretion from
the debris of a massive star
that has been ripped apart by
a supermassive black hole

v

ENTSs traverse immense
distances and remain
luminous in radio
wavelengths for years.
Astronomers now believe
ENTs are the biggest
explosions since the Big Bang.
Researchers stumbled upon
ENTs when sifting through
data from the Gaia spacecraft
-

By building a sample of ENTs,
it will be possible to study
massive black holes in the
early universe, especially the
large majority of those that
are not otherwise accreting,
serving as an excellent
complement to studies of
accreting black holes in the
early universe
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e As a star nears a black hole’s event horizon, extreme forces stretch and compress the star
into a long, thin stream, releasing enormous amounts of electromagnetic energy.

ﬁﬁﬁwmwm%g&aaﬂgﬁ%wu@w% 3AfYS T IR BI Wi 3R
EETEHR U T, Ul 4RT & 960 &d ¢, o 9gd o<t 4 & faggadasia Huil Aead 3|

Violence in the Universe

weris o g

www.patrioticias.in

e For all its apparent serenity, the universe is a very violent place, teeming with cataclysmic
events: from colliding galaxies and supernovae (the explosive deaths of massive stars), to
immensely powerful geysers of X-rays and black holes that gobble up stars.

3Ot T A & Srdcie, FeIiS TP 9gd ol feud R g, STgT ATHIRNATISH &t eah,
(=TT aRY Bt fahie s Ha), Sfafeies Wfda=imel TarRIX & oR 3R dR FHerd o=
adl A gred @@W@R"rwaﬂﬁ%

e |n this deafening cosmic din, astronomers have always considered gamma-ray bursts
(GRBs), produced during the formation of black holes, to be the most powerful flare-ups in
the universe.

39 R TR &7 I IS R T, TAArde gaRN MHIR T (GRBs) I, 51l &1 81 &
Fmfor & SR ST B 3, SRS @) TR I TR -3 oI T8 B

e Incredibly energetic GRBs traverse vast distances, making them the most luminous
electromagnetic events since the Big Bang, the accepted cosmological model to explain the
origin and evolution of the universe.

Sffayaia =u q SHolfaH GRBs fAnd gt 0 d €, o 3 faur § (<t s7g1is &1 Safyy sk
fIH & THE &1 WieH Faied Aied §) & 916 U I USRI faggagasia ge-d
& 91 B

e Butrecently, astronomers from the University of Hawaii’s Institute for Astronomy (IfA)
identified a new category of events that they found to be much more powerful than GRBs:
extreme nuclear transients (ENTSs).

Afr g1 g1 1, gars fayfaemeaa & @a fasma S (IfA) & Widafde) 3 gest & Th
3 907 B Uga™ BI, St GRBs J Ha! YD ATGa=ITel! TS 7T5: THIASHH gfaeaar giforded
(ENTs)|

e |n astronomy, transients refer to celestial objects whose brightness changes significantly
over a relatively short period.

T o H, Tiftied 9= @iicia axgsit & Tefifd axd § Rre! a0 siherpd o1 T
¥ I w0 @ gad i 2

Inscrutable Creations

3ATH T8

e The IfA findings, published recently in Science Advances, described extraordinary
phenomena that occurred when extremely big stars wandered too close to gargantuan black
holes in galactic centres and literally got eaten up.

B & § T5W 7Sy UHIRId A Fssut = SRRl gesTt %1 quiF b, 99 srid
gwmm%as Wﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁwmﬁaaﬁwéaa@aww}w@kwﬁ
Ta|

e Their fate was much like that of Icarus in Greek mythology, who flew too close to the sun on
wings of wax and feathers only for the wings to melt, causing him to plummet to his death.
AP TG AT TRIFIS HUT3H & SHRT o1 &1 AT, o 7 $iR vl & uaf )R 38R
WS & Tgd B o DI DI B, Al URa fga T 3R a8 ARa W T

o “ENTs are powered by accretion from the debris of a massive star at least three times heavier
than our sun that has been ripped apart by a supermassive black hole,” Jason Hinkle, the
lead author of the IfA study, wrote.

“ENTs &I Uifad e 8 37 fammer arl & das 9, S g6R 94 3 &9 I & & A1 U 8
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Black holes are one of nature’s most inscrutable creations, and supermassive black holes
that lurk near the centres of galaxies are the biggest of them all. There is one in the Milky
Way galaxy too: Sagittarius A*.

AP I TP B T SRR T3 & I €, 3R GURARYT AP I off STHRAMSH &
ol & U 30 36d &, 99 9aY 9ed 99 ¢ | Freat @ s # oft tes B Afrefay At

As a star nears a black hole’s event horizon — its outer edge that marks the point of no
return for even light — extreme tidal forces stretch and compress the star into a long, thin
spaghetti-like shape, releasing enormous amounts of electromagnetic energy. This
emission is the ENT.

ORI B IS IR &b BIcl & A€ GRIZOT — FUD] 1631 AT Sl FgT e fob yprr b W
wieq 3 W18 — & HOG UgadT g, IS SaRIY a6 IR & dal, Tael TadY ol smepfa
ﬁ@aﬁgﬁ?mﬁ% R Tl T A Rigqrgadta S Foad 81 I8 Iersi ENT
hedldigl

These brilliant space streamers traverse immense distances and remain luminous in radio
wavelengths for years, making it possible for astronomers to study them.

Y TAGGR SAE YRTE I G a9 It & IR A a1 e & Iuf dh YHTHA gt
2, R @iafac! &1 ST 3ieag A1 4T 81 I g |

In fact, ENTs are so powerful that astronomers now believe they are the “biggest
explosmns to have taken place since the Big Bang.

grdd H, ENTs %ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁ%%%@ﬂﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁéﬁﬂ%ﬂ%aﬁgﬁma@
Repres ve 3|

“ENTs are the most energetic class of transient events yet discovered,” Dr. Hinkle said.
“They emit up to ten-times more energy than the previous record holders.”

&7, fe=hd 3 F8T, “ENTs 3@ I Wiol U giferde gdew & gad Soraq 9oft §1 3 forea
WW@Wwaﬁmwﬁwﬁhaﬂﬁﬁl”

Torn apart

Dr. Hinkle stumbled on to ENTs when sifting through data from the European Space
Agency s Gaia spacecraft, which mapped the Milky Way for more than a decade.

81, f§hd DI ENTs a fiidl oid d gRIVTg Siafver Toil & T1gar TWRITUE & Scl &l &
R I3 Y, o fireat @ &1 U oo § 31 gwa des AfE faa |

“We were looking for smooth, high-amplitude, and long-lived events,” he said. “In 2020, we
began following two sources | had identified in 2016 and 2018 in the Gaia data with space-
based UV/X-ray missions and ground-based spectroscopy to measure physical parameters,
which gave the first indications that we were seeing something special.”

“@H smooth, high-amplitude 3R long-lived events d[ul g ¥,” 38 BTl “2020 |, §H @l
BT BT SR AT I T o 23 Tt 3T & 2016 31K 2018 H TG o, WG-9%S
UV/X-ray fIRFT 3R U3 S-ats WaeRa dt & A1ead ¥ Hifdew tRifier Amom & forg, a4 g
gl obd faar fs 80 o W <@ <R 41"

When the Zwicky Transient Facility [which scans the entire Northemn sky every two days
using an extremely wide field of view camera at the Palomar observatory in California]
published data on a third similar event in 2023, it gave additional confidence that we had
found a rare, new class of transient phenomena,” he added.

e fogat Tifonde BRafrdt [S Himifar & TaaR sifsadest & T 953 d18s Hite HHll
BT YN HRP &R &l fod T GR STRY SHTHTR Bl Ih Il 8] 7 2023 H TR THM T BT el
TR foba, Y 3R 3R Ay firem fs &9 U gy, =13 9oft ) erfdres emralt &t Wit &
g, 3o SieT

Astronomers have previously observed stars being torn apart in tidal disruption events

(TDEs), which happens when a star is pulled apart by a black hole’s tidal forces, releasing
the energy equivalent of more than a hundred supernovae in the process.

TMAfdE Uge 36 g ¢ fob R tidal disruption events (TDEs) H ghs-g®s &1 Od §, o/
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In that sense, TDEs share many similarities with ENTs, including hot temperatures, brilliant
emissions, and broad emission lines. But the two are actually quite different.

U =P ¥, TDEs H ENTs & 1Y $3 THMAN I &, oI I dIUHM, IHBIA ScoH, 3R drst
IOl TS | AfhT At B g1 STt AT g
“The host galaxies of ENTs are much larger than that of a TDE and have a more massive
central black hole,” Dr. Hinkle explained. “ENTs are also much rarer than the TDEs we
observe in the local universe. However, we think that ENTs are TDEs of massive stars that
are just too rare to observe in the nearby universe.”

“ENTs &1 BIRE THTRAATE TDEs J Hal 3 7t gl § 3R 3790 U iR off fama delig
= 8 gia1 3, ST, fewa 7 gugman| “ENTs ot i s o 3@ o ard TDEs &1 a1 J
He! SHfIF gdH § | gIaiioh, 89 Trad § b ENTs fa=iel dRI & TDEs &, S U & Sigiis | o
¥ fou 9ga gdH g1
ENTs also differ from the mysterious fast X-ray transients (FXTs), short-lived bursts of X-
rays from distant galaxies that have puzzled astronomers since they were first found in the
1970s.

ENTs YGRH fast X-ray transients (FXTs) I 3 3/eT €, S GRRY STHRANTIST I 314 aret
DIAD X-ray faple gid € 3R S 1970s T Wwde! bl T §U B
The origins of FXTs remained elusive largely because their signals are less energetic and
more fleeting than traditional X-ray driven GRBs.

FXTs &1 SR 36 T TH © 6% 51 &, HSAd: Rl 31 Hobd URURD X-ray HaTiord
GRBs &I TaHT & HH SHoliar 3R 31 &ifoie gid 81

In Extreme Light.

UHTRT A

Despite an exhaustive search, which even included candidate sources such as TDEs where
a small black hole interacted with a white dwarf, astronomers couldn’t determine where FXTs
originated.

TS STYH WISl & SIaule, gy JUIfad Od 519 TDEs (S8l U BIel &idh 81d Uh GI5T
gaTh § Tuds Rl §) M &, Wiafae ag Fuiid T8 9= 9& & FXTs w8l 3 3Ud gU
The mystery was finally solved in June when researchers from Northwestern University
(US) and the University of Leicester (England) discovered FXTs actually arose from high-
energy partlcles trapped inside a supernova

Ig Y6 3idd: ST § gasn I Arddves gi-afidt (3mfver) iR giafidt it dwex
FTAT) F Mubdist 3 Tdl T S FXTs IRad & Ue GurAaT & Wik HY I=-Fell BN I
[SICPREHY

It turned out that when high-energy particle jets break through a star’s outer layers, they

produce GRBs. But if these jets are contained within the star, they release lower-energy X-
ray signals that we observe as FXTs.

Ig W g1 b TTd F-So1l HUT A (Ha dR &1 918t Wl $I died &, ) d GRBs S
YA T | T TfE A ey IR & iR & A 6 § @ 3 Pra-Shet Taw-Y wdbd o B3d 8
R 89 FXTs % ®U & 383 1

In other words, unlike ENTs, FXTs are essentially an X-ray phenomenon that occurs on
very short timescales.

W Usal B, ENTs & fauid, FXTs Jd ¥ ¥ U TaI-X ¥eHl §, Sl 9gd 81 8l 99y turm
W gfed gt g

Astronomers are excited about the prospect of observing the universe in the light of the
extreme luminosity of ENTs.

WAl ENTs BT SfUP THS & UHIRT H SIS BT AL B bl YU Bl A
Idfed g

As Dr. Hinkle said: “By building a sample of ENTs, we can study massive black holes in the
early universe, especially the large majority of those that are not otherwise accreting, serving
as an excellent complement to studies of accreting black holes in the early universe.”
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e This will be made easier by a new generation of telescopes and instruments with Al-
powered data analysis, such as the Vera C. Rubin Observatory (Chile) and the Nancy
Grace Roman Space Telescope, scheduled to be launched in 2027.

g P QIHTS-aTferd ST fazau ot 75 fifl &

EREHT 3R IUBRON § S g1 ST,
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P AT B

e They promise to revolutionise our understanding of the extreme physics behind a
universe filled with cosmic destruction on such immense scales.

3 3ot fad M W SIS AT F 1R F811S & NS 3! TvA Hifas! ot gast i &
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German tank problem

Vasudevan Mukunth

The German tank problem is a
famous example of using statistics to
solve a real-world problem.

During World War Il, the Allied
forces needed to know how many
battle tanks Germany was producing.

Traditional methods like spying
gave vague answers, so statisticians
turned instead to mathematics.

They noticed that the German
tanks that were captured or
destroyed had serial numbers
stamped on their parts. These
numbers looked like they were
assigned in sequence, like tickets in a
queue.

The statisticians figured that if the
Allies forces could collect a sample of
tanks with their serial numbers,
they could estimate the total number
of tanks made using this formula: N =
k + (k/m) - 1. Here, ‘k’ is the highest
serial number and ‘m’ is the number
of tanks.

So if you captured 20 tanks and the
highest serial number was 200, N
would be around 209.

These estimates turned out to be
very close to Germany’s real
production figures, often far more
accurate than intelligence-based
guesses.

This problem is still taught today
because it shows the power of
statistical reasoning in uncertain
situations. It is not just about tanks:
the same logic could apply to

they were assigned in sequence, like tickets in a queue.

T FR T Udid gl 3 AH 38 SPHAR 131 1 81, i SR | e |

A German Panzer IV Ausf. J medium tank
displayed in the Finnish Tank Museum, in
Parola, 2006. BALCER~COMMONSWIKI (CC BY-SA)

estimating hidden populations, like
how many species remain
undiscovered in a given ecosystem or
how many copies of a rare book
might exist. Broadly, the German
tank problem shows that data, when
used carefully, can reveal hidden
truths about the world even when
incomplete.

29

For feedback and suggestions
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with the subject ‘Daily page’

German Tank Problem

¢® guAn
The German Tank Problem
&P qHE
. The German tank problem

is a famous example of using
statistics to solve a real-world
problem.

I ¥ wHEn e TS
Il ¢ forad Tifera &1
JUIRT S dIAfdD Sita- Bt
T DI g fovar 7|
. During World War Il, the
Allied forces needed to know how
many battle tanks Germany was
producing.

o fay g & SR, o gl
DI gg ST Ha=TD AT foh
fa g b T U
o Traditional methods like
spying gave vague answers, soO
statisticians turned instead to
mathematics.

SIRgt St oRufes faftt
= IO 1 iR v foba|
. They noticed that the
German tanks that were captured
or destroyed had serial numbers
stamped on their parts.

I ol o for o el
oo fobar 1T 1 AN foban T,
3% Wl R HHIP (serial
numbers) E@H |

. These numbers looked like
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The statisticians figured that if the Allied forces could collect a sample of tanks with their
serial numbers, they could estimate the total number of tanks made using this formula:
m%aﬁﬁawmmﬁ%ﬁmwmwmﬁ GICESEE]
BT JUTNT HRP P Chl DI TJT BT STH T T &
o N=k+(kkm)-1

= where k = highest serial number

] m = number of tanks in the sample

. = g9 IS HHID

« m= qﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁm
So if you captured 20 tanks and the highest serial number was 200, N would be around 209.
I MY 20 ¢F UHS 3R YT IST HHIB 200 T, A N TTHT 209 BTN
These estimates tumed out to be very close to Germany’s real production figures, often far
more accurate than intelligence-based guesses.
Y 3 THH & TRAfd® SIS SHidsl & Tgd FRIe FAdd, R R Gitbar-smenfya
AT ¥ F5! 3P Iéi® |
This problem is still taught today because it shows the power of statistical reasoning in
uncertain situations.
ugﬂ%wmmﬁqaéaﬁ%aﬁ%% i3 ufvfRufeat & gifersa a6 o ufed o)
auIia 8l

It is not just about tanks: the same logic could apply to estimating hidden populations, like
how many species remain undiscovered in a given ecosystem or how many copies of a
rare book might exist.

gg adl ¢l B IR H g1 8 g1 b [BUT §3 SHTETE BT AT 7 W Hi AN 81 Yebell 3,
S ot anfefRuferat d & fasat womferat sneft @ wion =18t 71 €, a1 ot gely g !
forat ufaar digg g et |

Broadly, the German tank problem shows that data, when used carefully, can reveal hidden
truths about the world even when incomplete.

TS =7 Y, FTHA b T (et B b ST ST b1 Wraegdes IuanT fohar o, <t a8
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Breaking the academic paywall

ndia has the fourth highest

number of PhD graduates

globally, according to the

Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development. A
number of these students come
from regions where universities do
not have the resources to
subscribe to journals. A PhD
student has to read hundreds of
papers and books to complete
research. How can students, who
already suffer resource
constraints, and get a stipend of
¥20,000-35,000, be asked to
spend $20-3,000 (%17,000-2.64
lakh) to access a paper online?
This cannot be the norm.

Blocking access to knowledge
In August, the Delhi High Court
ordered the blocking of free access
sites — SciHub and Libgen. This
triggered a debate over the rights
of students and the scientific
community, particularly in the
Global South, in accessing
knowledge. The sites were blocked
on grounds of copyright
infringement, based on a plea filed
by three of the biggest academic
publishers in the world, which
corner 40% of the market.

Academic publishing is a
business where publishers do not
create content or review its
quality. Instead, they benefit from
the free labour of the research
community, which is paid for by
taxpayers or student fees. In short,
multi-billion dollar companies are
able to block access to scientific
knowledge to the vast majority of
the world.

So, who is committing the real
theft? A 2021 study published by
the Journal of Scientometric
Research found that India
accounted for 8.7% of the total
download requests on SciHub,
amounting to over 13 million, in
2017. Of these, 19% were related to
the medical and health sciences.
Access to such information allows
students and professionals to
build on existing knowledge and
customise it to their local needs in
regions plagued by inaccessibility
and deficit in resources.

MSF (Doctors Without Borders)

Breaking the academic paywall

Parthesarathy
Rajendran
Executive Director,
MSF South Asia

Devi Vijay

Professor, IIM
Calcutta

Science is
already
produced as a
collective
exercise; it must
be recognised as
such

o tarer HI dis

has witnessed the painful health
realities of countries in the Global
South. Overburdened systems are
unable to meet the growing needs
of communities that are often
underserved in the face of
systemic gaps, climate disasters,
and violence. Medicine is not
absolute; it evolves with the world
around us. As our environment
changes, our bodies adapt, and
organisms evolve, the healthcare
sector demands constant
innovation, research, and deeper
understanding of ground realities
to deliver the best practices and
treatment plans.

MSF teams, especially those
treating patients with
drug-resistant TB and
antimicrobial-resistant HIV, have
seen how disease patterns can
evolve and shatter remote
communities. For best results,
health experts must work on
complex treatment plans,
customised to the patient’s needs,
which differ depending on cost,
severity of infection, geography,
malnourishment, age, and
co-morbidities. The fact that
two-thirds of TB cases are
reported from eight countries, all
in the Global South, where
patients are struggling to access
effective treatments that are at
least a few decades old, means
fighting these diseases is a matter
of equity and justice.

Like medicine, knowledge
should never be a luxury
commodity. Currently, corporate
forces overwhelmingly gatekeep
scientific knowledge — whether it
is in increasingly corporatised
universities, or through
corporate-funded research and
journals. The primary motive is
profits, and the resultant practices
are ownership of human
knowledge within patents and
intellectual property rights. This
exclusionary system has a narrow
understanding of what knowledge
is. Universities have started
seeking out researchers who have
already published papers in
well-known journals instead of
seeking research that benefits the
most underserved.

In addition to advocating for
open access, it is also important to
recognise the knowledge gathered
by grassroots communities. The
Global South is otherwise often
treated as an exotic field site for
researchers from the Global
North. There is gross
under-representation of
researchers from the Global South
in authorship; they are typically
reduced to field assistants, while
the so called ‘cerebral’ work is
relegated to those from the Global
North. This is particularly
concerning as issues in the Global
South are conceptualised under
Global North-centric language.

Collective efforts

The Global South is
disproportionately impacted by
increased protectionism, violence,
climate disasters, displacement,
inaccessibility, drug resistance,
and more. These challenges
demand collective efforts from
governments, innovators, and
health experts. During the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2021, 193
member countries of UNESCO,
including India, adopted the first
international framework on open
science, to make science
transparent and accessible and
enhance international scientific
cooperation. However, just a few
years later, multi-billion dollar
publishers continue to hold
knowledge at ransom.

We are producing an artificial
scarcity of knowledge, which is
otherwise an infinite resource, a
commons. Science is already
produced as a collective exercise;
it must be recognised as such.
Even research conducted in the
Global South is inaccessible to the
people who participate in these
studies. As a society, we need to
exert pressure on publishers and
governments to open channels for
easy access to scientific
information. If we are to have a
fighting chance at facing the
health implications of war, climate
crisis, drug resistance, and
systemic inequities, we must
dismantle paywalls and stake
claims on knowledge as commons.
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India has the fourth highest number of PhD graduates globally, according to the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).

OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) & SR, HRd T
fay TR wR @Y Fa 3P PhD AP §

A number of these students come from regions where universities do not have the
resources to subscribe to journals.

;ﬂﬁﬁaﬁwwaﬁﬁm%wﬁm%waﬁwﬁmaﬁ&?wmﬂﬁ

A PhD student has to read hundreds of papers and books to complete research.

T® PhD B &I SFIHYH I B & [ AP S| U 3R T&IP Ug-1l UsSdl g

Students, who already suffer resource constraints and get a stipend of 20,000-35,000, are
asked to spend $20-3,000 (¥17,000-2.64 lakh) to access a paper online.

Y B, 3 Uga 9 gt WTeE Pt Bt I @ § 3R 220,000-35,000 FHT LRIUS U &, S0
AT TR I Ugd- & foTT $20-3,000 (217,000-2.64 W) T HR & 6T Ol ¢ |

This cannot be the norm.

g I g1 51 Febdl|

Blocking Access to Knowledge

I TP Ugd B APpT

In August, the Delhi High Court ordered the blocking of free access sites — SciHub and
Libgen.

IRa ¥, et = =T = W Ui A8 — SciHub 3R Libgen &1 sild - &1
3new fea

This triggered a debate over the rights of students and the scientific community, particularly
in the Global South, in accessing knowledge.

35 O 3R 3P T P BRI IR 969 8 4, f[IRve iad 98y H, I ab
uga % e A

The sites were blocked on grounds of copyright infringement, based on a plea filed by three
of the biggest academic publishers, which corner 40% of the market.

TISCH @] PIURTSE I Y & YR W &I [hdT 4T, - Had TS SPIGIP UDHTID]
ERT SRR ] & YR TR, S ITSTR BT 40% FRifd H3d B

Academic publishing is a business where publishers do not create content or review its
quality.
ﬁmwww%aﬁmmqﬁwsﬁ?mWﬁw&nﬁ
I

Instead, they benefit from the free labour of the research community, which is paid for by
taxpayers or student fees.

TG IO, d SITHYUTT TS & YU Ag-Td I A1 I3Td §, Fores! Wi Seerarsit a1 a1
3o gRI a1 9ran 51

In short, multi-billion dollar companies are able to block access to scientific knowledge to
the vast majority of the world.

e 7 aedt-fafer ster wufai ghar & st iR & fou dgifee 7 9% uga &
il HR el ¢ |

Who is committing the real theft?

3 ANt B IR T 82

A 2021 study published by the Journal of Scientometric Research found that India
accounted for 8.7% of the total download requests on SciHub, amounting to over 13
million in 2017.

2021 & TH AT, ST Journal of Scientometric Research & T&HIRId BT, o g T i
YR A SciHub TR & SISTAIS IR BT 8.7% foar, S 2017 & 13 fifera= T siftres M
Of these, 19% were related to the medical and health sciences.

TH T, 19% fafeer v warea fagr 3 defta g1

Access to such information allows students and professionals to build on existing
knowledge and customise it to local needs in regions plagued by inaccessibility and
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deficit i .
R0 TR e T AT SR SR 9 woge 9 R Prfor a3 9 59 5 4 3
wﬁ%mwmﬁwﬁéﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁwﬁaﬁ
TR

Health Challenges in the GIol\anI South
Ted A8y § WA

MSF (Doctors Without Borders) has witnessed the painful health realities of countries in
the Global South.

MSF (Doctors Without Borders) 3 TENEE ATSY & <= H 1D WA FRAadarsi b1
3Ha fhar g |

Overburdened systems are unable to meet the growing needs of communities that are often
underserved due to systemic gaps, climate disasters, and violence.

STYTRT ReH 37 THERN & dedt Sevd! &1 IR B | Tl 781 ¢ off SRR SrHT |l
&1 EAT HRd ¢ Reefie A, STaarg smuersi 3R f&ar & SR |
Medicine is not absolute; it evolves with the world, environment, bodies, and organisms.

ffred RRR 7€l 2; g8 gfera, wafavor, TR ¢k shal & 9y faeRia Bt 1

Healthcare demands constant innovation, research, and deeper understanding of ground
realities to deliver the best practices and treatment plans.

W &3 § AR, SFHYT iR S aRafaearen o1 Tet THe &1 IR gidl &
dIfes e TYTE 3R IYER ASHTE YSH B off T |

MSF teams, especially those treating patients with drug-resistant TB and antimicrobial-
resistant HIV, have seen how disease asgtterns evolve and shatter remote communities.

MSF &, faRivax off g-uferie TB 3R Tdtnrgsmifsaa-ufaRieh HIV & TRIST &1 3o
TR 8, 7 3T fb HO AR & Ve fapfia 81 § ok grRev™ & Jyeral & yHifad axa
gl
For best results, health experts must work on complex treatment plans, customised to the
patient’s needs, cost, severity of infection, geography, malnourishment, age, and co-
morbidities.

Tad aRumH! & e, Wy faxissl $f sifed SUaR ger=rsit IR S BT Aoy, S i
@ FRal, AN, WepHor o1 Tfiwar, W R, v, 3w ik Jg-swumErs &
3ITUR 3rpicrd il

Two-thirds of TB cases are reported from eight countries, all in the Global South, where
patients struggle to access effective treatments that are at least a few decades old.

At arael & &)-fasts Ruld ome =i 9 311d 8, S 94 weilae |19y 7 €, Sef TIe $7 3
FY $S GBI YR YU STIR I Uga- & fore Tuy v ¢ |

Fighting these diseases is a matter of equity and justice.

3 SHIRGT § TS FHHET 3R =1 & A g |

Knowledge as a Commons

1 B b I8N Y & Fq o

Like medicine, knowledge should never be a luxury commodity.

Rifee ot e, I F4 o Tt avg el e Eeul

Currently, corporate forces overwhelmingly gatekeep scientific knowledge — whether in
increasingly corporatised universities, or through corporate-funded research and
journals.

A §, PIURE dIdd dgT-d J1 IR TS {407 IGH § — I8 I8 PIARCISS
fayfremaay & 81 a1 Prulke-was YT 3R F+eq & AT |

The primary motive is profits, and the resultant practices are ownership of human
knowledge within patents and intellectual property rights.

TR IR ATH B, 3R 39 IRUIMERY 811 aTell GUTE HIFG 1 BT HIfAPTH1 89 a1 g,
Sl 9de ok AfS® Huar PRI & iR 1
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This exclusionary system has a narrow understanding of what knowledge is.
Ig SFESHRIS YOIl I 61 993 § Ue Gaiol ef¥aion Tadl 3|

Universities have started seeking researchers who have already published papers in
well-known journals instead of seeking research that benefits the most underserved.

fayfaener 3@ 3 Mudatsll B e I3 & e Ued o Uikis S-ed | TuR YHIRI o &,
O 39 foh 9 SITHUTH P TR DX ol T GfIedl & T AHBRI g1

Recognition of Grassroots Knowledge

SHHT TR & T B AT

In addition to advocating for open access, it is important to recognise the knowledge

gathered by grassroots communities.

3T TR &1 IHTed b 3TaT, I8 He@yul ¢ for et Tyer g1 v favar war 39

HdT Ud |

The Global South is often treated as an exotic field site for researchers from the Global

North.

T TI¥Y DI SRR TG A1 & Mebarsit & o U efia &g Jrge a1 S g |

There is gross under-representation of researchers from the Global South in authorship;

they are typically reduced to field assistants, while the so-called ‘cerebral’ work is relegated

to those from the Global North.

TAEd A8y & AuHdrsl &1 a@ha 3 Ui ufafifia 3 w3 §; 3% oM dR | wies

gﬁﬁ?éwﬁwwé, e USRI Aot SRt w@iga A1 & T B! T S
I

This is concerning as issues in the Global South are conceptualised under Global North-

centric language.

ggﬁmmﬁw%aa’fﬁ?@wmu$g€fa%@aaqﬂ-%ﬁa YT & Faiald foar sirar
I

Collective Efforts for Knowledge Access

I a% Ugd & fore arfes war

The Global South is disproportionately impacted by protectionism, violence, climate
disasters, displacement, inaccessibility, drug resistance, and more. ]

AT I8Y R SRHH U & YRETHS -ifa, {4, saang smuert, fawim=, uga ot o,
a1 yfaRie, 3Mfe &1 9vE u—s’ang

These challenges demand collective efforts from governments, innovators, and health
experts.

A gl & T IRBRY, Tauade!, 3R Wy faRtugl & argfes war & snavgdar 3|
During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021, 193 member countries of UNESCO, including
India, adopted the first international framework on open science to make science
transparent and accessible and enhance international scientific cooperation.

2021 § COVID-19 HETHRI & GRM, UNESCO & 193 e &1, o U fi i g, 3
f3T ) URERI IR o M SR SiaRTPIA AP HeANT dgH & AT Ugen U= Arsd
SRS el S|
However, just a few years later, multi-billion dollar publishers continue to hold
knowledge at ransom.

T, $S & I aTe, Heol-fafer SR & UaTIe 3@ ot I &I dU® FArd TA gL R |
We are producing an artificial scarcity of knowledge, which is otherwise an infinite
resource, a commons.

B I &1 A BT O HR IR §, S U1 T 3RAH JHTL, TSN A1 ¢ |

Science is already produced as a collective exercise; it must be recognised as such.

f3T Ugd ¥ 8 U Arfe® v & WU § Ided gl ©; 39 U9 g ar=yan <t S TR
Even research conducted in the Global South is inaccessible to the people who participate
in these studies.
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T & B

e Society needs to exert pressure on publishers and governments to open channels for easy
access to scientific information.
IS ] YHIRPI 3R TXPTRI W G914 S[e B SHTAID I § Mih A1 AHTDRY P
AT Uga & foQ I-at Qe o 9 |

e To face health implications of war, climate crisis, drug resistance, and systemic
mequmes we must dismantle paywalls and stake claims on knowledge as commons.

e, gar ufa’iy,

3R YUITINTT SRTATTSH & TR UHTG! BT JIHAT A B

g, Jearg
forg, sﬁmﬁmﬁ?aﬂﬁwwuﬂ%wﬁmmaﬂ%ﬁl

HSN codes given to
ministries to promote

ease of doinﬁ business
12,167
arlance,
’ Every product

is categorised under an HSN (Harmonised
System of Nomenclature) Code. The
government has prepared a guidebook
mapping more than 12,000 HSN codes to
31 ministries for ease of doing business. em

HSN codes given to ministries to promote ease of
doing business

qIOrST &1 A 911 & fIE HATa BT HSN DS
feg g

12,167
12,167

. In trade parlance, every product is categorised under an
HSN (Harmonised System of Nomenclature) Code.

IR P Y H, g IATE B! Th HSN (HIFTSS RiveH e
TIATR) BIS P dgd I (b Sl gl

. The government has prepared a guidebook mapping more
than 12,000 HSN codes to 31 ministries for ease of doing

b

wr\fusmesgrafﬁmﬁwaﬂﬁ$ﬁm1z 000 & 3if¥rw HSN PIgT H! 31 HATEA & T T

IR el TH MRISTH TR B 5|
Number Of dengue Number of dengue cases in Bangladesh so far

- this year
cases in Bangladesh SO o @f sra 7o wivemda & 31 & wrrelt #t wiwm
far this vear "
42

In a thousand. Dengue infections are climbing rapidly

In thousand. Dengue
infections are climbing rapidly . . i i imbi
i across Bangladesh, with health officials reporting the

across Bangladesh, with
health officials reporting the biggest

biggest single-day rise in both deaths and hospital
admissions this year.

single-day rise in both deaths and hospital
admissions this year. Twelve people have
died in the past 24 hours and 740 new
patients have been hospitalised. reuters

TR H | FIATSRT H ST HHHUT doft ¥ §¢ IR &, WA
ST = 39 99 Hidl iR sRudrd § Hddf g9 & aral 8§
T 9 U 37 31 f g B gm & B

. Twelve people have died in the past 24 hours and
740 new patients have been hospitalised.

fOed 24 Gl o 12 AN &1 HId g2 © 3R 740 T WS &1 Srudra § Hdf fovan man ]
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New frontiers: The supercomputer installed in IIT in Chennai in 2012. FILE PHOTO

How different are supercomputers to

normal computers?

Modern supercomputers are not single machines in the everyday sense but a vast collection of components organised into layers. India’s

supercomputing effort began in the late 1980s when Western countries refused to export high-end machines

Vasudevan Mukunth

upercomputers are the giants of

the computing world. While a

normal laptop might let you

browse the web, type essays or
play games, a supercomputer is designed
to solve problems that are so large,
complex, and calculation-heavy that they
would take ordinary machines years to
finish. Weather forecasting, simulating
nuclear reactions, and modelling the
early universe all depend on them.

How does a supercomputer work?
At the heart of a supercomputer is the
idea that, instead of making one
processor work extremely fast, it’s often
better to use thousands or even millions
of processors working at the same time.
This is called parallel computing.

Each processor, or core, tackles a small
part of the problem. When their solutions
are combined, they add up to a complete
answer more quickly than one processor
could manage on its own.

Modern supercomputers are not single
machines in the everyday sense but a vast
collection of components organised into
layers:

(i) The processors are a
supercomputer’s workers. A Central
Processing Unit (CPU) is good at handling
general tasks while a Graphics Processing
Unit (GPU) — originally designed for video
games — is very good at handling
repetitive mathematical operations,
which are common in scientific
simulations. Many supercomputers use
both.

(i) A node is a group of processors
bundled together with memory —a
package that resembles a small computer.
A supercomputer might contain
thousands of such nodes.

(iii) The nodes are connected to each
other in a high-speed network in which
data is transmitted much faster than
through home internet connections.

(iv) Each node has its own memory for
quick access to data. For larger amounts
of information, supercomputers use
storage systems that can hold petabytes
(millions of gigabytes) and specialised file
systems to ensure thousands of nodes can
read and write information from/in

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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memory without chaos.

(v) All this activity produces enormous
heat. Supercomputers often require
bespoke cooling, including water pipes
and refrigeration units; some units are
even immersed within special liquids.
Without cooling, these machines would
quickly destroy themselves.

(vi) Finally, running a supercomputer
can require as much electricity as a small
town. Efficient power distribution and
utilisation are thus required.

What software do supercomputers
use?

The software of a supercomputer controls
how its processors work together. The
operating system must schedule tasks
across thousands of processors, manage
memory, and handle communication. So
engineers have developed parallel
programming languages like MPI
(Message Passing Interface) or OpenMP
that can tell each processor what to do
and when to exchange information.

Load balancing is another key issue.
Because of the need for speed as well as a
supercomputer’s immense power
consumption, it’s inefficient to have some
processors finish their work early and idle
while others struggle with heavier tasks.
So the software must also include
algorithms that distribute tasks in ways
that minimise such waste.

Supercomputer performance is usually
measured in flops, or floating-point
operations per second. A laptop might
perform billions of flops. Today’s top
supercomputers operate in the range of
exaflops, performing quintillions (1018) of
operations every second. In other words,
a single exaflop machine can perform
more calculations in one second than
every human on the earth could perform
on a calculator in their entire lifetime.

What does a supercomputer look
like?
Interacting with a supercomputer is very
different from using a personal computer.
Because these machines are designed for
large teams of researchers, they’re
typically housed in special facilities and
accessed remotely.

For example, a scientist can log in from
their laptop or workstation using a secure

network connection, often through a
terminal window rather than a graphical
interface. Once connected, the user won’t
directly ‘operate’ the machine with
mouse clicks. Instead, they prepare job
scripts, which are text files that describe
what program to run, how much
computing power it will need, and how
long it should run.

These jobs are submitted to a
scheduler, which is a computer
programme that manages the queue of
tasks from many users and assigns them
to available nodes in a supercomputer.

The actual computation might take
minutes or even days depending on the
size of the problem. When a job finishes,
the output — whether numbers, images,
simulation data or something else — is
stored in the supercomputer’s file system.
The user can download this data to their
own computer for analysis and
visualisation.

In this way, the supercomputer is less
like a giant laptop and more like a
telescope or a particle accelerator.

Does India have supercomputers?
India’s supercomputing effort began in
the late 1980s when Western countries
refused to export high-end machines.
This spurred the Centre for Development
of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), founded
in 1988, to develop indigenous systems.
The PARAM series, starting with PARAM
8000 in 1991, was among the first
India-built supercomputers.

The Indian government launched the
National Supercomputing Mission (NSM)
in 2015 as a joint project of the
Department of Science and Technology
(DST) and the Ministry of Electronics and
IT (MeitY), implemented by C-DAC and
the Indian Institute of Science (IISc),
Bengaluru. Its goal is to build a network of
70+ high-performance computing
facilities across India, with capacities
ranging from teraflops to petaflops, and
to develop indigenous hardware and
software.

Supercomputers have also been
installed at many academic and research
institutions. India’s current fastest
supercomputer is AIRAWAT-PSAI at C-DAC
in Pune; it’s ranked inside the top 100 in
the canonical top 500 list worldwide.

Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Other PARAM:-series systems are located
at IITs, IISERs, 11Sc, and central
laboratories across India. The Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology, also in
Pune, hosts Pratyush, a supercomputer
used for weather and climate modelling.
The National Centre for Medium Range
Weather Forecasting in Noida has Mihir
for the same purpose.

C-DAC remains India’s principal
designer and integrator of
supercomputers. It collaborates with the
Indian Institute of Science, IITs, and
private sector vendors for hardware. Of
late, there has been greater emphasis on
indigenously developed processors, like
the Rudra server and the AUM
high-performance computing nodes
under the NSM.

Aside from weather, especially
monsoon, and climate modelling,
researchers in India use supercomputers
for long-term modelling of the Indian
Ocean and the Himalayas, and for
molecular dynamics, discovering drugs,
nanotechnology, simulating black holes,
gravitational waves, galactic structures, to
train cutting-edge artificial intelligence
models, and to simulate defence
scenarios.

What does the future look like?
Future supercomputers may look
different. Quantum computers, which use
the principles of quantum mechanics,
promise a new way of handling certain
types of problems that could reduce the
hardware and energy demand.

At the same time, exascale computing,
which is already beginning to arrive, is
pushing the limits of what classical
machines can do. For example, on
September 5, a machine called JUPITER
in Germany became Europe’s first
exascale supercomputer. A statement
from the European Commission said it’s
powered entirely by renewable energy.

There are also new designs inspired by
the human brain, called neuromorphic
computing, where processing and
memory will be installed on a single chip,
potentially yielding significant gains in
energy efficiency and speed.

This said, all these supercomputers will
use the same fundamental concept of
parallel computing.
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How different are supercomputers to normal computers?
RS R ATH eI T fora ore 82

Supercomputers

Supercomputers are the giants of the computing world. While a normal laptop might let you
browse the web, type essays or play games, a supercomputer is designed to solve problems
that are so large, complex, and calculation-heavy that they would take ordinary machines
years to finish.
RS HHA St g1 & TS § | Safdh T i duery U] 39 SIde dq, ey
forem a1 T WerH 1 AT &l &, Th YRS T8 FHw1SH &l g1 B & forg fewe favan
T § o g8, Sfed 3R MUMT-UR gl 8, o e 0Rfie &) I v B Tl @ uhd ¢ |
Weather forecasting, simulating nuclear reactions, and modelling the early universe all
depend on them.
m, T ufafsransii &1 3@l SR URMAI® waiis &1 AtsfoT i Sa W

I

How does a supercomputer work?

RS FE HTH HdT 32

At the heart of a supercomputer is the idea that, instead of making one processor work
extremely fast, it's often better to use thousands or even millions of processors working at
the same time. This is called parallel computing.

TH JRGYR 1 T fGaR I8 § [ Th TR &1 A doll § B SR & Joid, SRR
FORI T ARG TRRR &1 T TR HTH A A1 JgeR aidl ¢ | 39 e HHfT Fg1 9l 3|
Each processor, or core, tackles a small part of the problem. When their solutions are
combined, they add up to a complete answer more quickly than one processor could
manage on its own.

TR T HR AT & U BIe YN HI 56 BT ¢ | 919 I FHRH Famw S ¢, A a
T YUf IR et daR IR od &, T o Th TR $(dhd HR Fehe |

Modern supercomputers are not single machines in the everyday sense but a vast collection
of components organised into layers.

3 YR TR ASHR] BT AT b1 TR el A el €, feth uRell W oaafRue gesi
o1 fo=ma U 5|

The processors are a supercomputer’s workers. A CPU is good at handling general tasks
while a GPU — originally designed for video games — is very good at handling repetitive
mathematical operations, which are common in scientific simulations. Many
supercomputers use both.

% HHARY ¢ CPU I AT & YU § 31331 § Salfds GPU — St g
0 9 difea 1 & forg f$emsH fasar man o1 — gerigiti MfrRdta deres o Yy o 9gd
33T g, o agf~ep Ryga= & I 8 | $3 YRGWER Sl &1 SUaNT &vd & |

A node is a group of processors bundled together with memory — a package that resembles
a small computer. A supercomputer might contain thousands of such nodes.

TS 1S TR &1 g BidT ¢ o8 AFIRY & 91y SiieT 71 811 & — U Uobol ol T Ble
maw@m%wwﬁm@mam%l

The nodes are connected to each other in a high-speed network in which data is transmitted
much faster than through home internet connections.

ST DI TH IR I & T Aeads T WS A ¢, o ST iR & Fexrie HaRM & ol
o §gd doil I HeT o 2

Each node has its own memory for quick access to data. For larger amounts of information,
supercomputers use storage systems that can hold petabytes (millions of gigabytes) and
specialised file systems to ensure thousands of nodes can read and write information
from/in memory without chaos.
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TS 1S & URI ST dd ol ¥ Ugd & foru 3ot A g1t 81 91 0 §f SR & frg,
FRHHCR TSl REETH HT ITINT B § off UeTarged (qral Megey) & Tufed &2
THd g MR fIRIY Brga RReRT &1 Iua &7 € difth goIR! gy AHr ® SHeRY Ug 3R
forg o forT foelt sramari &5 |

All this activity produces enormous heat. Supercomputers often require bespoke cooling,
including water pipes and refrigeration units; some units are even immersed within
special liquids. Without cooling, these machines would quickly destroy themselves.

=9 T TR @ S5 Sifi% dTY BaT BT B 1 GRGTLR TR AT BRI 3 Sawawmar
B g, Wuﬁaﬁmﬁ{qﬁ?ﬁﬁrqﬁwmﬁa% $O gy & oty ave & gamr
ST & | T T &, & T it ) g &) AP R

Finally, running a supercomputer can require as much electricity as a small town. Efficient
power distribution and utilisation are thus required.

3fd o, Ueh RS T & oIE Uh BIS e o1t farerell o} smazgesar g1 ¥ |
Wmﬁmﬁwaﬁvwam%

Software Used by Supercomputers
RS gRT IUANT fHT A1+ aret Ateadar

The software of a supercomputer controls how its processors work together. The operating
system must schedule tasks across thousands of processors, manage memory, and
handle communication.

TP JRGILR FI JTueday FaHd HRa1 8 b ITF MAWR 8 T 1Y HH IR 7 |
mmﬁmmﬁmww AR TEfd R IR HaR ST
& ATl gieh gl

Engineers have developed parallel programming languages like MPI (Message Passing
Interface) or OpenMP that can tell each processor what to do and when to exchange
information.

sﬁﬁuﬁﬁaﬁammmaﬂ%@@ MPI (Message Passing Interface) dl
OpenMP, Sl Td® TR & 9dTd! § b &1 BT 8 3R Hd STHBR! BT 3SH-UGH HAT 8 |

Load balancing is another key issue. Some processors finishing early and idling while others
struggle W|th heavier tasks is inefficient.

% 3R Tgayul TE] 81 $& TRIR Sea! 90T g4 3R Ffery g7 wiafe o=
YR B 4 IR T, TS mrmfﬁ%
The software must include algorithms that distribute tasks in ways that minimise waste.
TiedmR | T ueifved Yfid 8 afeT off T 1 39 kg fqaikd & s arefar w0 81|
Supercomputer performance is usually measured in FLOPS (floating-point operations per

second). A laptop might perform billions of FLOPS. Today’s top supercomputers operate in
the range of exaFLOPS, performing quintillions (10%) of operations every second.

JRD IR DT P &I'ITI?ﬁT UR FLOPS (floating-point operations per second) o |77 ST %I
U% AUCIY 3REl FLOPS TR &l g | 3119 & XY YuRGTER exaFLOPS & YT H HTH Hd
% S &R Yobs | fpfefemd (10%) SiTRE=T a=a B

A single exaFLOP machine can perform more calculations in one second than every human
on earth could perform on a calculator in their entire lifetime.

T exaFLOP W= U Qs § Ot T0MT R Tavel §, 98 Jeat R &% HFd 30 T Sfia=
T FAFACR R el HR Jhd|

What does a supercomputer look like?

YRR B fiad 22

Interacting with a supercomputer is very different from using a personal computer. These
machines are designed for large teams of researchers and are typically housed in special
facilities and accessed remotely.

YRGHLR F 1Y FIRMA HAT Uh ARG HER BT IUAN I3 F §gd 3 g1 3 g
aﬁnﬁaﬁﬁ%%q%amﬁné%&ﬁwnﬂ?ﬁ?wﬁﬁqgﬁmaﬁﬁwﬁaﬁ%aﬁ?m
Y A YT 1 o1 g |
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A scientist can log in from their laptop or workstation using a secure network connection,
often through a terminal window rather than a graphical interface.

TH I 30 AUETT T1 T I TR Aead HaRM H1 IUUN HIP AN 39 IR
THT 7, IRR WPHd §exhd & god eri-d fast & drey 9|

The user doesn’t directly operate the machine with mouse clicks. Instead, they prepare job
scripts, which are text files describing what program to run, how much computing power it
will need, and how long it should run.
SUIRTEHd N ATSH faeres A HMH 1 Hae Ta1 Bl 3 oy, 3 Sife fEpEd duR X
€, Sl TR WIS BT € Sl Jaw & b I I URITH a1 8, fara- Sogfer uraR a1fge sik
forat &R I AT
Jobs are submitted to a scheduler, a computer program that manages the queue of tasks
from many users and assigns them to available nodes in a supercomputer
SiTed @) RSYeR | Fafie fHa1 Sl 8, S U HeR WITH § STt s SUARTHdI3l &t e
FHAR BT Y& BT § 3R 3¢ YRGHR J Jua A8 B Qi g |
Actual computation might take minutes or days depending on the size of the problem.
When a job finishes, the output — numbers, images, simulation data or other — is stored in
the supercomputers file system.

o1 fireTet ar A & 51 Jahd! B, I8 9HRl & TPR R FR Il 81 99 U ol
T B 11T 7, @ 3ii¥eye — FeRr, o, Rigae™ Ser a1 870 — YR$ex & wigd Red o
G BIe |
The user can download this data to their own computer for analysis and visualisation.
gqcrqﬁw 3 3T B U TR R STITAIS TR Ahd §

I

In this way, the supercomputer is less like a giant laptop and more like a telescope or a
particle accelerator.

Y TG, YNGR U fa=me dAvery Skt 761 afch Ua gral a1 uifiéwra Taiavex okt g1

Does India have Supercomputers?

T HRA b TR JIRH IR 872

India’s supercomputing effort began in the late 1980s when Western countries refused to
export high-end machines.

YRT BT FURSG T YT 1980 & 3fd T (& gan o Ui I=0 3 S=-wakig 7= Fafa
TR U SHR IR el

This spurred the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), founded in
1988, to develop indigenous systems.

T FR BIR SaAUHe Th TSRS HHIE (C-DAC), foTe! RITTAT 1988 H g3 off, &1 =it
Riven faaRid o3 & fore oo e

The PARAM series, starting with PARAM 8000 in 1991, was among the first India-built
supercomputers.

PAzRﬂAM Tt S Te! JB3d PARAM 8000 in 1991 ¥ g5, YRd FHitfd g JuReregei & &
uH

The Indian government launched the National Supercomputing Mission (NSM) in 2015 as
a joint project of the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and the Ministry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY), implemented by C-DAC and the Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), Bengaluru.

Wﬂwﬁuﬁﬁwu{ﬁﬂm (NSM) &1 2015 H fagm= 3k Wi faumT (psT)
3R TSl TATAY (MeitY) & Tgad Uioiae & =0 | did fdaT, [ C-DAC
3R URAG fa | (IISc), TS §RT A fosa )

Its goal is to build a network of 70+ high-performance computing facilities across India,
with capacities ranging from teraFLOPS to petaFLOPS, and to develop indigenous
hardware and software.

DT AT YRA | 70+ FTS-RGIHT Hfe Fraurs &1 Acdd s &, fore! em
teraFLOPS ¥ petaFLOPS T &I, 31k axfl 3R AieawR AHRd B8
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e Supercomputers have also been installed at many academic and research institutions.
India’s current fastest supercomputer is AIRAWAT-PSAI at C-DAC Pune; it’s ranked inside
the top 100 in the canonical top 500 list worldwide.

YRHTER % LAeTOreh 3R ST WRITHT 2l R fobw 70 &1 R T e e ot
RS AIRAWAT-PSAI g, St C-DAC YUt 7 fd §; 38 g & =i 100 Yuraegext o
A fosar T B |

e Other PARAM-series systems are located at lITs, IISERs, IISc, and central laboratories
across India.
30 PARAM-IIS RRET IITs, IISERS, IS¢, 3R YRd & Harg yarm=mensii & fd g

e The Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, hosts Pratyush, a supercomputer
used for weather and climate modelling.
YRR Swisfeddta dew fags SR, o, & Pratyush §, S W9 SR Sdarg ArsfeT
& fer ST fasan S |

o The National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting, Noida, has Mihir for the
same purpose.
AR HeX BR Ffegw ¥67 dg BRI, Aivs], & U Ie-9 & foIE Mihir g

e C-DAC remains India’s principal designer and integrator of supercomputers, collaborating
with 1ISc, lITs, and private sector vendors for hardware.

C-DAC mmu&@wﬁ.ﬁm 3R S &, Sl Sc, Ts, 3R Wigde
JaeR ded & WY FERR & oIt Tgai axdl 5|

o There is greater emphasis on indigenously developed processors, like the Rudra server
and the AUM high-performance computing nodes under the NSM.

3fd =M o fRd WY IR 31 IR {33 S 36T 8, O Rudra HaR 31R AUM BTS-URG TR

ST g NSM & dd |

e Researchers in India use supercomputers for monsoon and climate modelling, long-term
modelling of the Indian Ocean and Himalayas, molecular dynamics, drug discovery,
nanotechnology, simulating black holes, gravitational waves, galactic structures,
training Al models, and simulating defence scenarios.

URT T NP GRGELR HT ITAN ARG R STearg WS, YR FemR 3R
fewTera &1 drdrfore Arsfi, smuifae wie=iiedr, o $1 @i, VRIS, <P gid 31
R, T, STPRAANG TEATE, Al Aisd RN, 3R & ufveal & ez

[

What does the future look like?
yfasg Bt femdi 82

e Future supercomputers may look different. Quantum computers, which use quantum
mechanics, promise a new way of handling certain types of problems that could reduce
hardware and energy demand.

YIS & YIRSTLR (e 5@ hd § | BicH HHER, S HicH Ab-9T BT ITIN I g,
$S UBR & T Bl §F HRA BT 791 RIPT od &, oY TS AR 3R FHroit B SaRgHan

%Y gl g g

o Exascale computing is beginning to arrive, pushing the limits of what classical machines
can do.
Exascale computing 38 31 I[& 81 741 &, S I8 fa@md § & sarfiea a=ie a1 2
o |

o On September 5, a machine called JUPITER in Germany became Europe’s first exascale
supercomputer, powered entirely by renewable energy.
5 RydaR & ST & JUPITER TH& HRMH QRIT $T UEAT exascale JURBWER & 7T, S
R TR Tievig FHelf 2 e 2|

¢ Neuromorphic computing, inspired by the human brain, installs processing and memory
ona smgle chip, potentially improving energy efficiency and speed.

, S AT AfETss & ORd &, TRARAT 3R 46K &1t 8 firg R wift

e 2, R Sl gerat R TR & GuIfdd QR g 2|
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e Allthese supercomputers will use the same fundamental concept of parallel computing.

WA ST S TG T AR SGANT BT ST

ER: |

Semiconductor
designers chip in

India’s ambitious industry-scale

icy to build up semiconductor facilities with st

subsidies has its

— but the for crafting chi

then was already a doyen in electrical engi-

neering circles, asked a master’s degree stu-
dent from India, Anuj Grover, to stay on and do a
PhD under his supervision. It was a major oppor-
tunity - Grover would be working on device de-
sign. But he hesitated, knowing that there were
few job prospects to pursue based on this work
were he to come back to India - and he wanted to
come back. He turned the offer down.

“Today, if I had to make that same decision, [
would have jumped at the opportunity,” Grover
says from his office at the Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology (IIIT) Delhi, where he
teaches full time and heads the Centre for Intelli-
gent Product Design (CiPD).

In contemporary technology-based goods and
services economies, chips or semiconductors that
control electricity flow within devices, are the be-
drock of most functions: from electron-
ics like refrigerators and cars to satellites and de-
fence systems.

One large part of the reason he would do so is
the government support being pumped i into elec-
tronics ing, particularly
tors: under the India Semiconductor Mission, ap-
proved by the Cabinet in 2021, there is a 76,000
crore outlay to establish India as “a global hub for
electronics manufacturing and design”. Over the
past two years, 10 large facilities for the manufac-
turing and assembly of chips have been aj
across 6 States, including Gujarat, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Assam, Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh.

The world is at risk of running short of chips
and semiconductor designers, with Deloitte esti-
mating that there will be a gap of 1 million design-
ers by 2030. India’s hope is its significant talent
pool. One-fifth of all the chip designers in the
world live here as per industry estimates. They
work for multinationals like NVIDIA and Intel,
spread across large campuses. In 2021-22, there
were 5.7 lakh enrolments in electronics engineer-
ing graduate degree courses. However, a few
glitches have put India’s chip-design industry on
the back foot.

n 2002, Yuan Taur, a professor at the Un-
l iversity of California, San Diego, who by

The chip design edge in India
Foundries and chip assembly facilities -~ where
thessilicon brains behind most modern electronics
are fabricated - are receiving a subsidy up to half
the set-up costs. Other production-linked incen-
tive schemes, meanwhile, are subsidising phone,
PC and other hardware assembly units by paying
out a portion of every device’s value.

The strategy has its critics — former Reserve
Bank of India governor Raghuram Rajan, along
with frequent collaborator Rohit Lamba, have
warned that there is little keeping companies from
retreating to markets where conditions are ripe
for electronics manufacturing, were these subsi-
dies to ever stop. Government officials have
chafed at the warnings, asserting the geopolitical
importance of having some control over global
chip production.

‘While India has a booming IT sector due to a fo-
cus on services (the kind that Rajan advocates),
the government has insisted that a hollowed out
industrial base in electronics is not feasible, not af-
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before they're made is already booming, finds Aroon Deep

ter the worldwide chip crunch during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic brought supply chains to their
knees. One area where Rajan and the government
see eye to eye is the importance of intellectual
property and design, where India already has a
lead. This outgrowth did not need the kind of sops
that the industrial projects are getting, say critics.
Chip fabrication may be expensive and demand-

precision equipment that is so sensitive that even
slight impurities in water, or practically undetecta-
ble fluctuations in the electricity powering the
equipment, can ruin the yield of a production run.

Easier access to software

‘The Union government, as part of the Indian Sem-
iconductor Mission’s Chips to Startups (C2S) pro-
gramme, purchased licenses in bulk for software
suites of the major EDA tool developers: Siemens
based out of Germany, and Cadence and Synopsys
in the United States. Dozens of colleges in India
have access to those tools now, and a dashboard
maintained by the government shows that cumu-
latively, students have logged millions of hours on
those tools.

“We were paying ¥3-4 lakh a year in renewal
fees before the C2S program,” Nilima Warke, a
professor at the privately-run VES Institute of
Technology says. And that was just for tools from
one provider. Now, students and faculty have ac-
cess to four different toolsets for free. This time
around, they're getting access to “professional
bundles” used in the industry, not the more limit-
ed academk ones lhey were pmvxously usmg

ing in terms of resources like ultra-pure water, un-
interrupted electricity supply, and heavy equip-
ment imported from abroad, but design requires
little more than a PC and some testing equipment.

Semiconducting as city planning

Individual chips - the kinds used in phones -
barely cover the tip of a finger. Some printed cir-
cuit boards onto which multiple chips are sol-
dered on, aren’t that much larger either. Yet,
Grover, the IIT-Delhi professor, feels the need to
compare it to something much larger to make
sense of the chip-making world: a city.

“In a city, you need town planners, architects,
masons, carpenters, plumbers,” Grover says,
mapping each of those roles to the equwalem in
chip-making. Town planners are

jark her ed a180
nanometer (nm) chip that is being “taped out” at
the Semiconductor Lab in Mohali. While 180 nm
chips are relatively large — so-called “legacy”
nodes, compared to the “frontier” 3-7 nm chips
oon most advanced phones ~ Warke points out that
before this, much of the training was academic in
nature. In a few years, university students will be
working on designs at the frontier level too.”

Even without this kind of software hand-hold-
ing, though, semiconductor design firms have
seen success already. Tessolve, a design firm head-
quartered in Bengaluru, has been operating since
2004, with offices in nine cities in India, and oper-
ations across 10 other countries. The Hero Group
xquwed a majority stake in the firm in 2016, and
that it raised $130 million this

architects, with a mix of management and techni-
cal expertise, giving a broad direction on what the
general capabilities of a chip should be, and what
the budget to achieve it is. Designers take those in-
structions and start simulating circuits on special-
ised software, known as electronics design auto-
mation (EDA) tools. Depending on how
full-fledged such a “fabless” operation is, fabricat-
ed samples sent in from abroad are also tested by
design firms, as they must withstand the wild va-
riations of temperature, humidity, dust, and the
overall pressures of the real world.

‘The city parallel is not an exaggeration. Chips
are so sophisticated that a microscope can literal-
ly only scratch the surface: layers upon layers of
circuits criss-cross any given chip, with billions of
individual transistors packed into a single unit.
‘There s a reason that few countries have a lead in

ing chips: thisisa that requires

year. "A lot of the cities we operate out of are
‘Tier-2,” Srini Chinamilli, Tessolve’s CEO says, in an
interview over Zoom from Singapore. “T‘here are
lots of people who are looking for ies in

“Universities should be proactive and tie up
with the industry, so that whatever training they
are doing is addressing some real problems in the
mdustry‘ and also addresses what the industry is
looking for in terms of employability,” says China-
milli. Grover couldn’t agree more. But therein lies
the rub: “In India, the industry invests only 0.4%
of their profits or revenues into academic research
and development,” Grover points out. In the US.
and South Korea, that number is 10-15 times high-
er. Inthe U.S., Grover says, academia working with
industry wasn't just making graduates better pre-
pared for industry. The benefits ran far deeper,
even for the industry.

Grover invoked the example of another UC San
Diego professor, Andrew Kahng, whom he called
an “authority” on EDA tools. “And do you know
why he was an authority worldwide in EDA tools?
Because when I was working in his lab in 2002, Ca-
dence engineers would visit us and say, ‘See, we
anticipate that three years down the line, so-and-
50 problem will arise. Can you start to work on
some algorithmic solutions for it?™

Graduate and Ph.D. students had a ringside
view into the chip design’s biggest problems, and
would enter the industry with something to con-
tribute immediately, far from needmg training.

ile, the EDA tool
ed these efforts, such as by paying Ph.D. studen:s
stipends, would have visibility into preprints, giv-
ing them anywhere from a few months to a year’s
head start over their competitors, a critical lead to
secure in an industry that iterates and improves as
rapidly as the chips they produce.

Ph.D. stipends are far cheaper than hiring a full-
time employee to work on cutting-edge theoretical
problems, but Indian firms largely don’t seem pre-
pared to pay even that kind of cost to advance re-
search and development. “They are perfectly will-
ing to fly down an expert and pay lakhs, even with
limited follow-up,” Grover complains.

Another large IT company, he says, asking for it
to not be named, balked even at a below-standard
rate for sponsoring a Ph.D. candidate working on
issues thal were directly relevant to the firm. And

have no ing reason to work

places where they have more emotional connect.”
In other words, closer to home.

That has worked out just fine, Chinamilli says,
with workers logging in from large centres like
Hyderabad and Bengaluru, but also from smaller
cities like Visakhapatnam and Coimbatore.

Student-industry gap

“After COVID, the industry got more comfortable
working remotely,” he says. So far, so good. Go-
vernment support has helped somewhat, and the
design space is in a good position in India. But In-
dian chip expertise at the university level is not
where it is in the U.S., which has pushed the fron-
tier work. Why is that, and how can we get there?

nfo@patrioticias.in
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with Indian academics beyond narrow areas alrea-
dy handled in the country: “Why would a French
company sponsor Indian Ph.D.s,” Grover asks.
There is a larger issue of the electronics ecosys-
tem in India, Grover says, bemoaning the indus-
trial base of even simple components being hol-
lowed out. “There was a time when Indian
ies were exporting to
countries like Germany and the US.,” he says.
“Now, even the controller inside a ceiling fan is be-
ing imported.”

A bigger problem

All said and done, though, the chips themselves
are not the most valuable part of the electronics
ecosystem, Grover says. “What do you think an
iPhone’s bill of materials is,” he asks, holding up
his teal handset, referring to the price of all the
components and their assembly “It’s just 31% of
the price of the overall device.

The rest of the value, he says, is in design and
intellectual property. The benefits of chip design
are ultimately a portion of the chip value, which is
itself a part of the bill of materials. To take full ad-
vantage of the ultimate value of these compo-
nents, he says, India has to become a “product na-
tion”, and actually create things that the world
wants to buy. And design is a key part of that.
“Even the button placement on this phone is pa-
tented,” he points out.

The good news is that as far as design and hard-
ware testing are concerned, hiring hasn't let up.
One BITS Pilani graduate noted on social media
platform X that over 60 students were picked up
in placements by NVIDIA (“BITS Pilani NVIDIA
campus,” he quipped). This is even as other parts
of the tech industry reel from a slowdown.

“Now, it's only about the will,” Grover says.
“The ingredients are all around us.”

aroon.deep@thehindu.co.in

Gorakhpur
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Semiconductor designers chip in

India’s ambitious industry-scale policy to build up semiconductor facilities with steep
subsidies has its skeptics — but the design space for crafting chips before they’re made is
already booming, finds Aroon Deep.

YRA P! HedTamian Sienfiie A,
fored Sffreder glaursi & Fmfor
& fore vl wfREt & o ¥ R, 3O
3MTArE® § — Afce frey &9 9
U5 3% [Sols dA &l fSTe
&= Uz €1 doht A 5g @1, U8
Aroon Deep Rl
In 2002, Yuan Taur, a professor at
the University of California, San
Diego, who by then was already a
doyen in electrical engineering
circles, asked a master’'s degree student from India, Anuj Grover, to stay on and do a PhD
under his supervision.

2002 H, 3T ek, Hierpi-ar fayfaeera, 37 feum & UihR, St 39 90y d& fagga
SONARTT & T Ufaffd fdd 3, 3 URd & U UReH B 3ol UiaR ¥ &gl i d 3
ArfeR & dieadt a3
It was a major opportunity — Grover would be working on device design. But he hesitated,
knowing that there were few job prospects to pursue based on this work were he to come
back to India — and he wanted to come back. He tumed the offer down.

8 U J31 3R U1 — UIR f&arg fEurs R &M o=+ ard 91 dfeed 3814 Rafbarge
T, 78 A §U & HRel e TS $IH & MR R O AIbY & 3a®R & gl — iR d
e TTed &1 I8 URdTd gl faa|
“Today, if | had to make that same decision, | would have jumped at the opportunity,” Grover
says from his office at the Indraprastha Institute of Information Technology (llIT) Delhi,
where he teaches full time and heads the Centre for Intelligent Product Design (CiPD).

31T, SR G o fofa a gier, & A T IR Pl PRI WHR Hdl,” MaR = FHgT U
Prfea d 3R SRTSYE ST WA eatarat (INT) feee 7, 58T 3 Qiefas e §
ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ(CnPD)%ﬂH@%

In contemporary technology-based goods and services economies, chips or
semiconductors that control electricity flow within devices are the bedrock of most
functions: from everyday electronics like refrigerators and cars to satellites and defence
systems.

YIS Teh1-3MUTRA ITa! 3R Jarsit ot srferaw ¥, forey ar Afidsaer, S SuwHRu
¥ foeTel & vare & Raflid a3 8, iRz Hrf &) Hia §: IR $ gaaeieg S fbe ok
PR I AR ACATSE 3N T&IT YOIt T |
One large part of the reason he would do so is the government support being pumped into
electronics manufacturing, particularly semiconductors: under the India Semiconductor
Mission, approved by the Cabinet in 2021, there is a 76,000 crore outlay to establish India
as “a global hub for electronics manufacturing and design”.

TUH! U §S1 BRI TG 2 b Saaad Fafor, [y &0 3 9ridgdes 3 Rt waed= R
1 381 & WRa Fesaes FRm & ded, O Sfame 3 2021 & T ), wRa )
goagi-ad AT 3R fSwmea & fore Ifye b 11 & fore 276,000 FRIS &1 Fie |

Over the past two years, 10 large facilities for the manufacturing and assembly of chips
have been approved across 6 States, including Gujarat, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Assam,
Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh.

fed ot auf 7, 6 a1 A forey & FAmfor ik srdael & forw 10 st gfaenst & ded & e 3,

The world is at risk of running short of chips and semiconductor designers, with Deloitte
estimating that there will be a gap of 1 million designers by 2030.
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g ¥ o ok At aex fETE=RI & il &1 WRT 8, Deloitte BT AN B b 2030 T
1 Tferem feQe—RI &1 ot it

o India’s hope is its significant talent pool. One-fifth of all the chip designers in the world live
here as per industry estimates.
URA 1 IE ST Heaqul frT 4o 2| SE & AT & SrgER, g & ot farg
eI %1 utwal e TgT A 8

e They work for multinationals like NVIDIA and Intel, spread across large campuses.
d NVIDIA 3R Intel WWW%WWW% ¥S $U9 § %l gul

e |n 2021-22, there were 5.7 lakh enrolments in electronics engineering graduate degree
courses.
2021-22 §, AGCI-IRT SO-ITT WP UTSUshdl § 5.7 TRG AHidH gU|

¢ However, a few glitches have put India’s chip-design industry on the back foot.

BT, T WAREIS 3 YRd &) RIT- WIS SO 31 0 4d A 2|

The chi_p design edge in India
YRd d 9 fS9rs &1 9ga

www.patrioticias.in

e Foundries and chip assembly facilities — where the silicon brains behind most modern
electronics are fabricated — are receiving a subsidy up to half the set-up costs.

WIS R fw sriaeht Jfaumd — et Sifwier smyfd gaaei~ad & Riferesi— afrss darR
213 ¥ — De-31T AT F o9 qF I WS T FR I F

e Other production-linked incentive schemes, meanwhile, are subsidising phone, PC and
other hardware assembly units by paying out a portion of every device’s value
81, 3T FTG-Tr G WedTeT Ao-md B, Wit 8k 3 18 duR el gfey &I
TSt 2 7@ 8, U fSarey & Yo o1 U QT YT R |

e The strategy has its critics — former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan, along with frequent
collaborator Rohit Lamba, have warned that there is little keeping companies from retreating
to markets where conditions are ripe for electronics manufacturing, were these subsidies to

top.
%%%m%_ RBI TG} I, 3R 95 gart Afed =rar, A
éam’ra"r%ﬁﬁﬁtrﬁd’rﬁww@aﬁ Y & [0 9gd HH &, ST81 3

fmfor & fere uffRufoal srga €, afe & aferst Haft & s |

¢ Government officials have chafed at the wamings, asserting the geopolitical importance of
having some control over global chip production.

WBRT ARSI 7 Fqa-a1 TR AU SIS &, AR dYw [T Ide- R & FE0 a1 &
YIT-aP Weed &I @ifdhd faan g1

e While India has a booming IT sector due to a focus on services (the kind that Rajan
advocates), the government has insisted that a hollowed-out industrial base in electronics
is not feasible.

Safh HR | TS &3 doft A 9¢ 61 8, Varaeli W & 37 & HRU (et G o Bd
?), WPR A SR o g fb 3aaei-ey & U TRach el SmurR Tvd =8 2|

o After the worldwide chip crunch during the COVID-19 pandemic brought supply chains to
their knees.
COVID-19 HeMR} & SRM fayeamdt fag Hepe 3 Jwrg 94 & 7R e d s faar|

e One area where Rajan and the government see eye to eye is the importance of intellectual
property and des?m where India already has a lead.
T & W51 Iei 3R WRPR U6Hd &, I8 ¢ Sifad Hual iR fEumg= o1 i@, o uRd
Ugd 4 gl S B

e This outgrowth did not need the kind of sops that the industrial projects are getting, say
critics.

T PBA © [P 39 (AP I I RS P HETAAISA B STIFDhl a1 &t &Il Sfeifire
TS T TR 61 & |

e Chip fabrication may be expensive and demanding in terms of resources like ultra-pure
water, uninterrupted electricity supply, and heavy equipment imported from abroad, but
design requires little more than a PC and some testing equipment.
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ferg fermfor 98 oiik et ot =fP 8 TiTgul 81 ST &, oY Sicdd e Ut foeTT $rae
forett ammyfef, oik fad=r & smanfaa HIY Iuwwor, Afs fewmga & fow Haa te dReY sik
F U1 JUBHRVT &I SR el 3 |

Semiconducting as city planning

P e B! AT & =Y A @1

Individual chips — the kinds used in phones — barely cover the tip of a finger.

HAfFTd fred — S Wi & ITAT el € — TTHT U STt Bt A1 Dl bl ¢ |
Some printed circuit boards onto which multiple chips are soldered, aren’t that much larger
either.

7o fids Affe 9 S R o3 ey Hiee? 1 ol €, 3 +ft 9gd 98 T 8l
Yet, Grover, the IlIT-Delhi professor, feels the need to compare it to something much larger
to make sense of the chip-making world: a city.

R off, WaR, IT-Delhi P B, ey 74 & & Rra fAmfor 9 gfar & g & fow @
forelt 98 diel ¥ G IR B SR & U MR
“In a city, you need town planners, architects, masons, carpenters, plumbers,” Grover
says, mapping each of those roles to the equivalent in chip-making.

“THh e T 3! 2R e, snfhede, Tefied, 983, WeaR & oSexd gidl §,” AR
$ea &, 3R &7 YRiw1al @) g frafor & g YRl @ wied 2
Town planners are semiconductor architects, with a mix of management and technical
expertise, giving a broad direction on what the general capabilities of a chip should be, and
what the budget to achieve it is.

e} e QHiesaer sifheae 51 ©, o/ Ui 3R dob-iic! faxiv=ial o1 fiyur 81T &,
E@ﬁﬁ%m%ﬁuﬁwmwmmﬁ?s@sﬁamﬁmmwm
|

Designers take those instructions and start simulating circuits on specialised software,
known as electronics desi gn automation (EDA) tools.

fEomgR 37 a1 d ¢ SR faRly IiredeR R Afdhe &1 Rgas 3= v 8, o’
SAaCI-1ad fSeTS TSR (EDA) € &gl Sl 3|

Depending on how full-fledged such a “fabless” operation is, fabricated samples sent in from
abroad are also tested by design firms, as they must withstand the wild variations of
temperature, humidity, dust, and the overall pressures of the real world.

U ad W AR m%%ug Do HRRA [T f[awRid 8, fae=r I 9ol T R gt
o1 1} FEwre wat gRT uterur fasa sran 8, Fiifes 3= arawr, ST, Y& 3R arafde gHar
% $d qaal § febT g 8|

The city parallel is not an exaggeration.

TMER B g HfaRifaa %

Chips are so sophisticated that a microscope can literally only scratch the surface: layers
upon layers of circuits criss-cross any given chip, with billions of individual transistors
packed into a single unit.

ﬁwﬁw%%wﬁmmwﬁﬁww%z fopet i R A Ra R a
A SRa i 9 D 81 2, 3R R iR eifeR Ue 5318 8 W 81 2

There is a reason that few countries have a lead in fabricating chips: this is a technology
that requires precision equipment that is so sensitive that even slight impurities in water,
or practically undetectable fluctuations in electricity, can ruin the yield of a production run.
TP HRUT I b o &1 <= & U o fmfor  9q 8 78 o W ao-is & B 9
SUSTU BI SR BIdl @, Sl 31 g2l el @ fob urit & Ayl arggfegat, o foeht
T 3T SAR-TGTA *f IATGH & IUS B! Falig IR Ihd & |

EaSIer access to software

TP AT Ug™

The Union government, as part of the Indian Semiconductor Mission’s Chips to Startups
(C2S) programme, purchased licenses in bulk for software suites of the major EDA tool

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page75


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

developers: Siemens based out of Germany, and Cadence and Synopsys in the United
States.

F% PR, YRGT AfiHsex A=A & Rred g wréersy (c2s) W & d8d, 79 EDA

0 STAR] & T RR T & o Aie H argad WS S &1 Siemens, 3R 3R Bt

Cadence 3R Synopsys |

Dozens of colleges in India have access to those tools now, and a dashboard maintained by
the government shows that cumulatively, students have logged millions of hours on those
tools.

YR & goil Praell & 3F I ¢ db U 8, 3R WRPHR GRT T 7T SIS J Tl Terdl
¢ for o1 3 pa MaeR 39 ¢ W fifera=a eifw aifawf @ fve €1

“We were paying ¥3—4 lakh a year in renewal fees before the C2S program,” Nilima Warke, a
professor at the privately-run VES Institute of Technology says.

“C2S U ¥ Ugd 8 I3—4 TRI AT Ad-dR0T I[P < e o, ol Hanferd VES §Reege
3T Tatarol &1 WibaR e a1 wedl 81

And that was just for tools from one provider. Now, students and faculty have access to four
different toolsets for free.

3R I8 Had TP UGTdT & el & foId 1| 3fd, BT 3R Brahee! Bl IR SfaAT-3(eHT gadied
qud § SUas g |

This time around, they’re getting access to “professional bundles” used in the industry, not
the more limited academic ones they were previously using.

I IR, I% “UNaR g8 d% Ugd 0 I8! & S SN H IuahT g1d 8, 7 fas Ugat SunT fvg
T it Aerfores TemRon|

Warke and one of her colleagues designed a 180 nanometer (nm) chip that is being “taped
out” at the Semiconductor Lab in Mohali.

b 3R I Th TgARN 7 180 AR (nm) U ooz 1 8, 9 Gfidsaex dg, gt
H «29 3r3e” famar ST 8|

While 180 nm chips are relatively large — so-called “legacy” nodes, compared to the
“frontier” 3—7 nm chips on most advanced phones — Warke points out that before this,
much of the training was academic in nature.

STafd 180 nm I SU&THd T § — TUTHIId “ATH Higd, USRI I9d B W “Whiear”
3-7 nm g F qa d — aﬁ?m%ﬁ?sﬂﬁuﬁ TR0 BT SRR R Refore o
In a few years, university students will be working on designs at the frontier level too.
$o v 4, fayfaemea o 1f hiear TR | ST R &M 1

Even without this kind of software hand-holding, though, **sem
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Rayalaseema youth
‘continue to chase the
‘high’ despite checks

Many youths between 17 and 30 are in the grip of addiction with latest measures by the authorities targeting

ganja smuggling, sale, and consumption allegedly failing to control the wide- xprcad use of the narcotic

substance by students and working class in the region, writes K. U

17-year-old boy from Tirupati skipped
is first-year intermediate examina-
tion in December 2024 and silently left

home. HAS widowed mother, a Central

grew i when

her teenage son failed to return home, and real-

ised that her 60 grams gold chain and ¥28,000

cash was missing from the almirah. She had her

doubts about her son’s addiction but failed to un-
derstand how severe it was.

The mother did not approach the police, in-
stead launched a frantic search with the help of
the boy’s friends. After a week, the boy was
traced to a coastal village at the extreme end of
Andhra Pradesh bordering Odisha’s Ganjam dis-
trict. He was found with a bundle of dried ganja,
an old weed-smoking pipe, and just 35 in cash,
enjoying the sea breeze under the influence.

On his mother’s questioning, the boy revealed
that he sold the chain for ¥30,000 to buy one-kg
packet of ganja. He told her that he was tagging
along with four middlemen, and had taken care
of their meals for a week.

They returned to Tirupati, and the mother
warned the boy that if he ever touches ‘ganja’ or
any other substances, she would end her life. Un-
der his mother’s continued care and attention,
the boy successfully put an end to ‘that dark
chapter’ and is now pursuing a B. Tech degree
from a private college in Chennai.

However, not everyone is as fortunate as him.

youths aged between 17 and 30 are trapped
in the grip of addiction, struggling and battling a
fight between survival and life.

The battle against drugs has been taken up ri-
gorously by government agencies including EA-
GLE (Elite Anti-Narcotics Group for Law Enforce-
ment), Government Railway Police, Railway
Protection Force, and civil police with the supp-
port of several non-governmental organisations.

Several youth from the Rayalaseema districts
in search for substance have reportedly been tra-
velling to Andhra-Odisha border (AOB) region.
Officials claim it is because the ganja cultivation
in Andhra Pradesh went “zero" after the forma-
tion of EAGLE at the fag end of last year, forcing
peddlers and consumers from across the South-
ern States to depend on the eastern side of AOB
region, where an estimated 10,000-plus acres
still thrive on contraband cultivation.

However, the latest measures by the authori-
ties targeting ganja smuggling, sale, and con-
sumpuon. have alleged]y failed to control the

use in the

djsmasA

Before the NDPS Act came into force in 1985,
ganja use was rampant with small packets availa-
ble at railway stations, bus stands, and arterial
junctions in every town across Rayalaseema. La-

ee

The people
involved in
the supply
chain are
often
disguised as
devotees
banking on
pilgrim
routes
across
Andhra
Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka.
Tirupati in
AP.usually
serves as the
prime
logistics hub
for
distribution
to Chennai,
Bengaluru,
and beyond

ter, although availability remained, consumption
became more secretive.

The vulnerable targets

According to police officials, the modus ope-

randi is always to target both the “rich” and the

“working class”. Students and daily wage work-
ers often cannot afford high prices, so they buy
adulterated stuff, which intensifies their craving,
pushing them deeper into addiction. The af-
fluent youth, however, get fine-quality portions
offering a “supreme experience” that triggers
hallucinations, but this too is followed by sub-
standard or adulterated stuff.

Back in the day a ‘joint’ cost just 10, but to-
day, three such ‘joints’ likely cost around 300 or
more. A drug peddler operating between Visak-
hapatnam and Chennai, with half a dozen supply
points, had once told the police that the chal-
lenge was not stopping the flow of ganja from
AOB region, but preventing youths from Rayala-
seema — and even neighbouring States — from
falling prey to the vices.

Just before the COVID pandemic struck the na-
tion, two people were caught with small quanti-
ties of ganja near an educational institution at
Puttur in Chittoor district.

‘The investigation revealed that peddlers first
approached students and then eventually made
them chase the peddlers for supply.

In 2011, two engineering students were arrest-
ed in Tirupati with cocaine worth 1.2 crore, ex-
posing the vulnerability of students to high-level
intoxication.

In recent years, police have been cautious
about revealing the involvement of students,
either as consumers or peddlers. The entry of mi-
nors and women - in some cases mother and
child- has baffled enforcement agencies. By Au-
gust 2025, police recorded 176 offenders in the
combined Chittoor and Tirupati districts, includ-
ing 50 repeat offenders.

Kadapa-Chittoor highway has now turned into
a sensitive corridor for ganja trafficking. While
major hauls are rare, regular vehicle checks lead
to small but frequent seizures.

Police maintain special focus on Mangampet
and adjoining Mandals, as traffickers use lesser-
known feeder roads.

Tirupati as transit hub

A senior Intelligence officer who has led multiple
operations against red sanders and ganja smug-
gling explains why Rayalaseema — with Tirupati

as its transit capi-

tal — continues to

be a hub.
“Smugglers
We are holding ml}ygg'u‘:: 0':
awareness Campaigns in- ten using women
educational institutions,  and children as
forming EAGLE clubs, couriers. Lured by
and displaying posters,  offers far beyond

their daily wages,
women who earn
just 400 a day are

Through ‘Operation
Flush-Out.” we are strictly
banning the sale of

offered 10,000
tobacco products near for a single trip
schools and colleges. between Tirupati
Patrolling and checks and Visakhapat-

nam, sometimes in
luxury cars and

have been intensified on
trains and buses

chain are often disguised as ‘Ayyappa, Govinda,
or Shiva devotees’, banking on pilgrim routes
across Andhra Pradesh Tamil Nadu, Karnataka.
Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh usually serves as the
prime logistics hub for distribution to Chennai,
Bengaluru, and beyond, he added.

Recalling an incident involving an ‘Ayyappa
devotee’ an officer said, “a couple of years ago we
caught a 55-year-old man with a woman and
child - posing as his wife and son — near Nagari.
When questioned, the man began cursing us in
the Lord’s name”.

Due to heightened surveillance measures, the
wholesale price of ganja has reportedly doubled
from ¥5,000 per kg last year to ¥10,000 per kg.
The police crackdown on trains coming from Od-
isha has forced peddlers to rely on road routes.

Former Chittoor Superintendent of Police V.N.
Manikanta Chandolu said that controlling transit
routes is tougher than eradicating cultivation. He
admitted that minors and students are often
trapped by peddlers, but assured that preventive
measures are being stepped up.

“We are holding awareness campaigns in edu-
cational institutions, forming EAGLE clubs, and
displaying posters. Through ‘Operation Flush-
Out,’ we are strictly banning the sale of tobacco
products near schools and colleges. Patrolling
and checks have been intensified on trains and
buses. Interestingly, to evade sniffer dogs, ped-
dlers use airtight packing for their consignments.
Our goal is to keep Andhra Pradesh a ganja cultiv-
ation-free State, and enforcement along transit
routes will remain tight,” he said.

Former District Medical and Health Officer Dr
P. Ravi Raju, president of the Andhra Pradesh
Nursing Homes Association, warned against use
of ganja. “Medical studies show that youth are
highly vulnerable. Addicts lose appetite, suffer
muscle loss, and become emaciated. They isolate
themselves out of shame and, with impaired
brain function, may commit crimes under halluc-
ination. Long-term addiction often leads to multi-
ple organ failure or even suicide,” he cautioned.

o | decent clothes.
¥ o U Once

Foemer Chittoor Superiotendentof

e they make multi-

ple trips per
month. To avoid pollce detection, gangs fre-
quently rotate couriers,” says the officer.

Police avoid extensive checking when women
and children are involved. Four bags carrying 5kg
each are usually camouflaged with undergar-
ments and cosmetics, which discourages tho-
rough checks. The people involved in the supply

ding to the statistics, in 2013, police re-
gistered only one ganja case in Chittoor, where
the accused escaped, leaving behind 50 grams of
ganja worth 1,200.

By 2024-2025, cases rose to 92, with 283 ac-
cused cited, 245 arrests made, and 290 kg seized
- valued at 55 lakh. In Sri Sathya Sai district, 94
offenders were identified under the NDPS Act,
with 19 cases registered in 2025 alone, 47 kg
seized, and 64 arrested.

. Afile photo of
& around 35,000
kg seized ganja
 stored at the
Jawahartal

Nehru
Pharmacity of
Parawada in
Anakapall
district.

Rayalaseema youth ‘continue to chase the high’ despite checks

TATRAT & 4T Sl & qraelg % B TAT SR} 3@ &

Many youths between 17 and 30 are in the grip of
addiction with latest measures by the authorities

targeting ganja smuggling, sale, and

consumption allegedly failing to control the wide-
spread use of the narcotic substance by students

and working class in the region, writes K.

Umashanker.

17 | 30 99 B AT F F3 a1 A B IS A ©,
3R UGN GRT i avabt, fasst SR TaT o

ﬁmmﬁa@WmWaﬁvw%%

ST 3R HTHBON aﬁmmﬂﬁmﬁ%mwﬁﬂﬁﬁnﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁw@% ﬁi@ﬁ%

&, SRR |

A 17-year-old boy from Tirupati skipped his first-year intermediate examination in
December 2024 and silently left home.

fasufa &1t 17 adify ds®T1 AT 2024 30 et Orer ) gewiifeue udten sgHr

IO R I =l T4
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His widowed mother, a Central government employee, grew suspicious when her teenage
son failed to return home, and realised that her 60 grams gold chain and ¥28,000 cash was
missing from the almirah.

IS faydT A, U Hx PR B HHARY, B b g3 99 IUPT [H-IR T &R el dlel, 3R
I Ay far {5 It 60 UM WA 1 A 3R 228,000 FAHG STHR! I IS 2|

She had her doubts about her son’s addiction but failed to understand how severe it was.
I 30 d¢ DI A DI AR Tag [T Ao Tg THeH H o7 81 o 78 faraet iR ot
The mother did not approach the police, instead launched a frantic search with the help of
the boy’s friends.

AT 7 gfer &1 37 el o, afcsh dsd & gl &1 Fge J URIge # TSl TF Bt |

After a week, the boy was traced to a coastal village at the extreme end of Andhra Pradesh
bordering Odisha’s Ganjam district.

UH TTE d1G, TSd B U Y USRT & YR &7 H T IR 17 Mg & &, of Nfe=m &
Ty ford © TeT gan ol

He was found with a bundle of dried ganja, an old weed-smoking pipe, and just ¥35 in
cash, enjoying the sea breeze under the influence.

Bﬁwmww TP R Fts-ifdHT urgy, iR Had 235 e & 1Y TR T, S
TS §aT BT 3G o gU =1 B Rl o o1

On his mother’s questioning, the boy revealed that he sold the chain for 30,000 to buy one-
kg packet of ganja.

AT & SIS R, ASd = o far f 3 230,000 T o 71 & ot a1fes wes fra wiiemm
WIS o b |

He told her that he was tagging along with four middlemen, and had taken care of their
meals for a week.

3T Fgl foh 98 TR el & 1 ST @7 A, 3R U YWE b 30 WIS &1 & 34|
They returned to Tirupati, and the mother wamed the boy that if he ever touches ‘ganja’ or
any other substances, she would end her life.

3 Rreufy dic oy, 3R AT 3 Ted &1 At & b SR I Bt AT A B o e feran
T 98 3O ST ¢ St |

Under his mother’s continued care and attention, the boy successfully put an end to ‘that
dark chapter’ and is now pursuing a B. Tech degree from a private college in Chennai.
T T ) AR RIUTS 3R &I & ded, ASd - B ‘I SHUDPTRIT AT’ Bl
AT faT SR 379 9% &b U el diaw § &t ¢ et R @i

However, not everyone is as fortunate as him.

BT, TR P A IRE W= T 2

Many youths aged between 17 and 30 are trapped in the grip of addiction, struggling and
battling a fight between survival and life.

% gaT 17 | 30 U DI 3R & o9 71 1 U | Hhdl gU &, 3R Sita+ SR AfRIa & o9
Y R G|

The battle against drugs has been taken up rigorously by government agencies including
EAGLE (Elite Anti-Narcotics Group for Law Enforcement), Government Railway Police,
Railway Protection Force, and civil police with the support of several non-governmental
organisations.

g & fame dSTs B! Hol Hed T PR TSral gRT forar man 8, 597 EAGLE (ufere
TH-ARDIHT JU BIR &1 THIAT), BRI Yaa YferT, Yad v B, ok fufaa
gi%mmﬂﬁa% aﬁ‘ﬁ?wmwmﬂ}%wzh%wm

Several youth from the Rayalaseema districts in search for substance have reportedly been
travelling to Andhra—Odisha border (AOB) region.

& SR, AT foretl & H3 gaT Anrit &1 aar § sfig—sifE=m Iur (AoB) &
FIA IR R 8
Officials claim it is because the ganja cultivation in Andhra Pradesh went “zero” after the
formation of EAGLE at the fag end of last year, forcing peddlers and consumers from
across the Southern States to depend on the eastern side of AOB region, where an
estimated 10,000-plus acres still thrive on contraband cultivation.

3HfIHIRAT BT el & fb g8 gafert g wife fUwd I & 3id B EAGLE & T34 & a1 3y
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T3 H T B Welt TR T 7S, O gaeRt SR SuHiarell 3 gfaof wwdl 3 AoB
&h;%% YT R R g1 UeT, S8t SrA1Ad 10,000 W 3iftres s sy @t & onft +ff wa-
&

However, the latest measures by the authorities targeting ganja smuggling, sale, and

consumption, have allegedly failed to control the wide-spread substance use in the
Rayalaseema districts.

| AfIBTRTT gRT TMieT axap), faedt 3R V= & dférd B ara TdaH IU™ HiRId dR
R IR Rrel & amue erd STanT & R Bea 7 awd @

Before the NDPS Act came into force in 1985, ganja use was rampant with small packets
available at railway stations, bus stands, and arterial junctions in every town across
Rayalaseema.

NDPS Td€ & 1985 H AN 811 ¥ Ugd, Tl BT SUANT TS AT 3R B Tbe Iaa WM,
T WS, 3R TBI IRTEI TR T I[QATHT R H Iuas Y|

Rayalaseema youth ‘continue to chase the high’ despite checks

& gaT Sifdl & STac]g T Bl T I 3 d B

er, although availability remained, consumption became more secretive.
ST Suder o+ X, Qe i e 81 |
The vulnerable targets
. aea
According to police officials, the modus operandi is always to target both the “rich” and the
“‘working class”.

g SREIREN & SFUR, T8 H Bt ufshar gazn iR’ 3R “Hrawel ait gHf &I
Al B BT B B

Students and daily wage workers often cannot afford high prices, so they buy adulterated
stuff, which intensifies their craving, pushmg them deeper into addiction.

BT 3R 3P AoTER SR ST PHHAT B a5 Tt R Feba, SHIIT 3 e varef wdied B,
N ITB! T B! SGIdT § 3R 3¢ AR A eﬁﬂ%ﬂ el B

The affluent youth, however, get fine-quality portions offering a “supreme experience” that
triggers hallucinations, but this too is followed by substandard or adulterated stuff.

RTaiTep, U o STH TUIGHTT aTa) R U1 =l & off Wi SFHa” Ta @R & 3R A
I X §, A 39 a1 | Sre-Iporaran a1 fufdra uenf o g |

Back in the day a ‘joint’ cost just €10, but today, three such ‘joints’ likely cost around ¥300 or
more.

Ugd U Sise’ Bl HIHd dhad 210 2R, A 311, i U FSCH BT BIHd THIHT 2300 AT
AP B 51

A drug peddler operating between Visakhapatnam and Chennai, with half a dozen supply
points, had once told the police that the challenge was not stopping the flow of ganja from
AOB region, but preventing youths from Rayalaseema — and even neighbouring States —
from falling prey to the vices.

AAS D oI B B AT U §IT SIER, o IR ST Goi TwaTs urged 3,
A TP SR YR &1 Sar % T AOB aaﬁmmasmaﬁﬁw:iﬁ% Sfep e
3R TSR Irul & garsht & gRIgEl BT RHR B I A6 7|
Just before the COVID pandemic struck the nation, two people were caught with small
quantities of ganja near an educational institution at Puttur in Chittoor district.
< & COVID HETHN & 3 ¥ 3% Ugd, R fordt & gegz & te Reifore wwar & e &t
ST AISY AT A TS & 1Y G s 4|
The investigation revealed that peddlers first approached students and then eventually
made them chase the peddlers for supply.

Sitg & g 9a o Ster ugd STl & U Y SiR R sida: 3% awars & fog Stari &1 diet
B & o Aoy foha|

In 2011, two engineering students were arrested in Tirupati with cocaine worth ¥1.2
crore, exposing the vulnerability of students to high-level intoxication.
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2011 ¥, fowufa O < Seiifrafi o 21.2 FR1s g0 & o & 91y IRwR fou e, o
B &) SH-TRIY 2 Bt Hdg-=iTerdr SR g3 |
In recent years, police have been cautious about revealing the involvement of students,
either as consumers or peddlers.
ﬁsg%aﬁﬁ, i BTl &t UTER] &1 ISR IR B I Ya! ¢, 9le d SUHIaT 8! a1

I
The entry of minors and women — in some cases mother and child — has baffled
enforcement agencies.
éﬂ;q%auw% 3R wigarsit &1 v — F© Aal H AT iR T — fArere TRt B Twm

I
By August 2025, police recorded 176 offenders in the combined Chittoor and Tirupati
districts, including 50 repeat offenders.
3R 2025 %, FRpE o forsufar foral & e g = 176 SraRfRrn &1 g fovan, o
50 GIERTY S aTet JruTeht <nforer &
Kadapa—Chittoor highway has now tumed into a sensitive corridor for ganja trafficking.
FHSTU-RNR F13a 3(d TSI b & T Fdg-1=ite 7t o= T g1
While major hauls are rare, regular vehicle checks lead to small but frequent seizures.
BT §8 Hool garH &, Fafd arg=T oiid I Bi¢ AP SRR Feat ald 8 |
Police maintain special focus on Mangampet and adjoining Mandals, as traffickers use
lesser-known feeder roads.

TR TE SR SY-UN & Hedl W faRiy &7 ¢cft 8, ifds avep W JTd Biss e d
IUIN R & |

Tirupati as transit hub

foeufa dl cific ga F = &

A senior Intelligence officer who has led multiple operations against red sanders and ganja
smuggling explains why Rayalaseema — with Tirupati as its transit capital — continues to
be a hub.

gard § & o0t e — o favufa saa! ¢ifsre T 8 — o g9 o &t 8
“Smugglers mostly move in small groups, often using women and children as couriers.
“TGPR JHABIIT: B TYEI N Ia7d &, SRR Afgars 3R =i & HINGR & T J Iudi
A

Lured by offers far beyond their daily wages, women who earn just 400 a day are offered
10,000 for a single trip between Tirupati and Visakhapatnam, sometimes in luxury cars
and decent clothes.

3Ot 3T eTgl § gt 31 TR J TS 715 Afgarail oI, St dhad 2400 UfafdT ST

¢, favufa ofk fazmaraw & o9 te a1 & fow 210,000 &1 U= &t A &, Frft-deft

T BRI R St Bus F

Once successful, they make multiple trips per month.

THh IR B 84 & §1c, 3 Ui HIg P8 e Hl 3 |

To avoid police detection, gangs frequently rotate couriers.

Qi 1 U&s | Ta & oy, T 3R SRR §6ad 364 5|

Police avoid extensive checking when women and children are involved.

o Afgant ok a=3 i g, Ot gfery e o @ §9dt 3|

Four bags carrying 5kg each are usually camouflaged with undergarments and cosmetics,

which discourages thorough checks.

%ag UA% T 5kg, AR TR HSTMRACT 3R Prefedy I fyum o §, S gt 5t &t
I

The people involved in the supply chain are often disguised as ‘Ayyappa, Govinda, or

Shiva devotees’, banking on pilgrim routes across Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,

Karnataka.

TS A | TS o7 3R 3, Tifde a1 R yaa & U # 30 81 §, 3R oy

W, aftreTg, HHfesd A dhfamr amf R Mk wa Bl
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o Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh usually serves as the prime logistics hub for distribution to
Chennai, Bengaluru, and beyond
iy ueR § fawufa SR IR A9, A SR o/ R H faaRur & fow e arforfees
TI P U H R Rl 5

Page8 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ,"'


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS



